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Having must precede giving. We must have pos- 
sessions before we can give them away,—whether in 
the realm of matter or of mind. No one can make 
clear to another that which is not clear to himself. 
A scholar may be so much brighter than his teacher 
that he can leap to the whole truth from the teacher’s 
floundering half-knowledge of it. But no scholar 
ought to be allowed to reproach himself because he 
cannot see what the teacher is unable to show. Nor 
should any teacher credit himself with having taught 
that which he never knew. 


Self-respect ought to be counted precious by every 
person. No man ought to forfeit his self-respect out 
of regard to any human being. But let a man 
beware lest he confound self-respect with self-esteem. 
A man may refuse to do right at the request of 
another simply because by changing his course he 
would practically admit that his opinions had been 
wrong on the subject up to this time. Many a man 
makes a mistake at this point. It is better to mortify 
one’s self-esteem than to maintain it at the cost of 
continuing in a wrong course. True self-respect 
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would prompt us to avoid being controlled by our 
self-esteem; and it is often the case that another 
man’s judgment as to the dictates of our self-respect 
is better than our own. 


All progressive life is a series of new beginnings. 
The first Christmas was one of the new beginnings in 
God’s plan of redemption. Every Christmas, as it 
comes, is another new beginning in this plan. This 
year the Christmas number of The Sunday School 
Times contains the lesson from Mark’s story of an- 
other new beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
And in the same number there are wise and loving 
words about the progress of Christmas in the ages, 
from the pen of the godly and venerable Bishop 
Whipple, of Minnesota, whose work in his great 
north-western field has made him loved and honored 
on both sides of the ocean. His thoughts are thoughts 
for those of any age. His style is simple enough for 
the comprehension of the children. The truth he 
presents is a truth for yesterday, to-day, and forever. 


Every individual stands as the representative of a 
certain body of truth, or side of truth, or mode of 
presenting truth, which is in one degree or another 
peculiar to himself, and which, so far as he is con- 
cerned, is the best and most effective form in which 
truth can be presented. There are tens of thousands 
of scrap-books in the world, but no one of them con- 
tains just such a collection as would have been made 


sos | by any other than the person who did make it. But 


neither is there any one scrap-book that does not 
contain some selection of prose or of verse that would 
not be equally fitting for another collection, and 
equally valued by another reader. And so the 
teacher, the preacher, the author, the critic, must 
each remember that while truth is as manifold as the 
mind and heart of man, and that while no two per- 
sons are impressed through the same channel in the 
same degree, yet neither is there any form by which 
truth can be presented with the best effect upon one, 
that will not have some power to reach at least one 
other. And we may take it as a rule, that, if a form 
of truth is distasteful or ineffective to ourselves, it 
must therefore be the most effective or the most 
acceptable to another or to others. The first ques- 
tion is, Is this God’s truth? and the next question 
is, Is this the best form in which it can be pre- 
sented to this man, this woman, this child, this class, 
this congregation? 


Another year is closing, and yet another year is at 
hand. In this issue of The Sunday School Times 
there begins a new series of New Testament lessons 
for the new year approaching. President Dwight 
and Dr. Godet resume their places as critical scholars 
of the New Testament text, while Drs. Green and 
Edersheim wait until the resumption of the Old 
Testament lessons for their corresponding work in 
that field. Other familiar lesson-help writers are in 
their places. The department of Oriental Lesson 
Lights is in the immediate charge of Canon Tristram, 
whose familiarity with Palestine and the lands ad- 
jacent, by personal observation and study, together 
with his rare powers of making helpful to others the 
results of his knowledge, gives him pre-eminent fitness 


for the aphere he is filling. A new department of 
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lesson-helps is the Lesson Summary. This is a care- 
ful treatment of each lesson as a whole, in the light 
of all that has been said upon it by all the writers 
aiding in its elucidation. Its purpose is to aid the 
average teacher to see the lesson and the lesson-' 
helps in perspective, so as to make the best matter 
available for practical use in the class. Added 
Points for a teacher’s use are given at the close of 
this Lesson Summary. This department has been 
provided in response to many calls for something of 
the sort, from readers of The Sunday School Times 
far and near. 
hitherto felt by many. 





BEING WHOLLY THE LORD’S, 


No man is his own master. 
free and independent than he who supposes he is his 
own master. The man who never looks above himself 
for directions as to his duty, and for instruction as to 
his privileges, is like a ship in mid-ocean without a 
commander. He can be driven by wind or wave, 
but he can make no successful contest for the mastery 
of the forces of outside nature. Only as he fills his 
place in the plans of a government which includes 
himself and others, can a man find the true play of 
his best powers, or use his own energies for the accom- 
plishing of the highest results possible to them. 

A young man who sets out in life with the thought 
that he will do just as he pleases to do, regardless of 
the rights or opinions of others, is pretty sure to find 
before long that he can act his own pleasure just 
so long as his own pleasure’ is within the limits which 
the civil government has allowed to the choice of its 
each individual citizen. The liberty that he has is 
a liberty secured to him by his master. If he goes 
beyond that liberty, he is liable to find himself de- 
prived of all personal liberty. So it is with every 
man of business, or man of enterprise in any depart- 
ment of life. He is his own master only to the extent - 
of using the liberty which is allowed to him by his © 
real master—or masters. 

It is the same in the reaim of mental and spiritual 
life as in that of material things, Neither in thought 
nor in action can a man be his own master, save as 
he is subject to a master outside of himself. He can- 
not make laws of logic, or of philosophy, or of morals, 
or of natural forces, to suit himself. His highest 
freedom is in seeking for himself, or in choosing for 
himself, the specific laws in any one of these spheres 
which have been undervalued or unrecognized by 
others. And the very suggestion of a law involves 
the idea of a law-giver; hence, he who says he will 
obey the laws of his own nature, or of the material 
and moral world about him, really means—whether 
he knows it or not—that he will obey so far the Law- 
giver who has made the laws of his own nature, and 
of the material and moral world about him. But if, 
meanwhile, a man is deceiving himself with the 
thought that he is his own master, instead of being 
subject to the Great Master, he will be unable to serve 
effectually his own best interests, or the interests of 
his Divine Master. And here is the gain of knowing 
one’s duty and privilege of being wholly and heartily 
and trustfully the Lord’s. 

A man of God, or a child ef God, ought te know 
thas he is im a universe eomtrolled by his God, and 
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that it is his duty and his privilege to be wholly the 
Lord’s, and to do fully and effectively all the work 
that the Lord has for him to do. Knowing this, he 
must know also that his real power lies in his depend- 
ence on his God instead of on himself. This sense of 
dependence, so far from lessening a man’s personal 
independence of thought and action, is the very basis 
of the highest independence possible to a man,—the 
independence of every one and of every thing save 
Him who is over all and in all. In fact, no man can 
be so independent of all else as he who is consciously 
and trustfully dependent wholly on God. 

It was said of Caleb, and Caleb said of himself, 
that he “ wholly followed the Lord,” at a time when 
there were very few who were ready to believe that 
it would be safe to follow the Lord into Canaan, with 
things as they were just then and there. It would 
certainly not be fair to say that Caleb’s dependence 
on God at this time made Caleb less truly an inde- 
pendent man asa man. All but one of his fellow- 
spies declared that the cities of Canaan were walled 
up to heaven, and that there were great giants inside 
of those walls; therefore it was of no use for an un- 
warlike people like the Israelites to think of trying 
to capture those cities and dispossess those giants. 
Caleb made no denial of the facts of the case ; but he 
said that his God was above all the walls of Canaan, 
and was greater than any of its giants; therefore he 
was ready to face the giants and attack the walled 
cities, whenever his God gave the order for so doing. 
‘And that was true independence of character,—an 
independence that could never come to any man 
except through the same sort of faith-filled depen- 
dence as Caleb’s. 

Being wholly the Lord’s is not in itself being holy 
and sinless in personal life ; although he who is wholly 
the Lord’s ought to be holy and sinless. Being 
wholly the Lord’s is recognizing God as Lord and 
Master, and counting one’s self subject wholly, in all 
things and at all times, to God as Lord and Master; 
even though one fails of perfectness in the line of 
recognized duty. A soldier, for example, who recog- 
nizes his commander as his true master, and who 
realizes that it is always his duty to do just as his 
master would have him do, may be a very poor 
soldier in actual performance, failing at many a point 
in his soldierly duty. He is wholly a soldier of the 
army to which he belongs, yet he does not do fully 
as well as he might do as a soldier of that army. On 
the other hand, a soldier who is in doubt whether he 
ought to receive all orders from one commander, and 
do at all times just what that commander directs, 
may even do better immediate service than the other, 
while he is executing the orders of his commander; 
yet it is obvious that his attitude toward his com- 
mander is less satisfactory than the attitude of the 
other soldier, inasmuch as he takes it upon himself to 
decide when he ought to serve his commander, and 
when it is not his duty to do so. Similarly the 
Christian man who counts himself wholly the Lord’s 
is in a better attitude toward the Lord, even though 
his service be imperfect service, than he who counts 
himself partially the Lord’s and partially his own 
master. In other words, it is the attitude of the man 
in his service, and not the service of the man, as 
a servant, that is involved in one’s being wholly 
the Lord’s, 

Being wholly the Lord’s is not, however, the same 
thing as wholly trusting the Lord. One may wholly 
trust the Lord with a mistaken view of the Lord’s 
position with reference to the one who trusts him. 
There is such a thing as looking upon the Lord as a 
helper of his servants, instead of looking upon the 
Lord as one who directs, and makes useful, and uses 
his servants. A hundred persons would like the 
Lord’s help, where one person would like to help the 
Lord. Yet in order to be wholly the Lord’s, the Lord 
must be recognized as Master; and the servant’s atti- 
tude must be that of willing and confident service of 
the Lord. 

He who counts himself wholly the Lord’s, recog- 
nizes the fact that he belongs to the Lord ; that him- 





self, his talents, his time, his possessions, everything 
that he is, and everything that he has, belongs to the 
Lord; and that at all times and in all places it is 
his duty to be and to do just that which God would 
have him be and do. He realizes that he is never 
his own master, and that nothing that he has is his 
own. And, in this consciousness of never-failing de- 
pendence, a man is at his highest possible indepen- 
dence; for he fears only the Lord, and is afraid of 
nothing else in the universe. Such a man is sure 
that, because he belongs to the Lord, he has the 
strength of the Lord in his own sphere of duty, while 
his scope of power within that sphere is as the Lord’s. 
He is immortal until his work for the Lord is done ; 
and he is invincible while he is doing the Lord’s 
work. What measure of personal independence can 
be greater than this? 

There is no slavishness in such dependence on God 
as this, On the contrary, it is the liberty of loving 
confidence. It is better than the trust of a servant 
in his master, or of a soldier in his commander ; it is 
the joyous trust of a little child in his wise and loving 
parent. A true child is glad to realize that he be- 
longs to his mother; that he is hers at all times, 
whether in her sight or away from her. He feels 
freer, indeed, in deciding how to use his time, or how 
to spend his money, while he is all\by himself, when 
he can feel sure that his good mother would prefer to 
have him do just this or just that. And every child 
of God can have this freedom in the use of his time 
and his means, as he considers how to conform his 
course to the approbation of Him whose he is, and 
whom he serves. 

One of. the puzzling questions of Christmastide is, 
What shall I give to this one, or to that? To him 
who is wholly the Lord’s, this question, like all other 
questions, must be answered by the answer to another 
question, What would the Lord have me do in this 
case? No one of us has a right to settle such a ques- 
tion for himself alone ; nor has he a right to let another 
settle it for him. Each child of God is to act as the 
Lord’s, ministering in the Lord’s name; whether the 
ministry be one of charity or of affection, No one 
of us has a right to make a Christmas present, except 
as he thinks the Lord would have him make just that 
present to just that person at just this time; nor has 
any one of us a right to withhold that which the Lord 
would have us give just now. And so it is in all our 
giving and in all our doing. We are not our own; 
but we are the Lord’s, All our possessions are to be 
used, noi at our pleasure, but in conformity with the 
Lord’s pleasure. 

What a help is this principle in settling all such 
puzzles in life! How unfortunate, on the contrary, 
are those persons who do not belong to the Lord, and 
who are trying to do the Lord’s work without the 
power that he gives so freely to those who are his! 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Helps to the wise use of children’s Sunday hours at 
home are in growing demand, as surely as are helps to 
the children’s Sunday-school hours. The recent men- 
tion, in these columns, of helps of this sort, has called 
out many letters of added inquiry from readers on every 
side. Reference was made to “ dissected maps of Pales- 
tine, and the Lord’s Prayer, and the Apostles’ Creed, 
and other sacred compositions,” as to be obtained from 
the Berean Tract Depository of New York. A note from 
the manager of that Depository says, however, that he 
does not have these articles on sale as formerly; and 
while writing within two weeks of the date of the paper 
which mentioned this matter, he says: 

It would be great favor to us if you would notify your read- 
ers of that fact [of these articles not being on sale at this Deposi- 
tory], as we have received nearly one hundred letters asking 
about them. 

And in a later letter, in response to the question where 
these things are to be obtained, he says: 

We have but just succeeded in finding out the manufacturer 
of the Sunday toys. It is S. B. Scott, No. 322 Ogden Btreet, 
Newark, New Jersey. 

The multiplying of calls for these articles, in this case, 
evidences the widespread interest in the subject. And 
this is a hopeful fact, as showing the growth of attention 














to the Sunday care of children in the home circle, as 
quickened by the provisions for them in the Sunday- 
school, 


There are many ways of Christian giving; and, as a 
rule, the poorest ways are the most popular, while the 
best ways are in least favor. Yet, after all, in this field 
of effort, as in every other, “the best way is as good as 
any.” A correspondent in Texas would like a statement 
of the principles underlying the best methods of giving. 
He says: 

Doubtless you have somewhere in The Sunday School Times 
given all the information now asked for, but I can’t find it. 
Please give in “ Notes on Open Letters” a synopsis of the prin- 
ciples of Christian giving, as exercised by means of oyster 
suppers, restaurants, etc. One says, “A woman may certainly 
buy materials for, and manufacture and sell, a suit of clothes, 
giving the profits or the whole price to the cause of Christ. If 
so, why may not any number combine and furnish materials for, 
and supply, an oyster supper, or a general restaurant, giving the 
profits or the gross income to the same cause?” The answer is 
made, “If women may engage in such business for a week, men 
may engage in it for a year, in the name of the church; and the 
church may aggregate a capital, go into business, and sustain 
all its operations from the income of such business.” As to 
grab-bags, theatricals, and the like, there seems to be no reason- 
able doubt as to their impropriety, not to say wickedness; but 
in such legitimate business as first named, where’s the impro- 
priety or unscripturalness of its being done in the name and for 
the benefit of the church? Helping us to come to principles 
that will enable us to decide these and all other cases, will 
supply a need, in these parts, for which all Christians desiring 
to walk only in “the way” will be profoundly grateful, 

Selling oysters with the intention of giving the pro- 
ceeds to a religious enterprise is certainly not in itself 
sinful, On the contrary, it may be a very commendable 
line of business. So, again, buying and eating oysters 
with the knowledge that the money paid for them is to 
go into a church treasury, has in itself no element of 
evil,—if the oysters are good oysters, and the month of 
their eating has an “R” in it. But such selling of oys- 
ters is not in itself a gift to the Lord, even though the 
gift of its profits may be a purpose of the dealer; nor 
is the eating of oysters under such circumstances in itself 
a self-denying act of beneficence, simply because of the 
dealer’s purposed use of the profits. And here is where 
an important line of distinction is often lost sight of. If 
selling and buying be understood to be an act of pure 
secular business, apart from any purposed use of the 
profits of such a transaction, there is no harm done 
through any proper attention to legitimate business 
activities. But if selling and buying be claimed as in 
itself a giving to the Lord, the claim is a false one, and 
there is harm in its pressing or in its acceptance, If, 
again, there be an attempt to run together a pure busi- 
ness operation and a generous act of beneficence, as if 
the distinction between the two things was not real and 
positive, there is harm to all concerned through the 
moral confusion which accompanies such blundering. 
A man, or a woman, has no right to sell poor oysters or 
a scanty portion, on the ground that the money for the 


sale belongs to the Lord; and, on the other hand, a man ; 


or a woman who buys and eats a good oyster-stew, or a 
poor one, and then charges the cost of it to charity 
account, doesn’t deceive the Lord into believing any 
such nonsense ; but if the oyster-eater is deceived thereby, 
that oyster-eater is the worse for those oysters. Giving 
is giving, and buying or selling is buying or selling. 
Those things which God has made two, let no man or 
woman callone. One of the crying evils of to-day is 
the confusing of pure business transactions or self- 
indulging pleasure-hunting with acts of charity. A 
person asks to be paid wages or a salary in a business 
establishment on the ground that he or she needs the 
money, whether competent or not to do the work of the 
position to which that remuneration is attached. A 
person asks to have a composition accepted by an editor 
because of the poverty of the writer, apart from the ques- 
tion of the poverty of ideas in the manuscript. A person 
is asked to go and witness some private theatricals, or to 
listen to a concert, or to attend a dance, or to see a dog- 
fight, or to buy a pincushion or a quart of peanuts, in 
order to get money into the Lord’s treasury by that par- 
ticular channel, All this is all wrong. Its tendency is 
evil and only evil. It leads many a person to believe 
that one ought to expect an immediate personal reward 
for giving to the Lord. It is as unwise a policy as would 
be the substituting of grab-bags for contribution-boxes 
in church missionary collections—sending the deacons 
around in the hour of church service, with grab-bags for 
the congregation to grab from; the profits going to the 
missionary cause. It may result in larger immediate 
proceeds of cash, but the money that comes in under such 
circumstances has cost more than it is worth, 
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“CHRIST IS BORN.” 
BY MISS E, M. COMSTOCK, 


O Star of Bethlehem! 
Thou bright and peerless gem 

Among the constellations of earth’s night, 
Throw thy rays far and wide, 
And lead us to the side 

Of the low manger crowned with heavenly light. 
O angels, on swift wing, 
As ye exulting sing, 

Draw near to bring a message sweet to me |— 
And say this blessed morn, 
“The Saviour-Christ is born; 

Take with glad heart God’s gift of love to thee.” 


New London, Conn. 





CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS. 


BY THE BIGHT REV. H. B. WHIPPLE, D.D., LL.D., 
BisHOP oF MINNESOTA, 


Throughout the world there is a stir of preparation to 
keep this old feast. You might begin at Bethlehem, 
and travel westward until your feet were treading the 
path the wise men trod who came to ask about him who 
was born King of the Jews, and among all the kindreds 
and tongues of earth one name ison every lip. In every 
land some quaint custom tells people of the world of the 
feast of the Babe of Bethlehem. Christmas lights and 
-Christmas trees are in Northmen’s homes; yule-logs 
blaze on English hearths, the gentle Christ-child comes 
to German homes, and the children of a Southern sun 
have brought the evergreen to beautify the house of God. 
Even among those who keep no other feast, there will be 
s holiday as children wish a “ Merry Christmas!” We 
older folk, on whose faces dimples have changed to fur- 
rows, grow young again as we remember the far-off days 
when Santa Claus was a real saint, when the mother’s 
smile grew softer, and the careworn father forgot his 
cares to bring gladness to the happy children of his home. 

We should be sad at Christmas as we remembered 
that the old home was gone, the children either scattered 
far or sleeping with the dead, if we did not know that 
they, too, keep the feast in “the land afar off,” of which 
Isaiah wrote, where they see the King in his beauty, and 
sin and sorrow are forever passed away. 

In all this world-joy, God has ordered that there shall 
be a witness to the great truth of the coming of his Son. 
As men call Friday an unlucky day, and none know why 
save those Christian hearts who remember the one Fri- 
day which cast its shadow on all other Fridays, so ih this 
world-feast I find the witness of our Saviour’s coming. 
The heart says, “ Come, let us go to Bethlehem, and see 
the thing which has come to pass.” Bethlehem stands 
to-day, as of old, “least of the cities of Judah,” but “ out 
of whom came he whose goings forth are from ever- 
lasting.” Hard by the gate is the well of which the 
hunted king longed to drink, when he said, “ Oh that I 
had to drink water of the well of my father’s beside the 
gate of Bethlehem.” Yonder are the hills where David 
tended his father’s sheep, where he used to sing, “ The 
Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing.” 
In that valley the gentle Ruth gleaned in the fields of 
Boaz; and far away, where the grass is greenest, the 
shepherds kept watch by night when the angels sang 
“Glory to God in the highest.” It was the boast of the 
people of Bethlehem, when an old monk visited it more 
than a thousand years ago, “that there is no one here 
who does not believe in Jesus as the Christ.” To-day, 
at least in name, the people of Bethlehem profess to be 
Christians. This same old bishop tells of a legend he 
heard at Bethlehem. He said a Roman maiden was 
brought before the prefect, and commanded to deny Christ. 
She said, “I cannot deny him who died for me.” She 
was condemned to be burned at the stake. They bound 
her, fastened her to the cruel wood, and lit the fagots. 
Said the bishop, “ Angels came and put out the fire, and 
the maiden stood in a garden of roses; the burned fagots 
were red roses and the unburned were white roses.” It 
was only an Eastern legend, but the lesson, said the 
old bishop, is, “ They who serve the Saviour will find 
the way of sorrow turns to a way of joy, and for thorns 
and briers the wilderness will be as a garden of roses.” 

We claim to have grown wiser than our fathers, and 
yet I love the days when everything Christians saw was 
telling them the old, old story of God’s love. I never 
see “ Robin Red-Breast ” that I do not think of the story 
of the “via dolorosa;” soin our household memories 
Santa Claus was once a real saint. The sons of a king 
had been cruelly tortured by wicked men, and left for 
dead. God heard the prayer of St. Nicholas, and restored 
them to life. He was the friend of boys, and to-day 


hard pressed in the chase, he escapes, I said “every- 
thing is telling of the old, old story ;” and I am glad, for 
children’s sakes, that in many homes, where the name 
of Jesus never comes, there will be glad hearts and the 
welcome, “I wish you a merry Christmas.” 

I might tell you how all these old customs of every 
land teach holy truth,—the Christmas lights, which 
gleam out on the darkness, telling of One who is “ the 
true light, who lighteth every man who cometh into the 
world,” and of the home where “ there is no night there.” 
Christmas trees tell of the land where flowers never 
wither. Christmas gifts, laden with some one’s love, 
ought to tell us of our heavenly Father’s love in the gift 
of his dear Son; and the Christ-child should remind us 
that the Babe of Bethlehem is living with us still, and 
that when we minister to the least of his brethren we 
are ministering to him. 

What a dark, weary world it would be if there was no 
Christmas! I have often and often been among men 
who never so much as heard that there was a Saviour,— 
wild, savage, brutal men; poor, degraded womanhood ; 
neglected, wretched children; no homes, no civilization, 
no hope here or hereafter. You can tell the character 
of a people if you only ask, “ Have they ever heard the 
Christmas story of Bethlehem?” However dark and 
hopeless a people are, the moment they take that story 
to their hearts they are led out of darkness to the liberty 
of children of God. I could teil you hundreds of stories 
to prove this. There was among the Dacotah Indians, 
whom we call Sioux, a chief named “ Wakean Washta,” 
—Good Thunder. Indian mothers name their children 
after something they saw or heard when the baby came 
totheirhome. I suppose this mother heard the thunder, 
and thought it good for the gift of her dear child, and so 
gave him the name. More than twenty-eight years ago 
I met three Indian chiefs on the banks of the Minnesota, 
near Birch Coolie,—Good Thunder, Taopi, and Wabasha. 
They told me such a sad story of the robbery of the 
white man that my cheeks were red with shame. They 
asked for a missionary, and out of this came all the 
wonderful work God has done for these poor red men. 


The next day Good Thunder brought me his daughter, 
a child of ten years. Her face was beautiful, her com- 
plexion a rich dark brunette, her hair black as a raven’s 
wing, and her eyes sparkling like gems. I never have 
seen a more beautiful Indian child. The father asked 
me to take her home, and educate her to become like 
the daughters of Christian white men. I took her to 
Faribault, where I had an Indian child in my school. 
She was marvelously intelligent, quick to learn, and 
gentle as a Christian lamb, The next year she was 
taken ill, The wild Indians told Good Thunder: “ You 
see what comes of your folly: The bishop has Ojibway 
children in his school. They are our enemies; they 
have poisoned your child. She will die, and you area 
fool!” Good Thunder came to Faribault, and never 
did I see a more sad face as he stood at my door. 
He told me what his Indian friends said. I asked 
him to go and see his child, whom I had baptized 
after the gentle poetess ‘‘ Lydia Sigourney.” The father 
saw his child, and told her what he had heard. She 
told him the sweet story of Bethlehem; of Jesus’ coming 
into this sad world to be a babe; of his wondrous life of 
love and mercy; of his death on the cross; of how he 
had passed through the grave and ascended into heaven, 
to be the friend of all who need a friend at the right 
hand of God. She said, “Father, these Chippeway 
children have the same mark on our foreheads. We are 
his children; and his children are friends and sisters 
and brothers, not enemies. Do you see these berries? 
The Ojibway children picked them for me, Do you see 
these flowers? They gathered them for me.” Good 
Thunder believed his child. When he took her home, I 
gave him an open letter to show to all whites: “This 
man, Good Thunder, is taking his Christian child home. 
Will you not, for Jesus’ sake, be kind to her? He who 
said ‘Inasmuch as ye did it to the least of these,’ will 
surely repay you.” Good Thunder told me afterwards 
how kind all were to his child. I visited the Sioux 
agency a few weeks later, and was present at Lydia’s 
death-bed. The dear child thanked me for telling about 
Jesus, told her father she was going to the beautiful 
home Jesus had prepared, said she would soon be with 
the Saviour, and her last words were to tell about the 
angels whom she saw. As I stood by the open grave 
and committed the lamb of Jesus to God’s acre, I was 
overpaid for all I had done or could do for these red 
men. From that hour Good Thunder was a changed 
man. He gave up his heathen dances; he no longer 
painted his face; he was like a little child, and the 
blessed story found its way to his heart. He became a 





there are plays where, if a boy says “ St. Nicholas,” when 


This was the summer of the awful Sioux massacre, when 
eight hundred people were killed by the Indians, who had ° 
been provoked to murderous hatred by long deeds of wrong. : 
Good Thunder, Taopi, Wabasha, Wahachampamaza, and 
other Christians, were as true as steel. They rescued 
over two hundred white women and children, and de- 
livered them to General Sibley. It was due to their 
faith in Christ that these wild, savage Indians became 
Christian heroes. Good Thunder was General Sibley’s 
chief of scouts. He is an old man now, but of my 
many friends I know of none I love more than this 
Christian chief. 

For a long time these friendly Indians were homeless, © 
They were afraid of their own people, and lived a wan- - 
dering life in Minnesota, Some of them have gone to 
the better country, where we shall meet again. Good: 
Thunder has gone to their old home, near Birch Coolie; 
and all these scattered Indians will be removed there. I 
have begun a new mission on the very place where the 
mission stood before the outbreak. 

Last year the citizens of a town named Good Thunder 
sent for the old chief to celebrate, with them, the Fourth 
of July. Someone who hated the Indians told the people 
that the real Good Thunder was dead, that this man was 
a fraud. They sent and withdrew the invitation. It 
almost broke the old man’s heart. He came one hun- 
dred and fifty miles to see me, and told hisstory. Isent 
the people a letter from General Sibley and myself, certi- 
fying that we had known Good Thunder almost thirty 
years, that he was the brave man who saved so many 
lives. The people sent a committee of whites to apolo- 
gize for the wrong, and Good Thunder was an honored 
guest. He made a beautiful speech. He said: “ All 
men wish to be remembered. I am an Indian, but I am 
aman. You have named your place Good Thunder. 
Perhaps some day, when I am dead, some one will ask 
why did you call your place Good Thunder? Then 
they will hear that a Christian Indian loved white men, 
and, at the risk of his life, saved their women and chil- 
dren. If the place has my name, I hope it will bea good 
place, where men love God our Father, and love their 
brothers. If it is a good place, it will be a happy place, 
and God will bless you and your children. I thank you 
for inviting me to your feast. I thank you for your 
kind words. I have them in my heart, I have done,” 
This dear story of God’s love in sending his dear Son to 
be born in Bethlehem, will do for all people what it has 
done for my dear friend Good Thunder. 

There is not a place in the whole world where we may 
not carry this sweet story. Will not the friends of chil- 
dren help us? There are children in China, in Africa, 
in India, who never heard of Jesus, who never had a 
Christmas. Yes! in the lanes and alleys of the city, in 
the abodes of wretchedness ard want, there are children 
who never heard of Jesus but as a name their father 
curses by. The dear Saviour died for them as he did for 
you and for me. Will not each of you, for Jesus’ sake, 
try to make the world better and brighter by living as 
his dear children? There is one thing worth living for, 
and that is, to help poor, wandering, sin-sick souls heaven- 
ward and home. And when we do reach that blessed 
home, next to seeing the Saviour, next to meeting the 
dear ones gone before, will be the comfort of meeting 
some whom our prayers, our s!ms, and our efforts, have 
brought home. 

Faribault, Minn. 





SO FAR AWAY. 
BY THE REV. H. H. HENRY. 


Far beyond the Rockies stood a little telegraph office 
where in former years all the transcontinental wires of 
the country converged. Every message to and from the 
Pacific coast passed through this point. In the winter 
of 18—, I was an operator in that office. Before me on 
the table lay two hundred dispatches. No one was ever 
more anxious to work, no one ever longed more eagerly 
for the privilege of doing his duty, but it was impossible 
to forward a single message. Many miles beyond me, a 
terrible snow-slide from the Sierras had buried the rail- 
road track thirty feet under, and all the telegraph wires 
were broken. Communication between California and 
the East was completely cut off. 

While waiting for the linemen to reach the snow-slide 
and repair the wires, I looked through the pile of mes- 
sages, and carefully read their contents. What tales of 
want and sorrow! What calls for immediate help! 
What terrible disappointment and loss if they failed to 
reach their destination before a giventime! Whatneed, 
therefore, for speed in their transmission! but I was 
powerless. One despatch to a husband in the gold mines 





Christian, and was baptized Andrew, 





read: “ Your wife is dying. She can at the utmost live 
buta few days, She wants tosee you. Oome hy the ied 
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Another, appealing to some business friend: 
For God’s sake protect 


All my sympathies were aroused by these special 
appeals for help. How gladly I would have done any- 
thing to secure their transmission! I placed them on 


‘top of the pile of messages, and waited patiently at my 


key, resolving to hurry them through as soon as the wires 
were repaired. But hour after hour passed in awful 
suspense. I adjusted and readjusted the springs and 
levers of the instruments. I examined all the wires and 
their connections, in and about the office. I looked at the 
batteries. Everything was right at my end of the wire, 
—the linemen had not yet reached the snow-slide. All 
night long I watched, waiting for the first click that 
would announce that communication was open. The 
office, usually so noisy with the never-ceasing ticking of 


the instruments, was as silent as the grave. 


Days passed in hoping against hope, and when at last 
the messages were flashed over the wire, I knew they 
were too late. By and by the papers came from the 
East, announcing the death of the beloved wife and the 
failure of the great firm, 

Thus, in our greatest need, we sometimes send for 
friends, but they are so far away our appeals do not reach 
But not so with our 
heavenly Friend. ‘God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble.” He may delay his answer, 


‘but no storm can break the communication between our 
hearts and his throne, or keep our cry from his ears. 


Has he not said, ‘“‘ While they are yet speaking, I will 


, hear”? Dear friend, prove it for yourself. 


Shickshinny, Pa. 





“SORROWFUL, YET ALWAYS REJOICING.” 
BY MARGARET H. MATHEWS. 


“Bid ye me ‘Merry Christmas!’ when since that same glad 
greeting 
Fell on my ear a year ago my joy of life has fled? 
Can I twine wreaths of holly, when the cypress and the willow 
Are drifting snowy garlands o’er my dear one’s lowly bed?” 


“Yes, Merry Christmas, Christian! A year ago thy treasure, 
In earthen vessel holden, chained thy heart where joy is 
breath ; 
To-day, afar abiding, it can know the unmarred rapture 
Attendant on the birthday of the Conqueror over death.” 


A few more setting suns, at most, our summons home will bring, 
And we shall all keep Christmas in the palace of the King. 
New York City. 





CHRISTMAS. 
BY MRS. L. G. McVEAN. 


The shepherds pillowed on the sod, 
Weary with watching, and forlorn, 

Heard sweet-voiced angels praising God, 
And saw a radiance like the morn, 
The night the blessed Christ was born, 


And though our ears are duli to hear, 
Our hearts so slow to learn again, 
The angels still are-singing clear 
The same song they were singing then, 
Of “ Peace on earth, goodwill to men.” 
Mound City, Kansas, 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


THE LIGHT-HOUSE AT ROCKY POINT; 
OR, THE LITTLE GIRL THAT WAS 
GOING TO HAVE SUCH A 
POOR CHRISTMAS, 


BY THE REV. EDWARD A. RAND, 


“Oh dear, oh dear! it’s going to be a horrid Christ- 
mas!” moaned Fanny Davis, at the window of the low 
stone cottage in the rear of the light-house at Rocky 
Point. 

And, to be candid, this Monday before Christmas, 
which, according to the almanac, would arrive on 
Wednesday, did not promise at all well for a pleasant 
festival. The wind was north-east, and it was doing its 
best, or worst, to bring forward astorm. It seemed, also, 
as if this same wind had ordered out a million of plows, 
and it was now driving them across the ocean, turning 
up such long, deep furrows of green sea-water and angry 
foam. Rocky Point stretched out from Fisher Island 
like the handle of a frying-pan. And what a lively, 





‘turbulent fry there was already about the island! 


“Storm coming, and no getting off from this place,” 





Fanny continued to mean. “Father says a north-east 
storm is sure to last two days; and we shall be cooped 
up here Christmas,—that’s certain. Don’t see what 
father came here to keep the light for! Only we three 
souls, father and mother and myself, on this rocky 
old island, Wish I had a pair of wings. Oh dear!” 

“That you, Fanny?” asked her mother, who was at 
her table by another window, making mince-pies for 
Christmas, ‘“ What did you say?” 

“Oh, nothing! only I was thinking what a poor 
Christmas we are going to have. To-morrow, if this 
storm hadn’t come, we were going in our boat over to 
Southport, to buy Christmas presents; and Christmas 
Day we were going to Uncle Samuel’s to dinner. No 
getting off from this old island now, for two days, 
any way!” 

Mrs. Davis said, “I want to clap this pie into the 
oven, and”—bang went the oven door—“and then I'll 
talk.” 

“There!” began Mrs. Davis again, stepping to the win- 
dow and looking out over the shoulder of her daughter. 
“Tt is rough and wild,—is it not?” 

Yes; and hear it go ‘boom, boom, boom,’ all the time. 


‘Not very nice Christmas music.” 


“Well, dear, Christmas is not all a making of presents 
and going to Uncle Samuel’s to have a good dinner,— 
is it?” 

Fanny hung her head. She was forgetting that dearest 
side of Christmas, its beautiful reminder of the coming 
of Christ, its mission of peace, its heralding of good-will. 
Fanny was silent. She was in no mood to look at that 
beautiful spiritual side of Christmas,—the side that 
fronts not toward a good dinner and a stocking at the 
fireside, but the sunny land of heaven and our deep 
spiritual necessities. 

“T did want to go to Uncle Samuel’s; and father said 
they were going to try to get Uncle Jed there,” mur- 
mured Fanny. “Isn’t that a good deed?” 

“Oh, yes! of course; but I am afraid we can’t get him 
there. Your father said this morning that one of the 
fishermen told him that Uncle Jed was off on a fishing- 
cruise, and, when he got home, Uncle Jed said he was 
going to have a good time with the men,—and that means 
plenty of drink, Oh dear!” 

No wonder she said ‘Oh dear!” Uncle Jed was a 
drinking man, leading a low, sorry life, and all the 
efforts of his brothers to raise him to sobriety and respec- 
tability had been ineffectual. 

“However,” continued her mother, “we won’t talk 
about that. Now, I say, as we are shut,up here, let us 
make the best of it. That is the right way for us all,— 
to see how good a time we can have just where we 
are! We shall be suprised at our success. Now, as for 
presents—” 

“Oh! we can’t do anything, I know.” 

“You wait. Let us look round. Here!” 

Mrs, Davis pulled out of her work-basket a pair of 
thick, warm stockings. 

“There! Dll finish these, and that will make one 
present for your father.” 

“So it will!” said Fanny, catching her mother’s 
spirit, and clapping her hands. “And whose new hand- 
kerchief is this in your basket?” 

“Oh! Idon’t know. It is one I bought in town. I 
don’t want it,” 

“ Let me hem it, and give it to father.” 

“Yes, indeed,” 

‘** And mother!” 

“ What is it?” 

“Father says he has one weakness, and that is for 
cologne. I am going to pour some out of a big bottle I 
have, and fill a pretty bottle in the closet, if you will give 
itto me. I'll put on a pretty label I have—and—” 

“Do! That will be nice.” 

“Goody, goody!” screamed the enthusiastic Fanny; 
and off she ran, clapping her hands. She did not go in 
the direction of the cologne-bottle, but the light-house. 
Down the long covered way connecting cottage and 
light-house she quickly ran, in her eagerness hardly hear- 
ing the big thunder of the waves along the rocks. She 
opened the door of the light-house and stepped into the 
storeroom, where the keeper packed away his oil-barrels, 
oil-cans, and other apparatus for his work. Then she 
hurried up through several empty rooms into the lantern 
at the top of the tower. In its centre was the lamp, and 
Keeper Davis was cleaning it. 

What a scene of isolation could be witnessed from the 
light-house lantern! Waves, waves, waves! And yet 


this separation from the land was not so great as that of 
some of these beacons by rocky shore’. Take that at 
Half-way Rock in Casco Bay, Maine. The candle- 
stick holding up this bright candle has hardly standing- 





room, so limited is the surface of the rock. Only on 
placid days can a boat make a landing. There isa force 
of three helpers at this light; and they so “spell” one 
another that a keeper is on shore all the time, ready to 
improve a mild-weather opportunity to row a boat-load 
of provisions to the light. Take Fastnet Rock, off the 
Irish coast, nine miles out in the wild, stormy Atlantic. 
In a picture of this light I have seen the stairway scaling 
this rocky pillar which the sea has invaded; and it is 
claimed that the gaunt column on which stands the 
light-house is stuck together by cement, and pinned by 
iron bolts. Approach here is very difficult Yes,a 
light-house may be a very, very solitary place, It is no 
wonder if our heroine felt her loneliness off at her 
father’s light. 

“O father! I s’pose we are going to be shut up here 
this Christmas,” 

“ Afraid’so!” he replied, rubbing energetically the 
glass lens that enclosed the light. 

“ Well, we must have a good time as it is, father,” 
sagely remarked Fanny, “ and”— 

“ That we will, Fan! And see here! I was thinking 
about Christmas dinner. We haven’t a thing, you know, 
like poultry; but see here! This storm will bring a lot 
of sea-birJs to the light at night, and the poor little 
critturs, you know, fly against the lantern, and I shall 
find them dead on the parapet outside the lantern. Now 
I know a kind that will make an excellent pie, and don’t 
you say a word to mother! Keepstill! Sheshall have 
a surprise! Good as a chicken dinner!” 

“Oh, good! And presents, father?” 

“Don’t say anything. Ill give mother the money I 
was going to spend for her.” 

“ And I’ll give her some cologne, too.” J 

“That’s nice; and the other day, in Southport,—I 
didn’t tell her,—but I have a shawl for her that I 
bought.” 

Fanny went back merrier than ever. 

Christmas, when it came, saw a wild storm raging 
about the light-house; but through the night, like a 
Christmas candle held bravely up, shone the tall light. 
In the morning, Fanny’s “ Wish you merry Christmas!” 
rang through the cottage. Then she went to the open 
fireplace to examine the stockings hung up there; and, 
if you will believe it, the team of Santa Claus had got 
out there faithfully, in excellent season, that wild, wintry 
night! Love is always ingenious, and Fanny found 
several very acceptable presents that her father and 
mother had fished out of the resources of the house. 
Such a morning! Such a breakfast! And it was going 
to be such a dinner, when Fanny came running into the 
cottage, her waterproof glistening with the rain, and her 
eyes glistening still brighter. 

“O father! I saw something black in the water,” 
she cried, a 

That good-as-a-chicken dinner was just coming upon 
the table; but Keeper Davis forsook it at once, and, 
seizing his sou’wester, rushed outdoors. There in the 
water, drifting ashore, he saw a man’s head! Was the 
man clinging to a long object like aspar? The keeper 
ran boldly into the surf, wading out as far as he dared, 
and, seizing the unlucky drift-away, towed him ashore. 

“Tied toa spar! Poor feller! Let me cut your lash- 
ings! Andifitisn’t”’— . 

Keeper Davis did not finish that sentence, but, releas- 
ing this waif, took him in his strong arms to the house. 

“Fanny,” he said, “wife, look here! This is my 
brother Jed!” 

Yes, it was Fanny’s Uncle Jed. They put dry, warm 
clothing upon him, gave him the hot broth of the bird- 
pie, and, when he was restored, he told his story of a 
wreck, that he had lashed himself to a spar, and so had 
been drifted ashore. 

“ Well, Patty,” Keeper Davis said to his wife, “if I 
am not glad to have Jed to dinner! We have been 
trying to get him among us, and here he is! Good!” 

That was not all. The light-house keeper said: 

“It is Christmas, and we must not forget God. We 
will have some singing, and J’ll read from the Bible 
and have prayer. Like going to church, and that is a 
good idea.” ‘ 

They sang, “ Jesus, lover of my soul.” Then followed 
Christmas hymns. Uncle Jed had a long whisper for 
the ear of Mrs. Davis before going to bed at night: 

“Patty, this takes hold of me. I have been trying to 
get away from my brothers and from my God too, and 
hereI am! You sang my old mother’s hymn, ‘ Jesus, 
lover of my soul.’ And—if—if—if He—will let me, I 
mean to love him.” 

Was that such a poor, mean Christmas? Fanny did 
not think so. 

Watertown, Masa, 
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Lxssom TOPIC: The Divine Introduction ef Jesus. The latter “was in the deserts till the day of his shewing 
| ESSON HELPS. 1, By the Prophets, vs. 1-3 unto Israel” (Luke 1: 80). Meanwhile our Lord had grown 
ehvienesilipeniati : . j to full manhood at Nazareth, subject unto his earthly parents 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
[First Quarter, 1889.] 


1. Jan. 6.—The Mission of John the Baptist..... Mark 1: 1-11 











2 January 13,—A Sabbath in the Life of Jesus..........0..s-s00-.Mark 1 : 21-34 
&% January 20.—Healing of the Leper Mark 1 : 35-45 
4 January 27.—Forgiveness and Healing. ..........ccsssssessssssers Mark 2: 1-12 
6. February 3.—The Parable of the Sower. Mark 4 : 10-20 
6. February 10.—The Fierce Demoniac. Mark 5 : 1-20 
7. February 17.—The Timid Woman’s Touch..............0. waeeee Mark 5 : 25-34 
8% February 24.—The Great Teacher and the Twelve...........- Mark 6 : 1-13 


9. March 3.—Jesus the Messiah 


Mark 8 : 27-9:1 





“10. March 10.—The Child-like Spirit 


Mark 9 : 33-42 





11. March 17,—Christ’s Love to the YOunG........ccssssesesseees Mark 10 : 13-22 


12. March 24.—Blind Bartimeus 


Mark 10 : 46-52 





18. March 31.—Review ; or, Temperance Lesson, Eph. 5: 1521; or, Mis- 


sionary Lesson, Isa. 35 : 1-10. 





QUARTERLY PRE-VIEW. 


For the next six months our studies will be in the Gospel 
of Mark. This is pre-eminently the gospel of holy activity, 
presenting Jesus as the Mighty Worker, and thus suggesting 
our topic for the quarter. A pre-view of the new quarter may 


‘be summarized thus: 


JESUS THE MIGHTY WORKER. 
L DesignaTEep ror His Work. 
Lesson 1. The Divine Introduction of Jesus, 


IL Enterine vpon His Work. 


Lesson 2. The Confidence and Zeal of Jesus. 
Lesson 3. The Prayerful Diligence of Jesus. 
ILL Usroiprne anv Itiustzatine His Worx. 
Lesson 4. Forgiviag the Sinful. 
Lesson 5. Supplying the Receptive, 
Lesson 6, Freeing the Enslaved. 
Lesson 7. Honoring the Trustful. 
IV. CHoosine anp CounsELING His Co-woRKERS. 
Lesson 8. The Necessity of Faith. 
Lesson 9. The Duty of Self-surrender. 
Lesson 10. The Gain of Humility. 
Lesson 11. How to Serve. 
Lesson 12. How to Seek. 





LESSON I., SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 1889. 
TirLzE: THE MISSION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Mark 1: 1-11. Memory verses, 6-8.) 


COMMON VERSION. 

1 The beginning of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; 

2 Asit is written in the proph- 
ets, Behold, I send my messenger 
before thy face, which shall pre- 
pare thy way before thee. 

8 The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight. 

4 Jéhn did baptize in the wil- 
derness, and preach the baptism 
of repentance for the remission of 
sins. 

5 And there went out unto him 
all the land of Ju-dé’a, and they 
of Je-ru’sa-lém, and were all bap- 
tized of him in the river of Jor’- 
dan, confessing their sins. 

6 And Jéhn was clothed with 
camel’s hair, and with a girdle of 
askin about his loins; and he did 
eat locusts and wild honey; 

7 And preached, saying, There 
cometh one mightier than I after 
me, the latchet of whose shoes I 
am not worthy to stoop down and 
unloose. 

8 I indeed have beptized you 
with water: but he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost. 

9 And it came to pass in those 
days, that Jesus came from Niz’a- 
réth of Gal/i-lée, and was baptized 
of Jéhn in Jor’dan. 

10 And straightway coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heay- 
ens opened, and the Spirit like a 
dove descending upon him: 

11 And there came a voice from 
heaven, saying, Thou art my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 





1Some ancient ae wg omit the Son of God, 
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REVISED VERSION. 


1 The beginning of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, ! the Son af God. 
2 Even as it is written %in 
Isaiah the prophet, 
Behold, Isend my messenger 
before thy face, 
Who shall prepare thy way; 
$8 The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, 
Make ye ready the way of 
the Lord, 
Make his paths straight ; 

4 John came, who baptized in 
the wilderness and preached 
the baptism of repentance unto 

5 remission of sins. And there 
went out unto him all the 
country of Judea, and all they 
of Jerusalem; and they were 
baptized of him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 

6 And John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, and had a leath- 
ern girdle about his loins, and 
did eat locusts and wild honey. 

7 And he preached, saying, 
There cometh after me he that 
is mightier than I, the latchet 
of whose shoes I am not*worthy 

8 to stoop down and unloose. I 
baptized you 4with water; but 
he shall baptize you ‘with the 
§ Holy Ghost. 

9 And it came to pass in those 
days, that Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
baptized of John ‘in the Jor- 

10 dan. Andstraightway coming 
up out of the water, he saw 
the heavens rent asunder, and 
the Spirit as a dove descending 

11 upon him: and a voice came 
out of the heavens, Thou art 
my beloved Son, in thee I am 
well pleased. 


"fee ouster’ author- 
4Or, in 6Or, Holy Spirit: and 


oy with”; and for 
note, 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric oF THE QUARTER: Jesus the Mighty Worker. 


GoLpEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: Believe me that I am 
tn the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the 
eery works’ sake-—Jobn 14 : il, 


Lesson OUTLINE: {z By the Herald, vs. 4-8. 

3. By the Voice, vs. 9-11. 
Gotpmn Text: The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord.—Mark 1: 3. 





Darty Home ReEaprines: 

M.—Mark1:1-1L The divine introduction of Jesua 
T.—Mal. 3:1-12. The voice of prophecy. 

W.—Matt. 3:1-17. Matthew’s parallel narrative. 
T.—Matt. 11:1-15. Prophecy fulfilled in Jesus. 
F.—Luke 3 : 1-22. Luke’s parallel narrative. 
$.—John 1: 6-34. John’s testimony of Jesus. 
$.—John 1 : 35-51. Jesus accepted of men, 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I. INTRODUCED BY THE PROPHETS, 


I. The Gospel’s Beginning : 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesws Christ (1). 
From that time began Jesus to preach (Matt. 4: 17). 

From the beginning were eyewitnesses (Luke 1 : 2). 

This beginning of his signs did Jesus in Cana (John 2: 11). 
Ye have been with me from the beginning (John 15: 27). 


ll. The Prophetic Writings : 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet (2). 

The spirit of the Lord spake by me (2 Sam. 23 : 2). 

He spuke by the mouth of his holy prophets (Luke 1:70). 

The Holy Ghost spake before by the mouth of David (Acts 1: 16). 
Men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. 1 : 21). 


ili, The Messianic Predictions : 

Make ye ready the way of the Lord (3). 

Thou art my son; this day have I eS thee (Psa. 2 : 7). 

And shall call his name Immanuel ( 

Out of thee shall one come... that is to be is er (Micah 5 : 2), 

The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy (Rev. 19: 10). 

1. “Jesus Christ, the Son of God.’ (1) His human title; (2) His 
official title ; (3) His divine title. 

2. “* Behold, I send my messenger before thy face.” (1) The face 
of the Son; (2) The messenger of God.—(1) The mission of the 
Messiah ; (2) The mission of the herald, 

8. ‘“‘ Make ye ready the way of the Lord.” (1) The coming Lord ; 
(2) The obstructed way ; (3) The demanded preparation, 


II, INTRODUCED BY THE HERALD. 


I. The Herald: 

John came, who baptized ... and preached (4). 
In those days cometh John the Pouet. ns (Matt. 3:1). 
The word of God came unto John (Luke 3 : 2). 


A man, sent from , whose name was John (John 1 : 6). 
There is none greater than John (Luke 7 : 28). 


ll. The Hearers: 

There went out unto him all the country of Judea (5). 
Then went out unto him Jerusalem, and all Judza (Matt. 3 : 5). 
He saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming (Matt. 3 : 7). 
Ye offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee ? (Luke 8 : 7.) 

The Jews sent unto him... priests and Levites (John 1 : 19), 


fll. The Announcement : 
There cometh after me he that is mightier than I (7). 
He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost (Matt. 3 : 11). 
He shall baptize vou... with = (Luke 3 ; 16). 
This is the Son of God (John 1: 
Behold, the Lamb of God (John ¥ 36). 
1. ‘‘John came, who baptized... and preached.”” John’s minis- 
trations: (1) Preaching the kingdom ; (2) Heralding the King; 
e 8 Fa. mgpew J the subjects. 
There cometh after me he that is mightier oe x & 
® sae s profound humility; (2) Jesus’ exalted greatn 
, 8. ‘Heshall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.” » The divine 
administrator ; (2) The human recipients; (3) e vit 
baptism. 


III, INTRODUCED BY THE VOICE, 


Il. The Heavens Opened: 

He saw the heavens rent aswnder (10). 
The heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God (Ezek. 1 : 1). 
Lo, the heavens were opened unto him (Matt. 3 :-16). 
Jesus . . baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened (Luke 3 : 21). 
I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing (Acts 7 : 56). 


il. The Spirit Descending : 

The Spirit as a dove descending (10). 
He saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove (Matt. 8 : 16). 
The Holy Ghost descended in a bodily form (Luke 8 : 22). 
I have beheld the Spirit deseending as a dove (John 1: 32). 
There appeared unto them tongues, ... like as of fire (Acts 2:3) 
Ill. The Voice Approving : 

A voice came,... Thou art my bdoved Son (11). 
And lo, a voice out of the heavens (Matt. 3 : 17). 
A voice came, ... Thou art my beloved Son (Luke 8 : 22). 
A voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my Son (Luke 9 : 35). 
—s came therefore a voice out of heaven (John 12 ; 28). 

* Jesus came, ... and was baptized of Johnin the Jordan.” (1) 


1 the holy ap licant ; (2) The sacred rite; (3) The noble admin- 
istrator; (4) The honored stream. 





2. ‘‘ He saw the heavens rent asunder, and the Spirit . .. descend- 
ing: and a voice came.”’ (1) The rending heavens; £ ) The 
descending rome (3) The approving voice.—(1) God the ather; 

2) Sao Se Son ;'@ ) God the Holy Spirit,—participants in the 
’s baptism. 
& “Thou on my beloved Son, in thee I am well | wesc (1) The 
Son’s relation to the Father ; (2) The Father's pleasure in the Son. 
LESSON BIBLE READING. 
JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
Of priestly descent (Luke 1 : 5, 8, 9). 
Of godly parentage (Luke 1 : 6). 
Ordained to be a Nazarite (Luke 1 : 18-15). 
Trained in the wilderness (Luke 1 : 80 ; Matt. 8 : 1-4), 


Did no miracles (John 10 : 41). 

Was exceedingly popular (Matt. 3:5; Luke 3: 10, 12, 14), 
Refused baptism to many (Matt. 3 :7-10; Luke 3 : 7, 8). 
Testified to Jesus as Messiah (John 1 : 29-34). 

Joyfully declined before Jesus (John 8 : 26-30). 

Suffered imprisonment (Matt. 14 : 3-5 ; Luke 3 : 19, 20). 
Experienced gloom (Matt. 11: 2,3; Luke 7 : 18, 19). 
Suffered martyrdom (Matt. 14 : 6-12). 

Monored of Jesus (Matt. $ : 13-15 ; 11 : 7-12, 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The Gospel story begins in Luke with the announcement 
of the birth of John the Baptist. More than thirty years 
after, “John came” as preacher. The first and second chap- 
ters of Matthew and of Luke tell all that is known of the 


and “in favour with God and men” (Luke 2: 52). 

The place where John was baptizing was, according te 
John’s Gospel (John 1 : 28), “Bethabara beyond Jordan.” 
The Revised Version, following the most ancient manuscripts, 
reads “ Bethany beyond Jordan.” The former reading ex- 
isted, however, before the days of Origen (186-253 A. D.); 
and the discovery by the Palestine Exploration Fund of a 
ford called ’Aba&rah (“ Beth-Abara” is the “ Place of Abara,” 
or “ Place of Crossing Over”), within two daye’ easy journey 
of Cana in Galilee (see John 2:1), points to Bethabara as 
the more correct form. Captain Conder suggests that the 
readings may be harmonized; Bethany being equivalent to 
Batanea, the Hebrew Bashan, and thus indicating the dis- 
trict in which the village of Bethabara lay, or to which it 
was the natural approach. If this view is correct, the place 
of John’s baptizing was in Perea, at a ford of the Jordan, 
about twenty-two miles south-east of Cana, about fourteen 
miles south of the Sea of Galilee, and a little above the city 
of Beth-shan. Tradition places the site of the baptism at a 
point much farther south, east of Jericho; but this is in con- 
flict with the biblical indications. 

The time when John began to baptize was in all proba- 
bility when he was thirty years of age, “in the fifteenth year 
of the reign of Tiberius Cesar (Luke 3:1). This is most 
conveniently reckoned as year of Rome 779, A.D. 26. As 
suming that John began his ministry during the summer, 
and that our Lord presented himself for baptism when he 
was thirty years old, the date of his baptism may be placed 
in January, year of Rome 780, A. D. 27. 





CRITICAL NOTES, 


BY PRESIDENT TIMOTHY DWIGHT. 


Verse 1.—The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God: The Gospel of Mark takes as its starting-point the 
beginning of the public ministry of Jesus, and is evidently 
designed to be a record of that ministry, rather than a narra- 
tive of the entire life of our Lord. It is, indeed, only ina 
limited sense, that we can apply the terms “biography” or 
“history” to the works of the evangelists, for that completeness 
which is ordinarily implied in these words is not found in 
them. They are rather collections of stories, which are 
recorded for the purpose of giving the reader the idea of 
Jesus as he was, by setting before him certain things which 
Jesus did and said,—stories which have a biographical 
character because of their connection with the progress of 
his life and work. But, using the term in the sense in which 
we may rightly use it, we may say with propriety that Mark 
makes it his purpose to write only of the public life, and not, 
like Matthew and Luke, to tell of the birth of Jesus, or to 
allude to his infancy or childhood. With this correct view 
of his Gospel, we may say that its proper beginning is at the 
fourteenth verse of this first chapter, and that all which 
precedes that verse is introductory in its character. The 
writer passes rapidly over the work of John the Baptist, 
and the baptism and temptation of Jesus, alluding to them 
only because it was in connection with and through them 
that Jesus was introduced to his ministry. His thought and 
purpose are moving towards the fourteenth verse, 

The question as to the exact meaning and relation of the first 
verse is to be considered in connection with what has thus 
been stated. This which is mentioned in the opening verses 
was the beginning of the Gospel, because the ministry of John 
and his announcement of the Lfessiah were in reality the 
opening of that great work in immediate preparation for 
which the baptism of Jesus by John took place. As to the 
exact construction of the words of verse 1, as related to the 
thought, there is some uncertainty. The Revised Version 
places a period at the end of the verse, making this verse 
complete in itself as one sentence, and then uniting verses 2-4 
in a single sentence. Verse 1 is also placed by the revisers 
as a paragraph by itself, and thus would seem to take its 
position as, in some sense, a title prefixed to this section of 
the Gospel. The Authorized Version, on the other hand, 
puts a semicolon at the end of verse 1, and a period at the 
end of verse 3; thus explaining the words of the evangelist 
as being a declaration that the beginning of the gospel was 
in accordance with the statements of prophecy which follow. 
A third view of the verses may be mentioned, according to 
which verses 2 and 3 are regarded as parenthetical, and verse 
1 has a kind of oppositional relation to verse 4: As the 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ (even in accordance 
with what is said, etc.), John appeared with his ministry of 
repentance and his baptism with water. In whichever way 
we explain the construction, there can be but little doubt 
that this introductory work of John, etc., is looked upon as, 
in a certain sense, the beginning of the great announcement 
of good tidings which Jesus made. 

John introduces the Lord’s work and the Lord himself, and 
what John did was what the prophets had predicted. The 
name “Jesus Christ” occurs in this verse, as it does in the 








history ef our Lord and his fererunner during these years, 





beginning of Matthew’s Gospel. This is one of the three in- 
stances in which the name is thus used by the earlier Gospelag ; 
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and, in every one of the cases, it is evident that it is employed 
as if from the standpoint of the time of the writer's preparation 
of his narrative, and not that of the lifetime of Jesus. Jesus 
is the Christ, the Messiah, or anointed one, in the Gospel story. 
The descriptive phrase, the Christ, was transformed by usage, 
and attached to Jesus as a part of a proper name, the article 
being lost. The only instance in which the term “Jesus 
Christ” occurs in the historical narrative in any of the four 
Gospels is John 17: 8. Possibly the use of the name in the 
prayer with the disciples (John 17) may have been the origin 
of the subsequent usage; but this is doubtful. The expression 
of Jesus Christ is probably equivalent here to concerning, or 
with reference to. It was the good news concerning him, and 
the way of salvation which he opened, which was then having 
its beginning. The words, the Son of God, are probably a 
genuine part of the text; but, as they are omitted in the 
Sinaitic manuscript, and some other ancient authorities, the 
marginal note introduced in the Revised Version has a proper 
place, as acquainting the English reader with the facts of the 
case, As the verse has, in some sense, the character of a title, 
however we may view the sentences, the addition of this phrase 
seems to accord with the solemnity of the verse, and no objec- 
tion can fairly be made against its use by this author, for 
Jesus declared himself to be the Son of God. 

Verses 2 and 3.—Lven as it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 
Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, Who shall prepare 
thy way; The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make ye 
ready the way of the Lord, Make his paths straight: The 
Authorized Verse reads, in verse 2, in the prophets, instead of 
in Isaiah the prophet; but there can be no reasonable doubt 
that the latter reading is correct. The difficulty which has 
been found here, in view of the fact that the first of the two 
passages cited is not from Isaiah, but from Malachi, is one 
which we may not be able fully to explain. It is evident, 
however, that the passage from Isaiah is the one on which 
the writer’s thought especially centred in connection with 
John’s preaching in the wilderness (see the other Gospels) ; 
and we may notice, also, that the New Testament writers in 
general busied themselves more with the thoughts and 
prophecies of the Old Testament than with the matter of 
perfect accuracy in quotation. They were writing for quite 
a different purpose than that of their modern critics, and 
they are to be judged according to their purpose and the 
custom of their time. Apparently the second verse is, from 
the evangelist’s standpoint, secondary in importance to the 
third; and for this reason he may have given prominence to 
Isaiah, and not have thought it necessary to mention dis- 
tinctly the name of the other propheta. In the Gospel of 
Matthew, the passage from Malachi is introduced in the 
account of the sending of two disciples by John, after his 
imprisonment had continued for a considerable period, to ask 
Jesus whether he was the coming one or not. In his answer 
to these disciples, Jesus used these prophetic words concerning 
John. Like the words of Isaiah, they were doubtless borne 
in mind by the earliest believers as applicable to John, and 
descriptive of his office and work. This being the case, the 
manner in which Mark unites the verses from the two 
prophets may appear less remarkable. 

Verse 4.—John came, who baptized im the wilderness and 
preached the baptism of repentance unto remission of sins: The 
word “came” here is equivalent to “appeared,” or came 
forward on the stage of action. This appearance of John 
was the fulfilment of the prophecy in its relation to the gos- 
pel and the kingdom of God. The fact of John’s coming 
forward is the thing which the evangelist makes prominent. 
Thus we have the expression “John came, who [the one 
who] baptized,” and not, as in the’ Authorized Version, 
“John did baptize.” The more direct statement of what 
John did, as this writer would present it, is found in verses 
Zand 8. The form of presentation is somewhat different in 
Matthew (Matt.3:1ff). The preaching of John the Baptist 
had reference to repentance; that is, to a thorough and com- 
plete change of the mind and governing purpose of the man. 
It was this repentance which was characteristic of his baptism. 
The baptism was founded upon it, and pledged the man to 
it. The word “unto” is nearly equivalent to “with a view 
to.” The remission of sins was that to which the baptism, 
ete, looked. John’s preaching of this complete change of 
character was preparatory to the preaching of faith, the 
means by which it could be effected. 

Verse 5.—And there went out unto him all the country of Judea, 
and all they of Jerusalem ; and they were baptized of him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins: This verse is very closely similar 
to the corresponding one in Matthew. It sets forth the wide 
extent of the influence of John’s preaching. The demand 
for an inward and real righteousness at such a time of Phari- 
saic hypocrisy and outward empty show naturally roused the 
conscience and the heart, and men began to answer to what 
they knew to be true in the depths of their souls. They con- 
, fessed that they were sinners, and promised repentance. 

Verses 6-8.—And John was clothed with camel's hair, and had 

@ leathern girdle about his loins, and did eat locusts and wild 

‘ honey. And he preached, saying, There cometh after me he that 
és mightier than I, the laichet of whose shoes I am not worthy to 

stoop dewn and unloose. I baptised you with water ; but he shall 

baptize you with the Holy Ghost: The description of John the 





Baptist and his preaching is much briefer here than in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke. This is doubtless to be 
accounted for by the fact already noticed, that this entire 
passage is simply introductory, and is given only for the pur- 
pose of indicating how it was that Jesus came to the entrance 
upon his public work. The beginning was in this way. It 
is in accordance with this purpose that the evangelist pre- 
sents nothing of John’s preaching, except that which sets 
forth his relation to the greater one who was coming forward. 
John’s clothing was made of a coarse kind of cloth manufac- 
tured from hairs of the camel, and his girdle was such as 
laboring men and men in the deserts wore. It is supposed 
that such clothing was not uncommon among prophets of the 
earlier time who resembled John the Baptist, in greater or 
less degree, in their work. He had the plainest sort of dress, 
and lived on the plainest sort of food. Locusts and the 
honey of wild bees were used for eating in the region where 
John preached ; and it was natural that in the wilderness, 
and with the stern and self-restraining habits which he had, 
these should constitute his simple food.—He that is mightier 
than I: It is most interesting to observe how John, even in 
all the stirring proclamation of righteousness which char- 
acterized his mission, placed Jesus higher than himself always, 
and rejoiced only as the friend of the bridegroom, and as one 
who was to decrease while the greater prophet and king 
should increase. The exaltation of Jesus in comparison with 
himself is most strikingly and impressively set forth in the 
words, “the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy,” etc. 
Mark alone, with the vividness and simple emphasis which 
are characteristic of his style, adds the words “to stoop 
down:” I am not worthy even to perform for him the hum- 
ble part of the servant who stoops down and unlooses the 
sandals, It is altogether probable that the original text had 
no preposition here before the word “ water,” such as we find 
in Matthew, and thus that the translation “with water,” 
rather than “in water,” is correct. The presence or absence 
of the preposition, however, can hardly be considered a mat- 
ter of great importance. The baptism which Jesus should 
give would be that which was in and with the Holy Spirit. 
This baptism was that which involved with itself the change 
of the whole inner life, and was truly renewing to the man, 
—a divine influence coming upon him and abiding with him 
to transform and purify that life. 

Verses 9-11.—And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus 
came from Nasareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in the 
Jordan. And straightway coming wp out of the water, he saw the 
heavens rent asunder, and the Spirit as a dove descending upon 
him: and a ‘voice came out of the heavens, Thou art my beloved 
Son, in thee I am well pleased: The account of the baptism is 
similar to that in Matthew, but is briefer, in accordance with 
the purpose of the writer already indicated. The peculiari- 
ties in the account given by Mark are found, in the first place, 
in the statement that Jesus saw the heavens rent asunder, 
and, secondly, in that the voice is represented as addressing 
itself to him. “Thou art my beloved Son,” etc., are the 
words as given by Mark; “This is my beloved Son,” etc., 
those recorded by Matthew. The words of the last verse, 
and, indeed, the whole account of the baptism, present before 
the reader the seal and confirmation of the ministry of Jesus 
which were given by God through this scene, and the won- 
derful elements in it. Viewing the scene as related to the 
mission of John the Baptist,—the subject of the present les- 
son,—we must regard it as the consummation, as it were, of 
that “ beginning” which was connected with the appearance 
of John as the great prophet who brought to end the older 
dispensation, and opened the way for the new. 

Yale University. 





SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS. 
BY PROFESSOR DR. FREDERIC GODET. 


1. If we wish to have some idea of the emotion produced 
in the hearts of God’s people by the person and preaching of 
John the Baptist, we only have to imagine the sudden appear- 
ance among us of a person, having on his countenance the 
impress of an austere holiness, who would announce the speedy 
return of the Lord, and summon the Church to prepare for 
this event by repentance and the regenerating baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. The profane and the scoffers would not fail to 
rise against him, and try to shut his mouth. But also, in all 
directions, earnest believers would be seen hastening to hear 
the call of this mysterious preacher, then to receive it, and 
seek God’s face with renewed zeal. Undoubtedly such was 
the commotion which the appearance of John produced when, 
at about the age of thirty, at the divine signal, he went out 
from the desert where he had dwelt until that time, 

2. What had made the mission of this extraordinary mes- 
senger necessary? It was the false idea which the people 
had formed of the nature of the Messiah’s reign, the one so 
impatiently expected. His reign was represented as a state 
of pleasure and glory, while holiness, which ought to be its 
foundation, was forgotten, The result was that the only 
qualification regarded as necessary to take part in it was that 
of being an Israelite,—that is to say, a descendant of Abraham, 
—while the moral conditions, which were indispensable in 
erder to become a partaker im this new state of things, were 





forgotten. It was necessary, then, to remind these deluded 
people that without God’s pardon, and breaking off from sin, 
which is the fruit of it, there was for no one, not even the 
Israelites, anything to hope for-in the Messiah’s kingdom, 
It was necessary to make them understand that salvation was 
not release from the sufferings of life and from the yoke of 
the Romans, but deliverance from the yoke of sin and the 
power of Satan. It was necessary to lead them to feel their 
moral need, to ask for pardon, and to show forth in their 
lives the fruits of repentance and of a genuine return to God. 
That which was then true concerning God’s people as a 
whole, is still true in regard to each individual Christian, 
St. Augustine has said: “No one comes to the heaven of the 
knowledge of God until after passing through the hell of 
a knowledge of himself.” If the knowledge of our sins has 
not cast us down into the dust, if the anguish of condemna- 
tion has not made us tremble, we listlessly avail ourselves of 
the salvation which is offered to us in Christ, or we do not 
even avail ourselves of it at all; we limit ourselves to know- 
ing and confessing him. This accounts for the lukewarmness 
which has taken possession of so large a part of Christian 
communities. One does not find pardon because he does not 
seek it; and he does not seek it because he does not suffer 
from the sins of which he now is, and wishes to remain, the 
slave, and because he is contented under the weight of his 
chain. He does not receive the reviving breath of the Spirit 
because he does not ask for it, and he does not ask for it 
because he is satisfied with a worldly life. A message from 
God must come, resounding in the conscience like a peal of 
thunder, as the voice of John the Baptist in the heart of 
Israel, so that the sinner may throw himself trembling into 
the arms of Jesus, and heartily accept his salvation. 

8. How could Jesus say of John the Baptist, this man of 
God who had prepared the way for him, that “he that is 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater” than this divine 
messenger? This it is which the scene at the baptism of 
Jesus enables us to understand. John sees the Spirit descend 
on the Lord, but he does not receive it himself. Now, this 
Spirit, given to the Lord without measure (John 8: 34), is 
given to him, not only for himself, but for himself and all 
belonging to him. All believers are in advance, as it were, 
baptized in him. “Heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ,” said St. Paul in speaking of Christ’s glory, in which 
all believers will share. This is also true of the gift of the 
Spirit bestowed on Jesus here on earth. Jesus received it 
fully, so that each one belonging to him may receive a share 
from him. Here is the reason why the least of believers is 
greater than he who was greater than the prophets of the old 
dispensation. The smallest blade of grass is a greater thing 
than the most magnificent crystal, and the humblest worm is 
greater than the most majestic tree, because there is in the 
blade of grass a power of life which is wanting in the crystal, 
and in the worm a power of life that is wanting in the plant, 
The least in the “higher order is greater than the greatest in 
the lower order. Let us walk wort@y of this high vocation 
wherewith we are called (Eph. 4: 1), and realize by the 
spirit of Christ a life which does not fall short of the de 
votion, the courage, and the humility of John the Baptist. 

Neuchatel, Switzerland, 





THE STRONG FORERUNNER AND THE 
STRONGER SON. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


The first words of “In Memoriam” might be taken to 
describe the theme of Mark’s Gospel. It is the “strong Son 
of God” whom he sets forth in his rapid, impetuous narra- 
tive, which is full of fiery energy, and delights to paint the 
unresting continuity of Christ’s filial service. His theme is 
not the King, as in Matthew; nor the Son of man, as in Luke; 
nor the eternal Word manifested in flesh, asin John. There- 
fore he neither begins by tracing his kingly lineage, as does 
the first evangelist; nor by dwelling on the humanities of 
wedded life and the sacredness of the family since he has 
been born; nor by soaring to the abysses of the eternal 
abiding of the Word with God, as the agent of creation, the 
medium of life and light,—but plunges at once into his subject, 
and begins the Gospel with the mission of the forerunner, 


which melts immediately into the appearance of the Son. 
1. We may note first, in this lesson, the prelude, including | 


verses 1, 2, and 3. We need not discuss the grammatical 
connection of these verses, or the; relation of verses 2 and 3 
to the following section. However that be settled, the result, 
for our present purpose, isthe same, Mark considers that 
John’s mission is the beginning of the gospel. Here are 
two noteworthy points,—his use of that well-worn word, “the 
gospel,” and his view of John’s place in relation to it. The 
gospel is the narrative of the facts of Christ’s life and death. 
Later usage has taken it to be, rather, the statement of the 
truths deducible from these facts, and especially the procla- 
mation of salvation by the power of Christ’s atoning death; 
but the primitive application of the word is to the history 
itself. So Paul uses it in his formal statement of the gospel 
which he preached, with the addition, indeed, of the expla- 
nation of the meaning of Christ’s death (1 Cor. 15 : 1-6). 
The very name “good news” necessarily implies that the 
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gospel is, primarily, history; but we cannot exclude from 
the meaning of the word the statement of the significance of 
the facts, without which the facts have no message of blessing. 
Mark adds the dogmatic element when he defines the subject 
,of the Gospel as being “Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” In 
the remainder of the book the simple name “Jesus” is used; 
but here, in starting, the full, solemn title is given, which 
unites the contemplation of him in his manhood, in his office 
as fulfiller of prophecy and crown of revelation, and in his 
mysterious, divine nature. 

Whether we regard verses 2 and 3 as connected grammati- 
cally with the preceding or the following verses, they equally 
refer to John, and define his position in relation to the Gospel. 
The Revised Version restores the true reading, “in Isaiah 
the prophet,” which some unwise and timid transcriber has, 
as he thought, mended into “the prophets,” for fear that an 
error should be found in Scripture. Of course, verse 2 is not 
Isaiah’s, but Malachi’s; but verse 3, which is Isaiah’s, was 
uppermost in Mark’s mind, and his quotation of Malachi is, 
apparently, an afterthought, and is plainly merely introduc- 
tory of the other, on which the stress lies, The remarkable 
variation in the Malachi quotation, which occurs in all three 
evangelists, shows how completely they recognized the divinity 
of our Lord in their making words which in the original are 
addressed by Jehovah to himself, to be addressed by the Father 
to the Son. There is a difference in the representation of the 
office of the forerunner in the two prophetic passages. In 
the former “he” prepares the way of the coming Lord; in 
the latter he calls upon “his hearers” to prepare it. In fact, 
John prepared the way, as we shall see presently, just by call- 
ing on men todo so. In Mark’s view, the first stage in the 
gospel is the mission of John. He might, have gone further 
back,—to the work of prophets of old, or to the earliest 
beginnings in time of the self-revelation of God, as the 
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews does; or he might have 
ascended even higher up the stream,—to the true “ beginning,” 
from which the fourth evangelist starts. But his distinctly 
practical genius leads him to fix his gaze on the historical fact 
of John’s mission, and to claim for it a unique position, which 
he proceeds to develop. 

2. So we have, next, the strong servant and forerunner 
(vs. 4-8). The abruptness with which the curtain is drawn, 
and the gaunt figure of the desert-loving ascetic shown us, is 
very striking. It is like the way in which Elijah, his proto- 
type, leaps, as it were, full armed into thearena. The parallel 
passage in Matthew links his appearance with the events 
which it has been narrating by the phrase “in these days,” 
and calls him “the Baptist.” Mark has no such words, but 
lets him stand forth in his isolation, The two accounts may 
profitably be compared. Their likenesses suggest that they 
rest on a common basis, probably of oral tradition, while 
their differences are, for the most part, significant. fiark 
differs in his arrangement of the common matter, in omissions, 
and in some variations of expression. Each account gives a 
general summary of John’s teaching at the beginning; but 
Matthew puts emphasis on the Baptist’s proclamation that 
the kingdom of heaven was at hand, to which nothing in 
Mark corresponds, His Gospel does not dwell on the royalty 
of Jesus, but rather represents him as the servant than as the 
king. Mark begins with describing John as baptizing, which 
only appears later in Matthew’s account. Mark omits all 
reference to the Sadducees and Pharisees, and to John’s sharp 
words tothem., He has nothing about the axe laid to the 
trees, nothing about the children of Abraham, nothing about 
the fan in the hand of the great Husbandman, All the theo- 
cratic aspect of the Messiah, as proclaimed by John, is 
absent; and, as there is no reference to the fire which 
destroys, so neither is there to the fire of the Holy Ghost, in 
which he baptizes. Mark reports only John’s preaching and 
baptism of repentance, and his testimony to Christ as stronger 
than he, and as baptizing with the Holy Ghost. 

So, on the whole, Mark’s picture brings out prominently 
the following traits in John’s personality and mission: First, 
his preparation for Christ by preaching repentance. The 
truest way to create in men a longing for Jesus, and to lead 
to a true apprehension of his unique gift to mankind, is to 
evoke the penitent consciousness of sin. The preacher of 
guilt and repentance is the herald of the bringer of pardon 
and purity. That is true in reference to the relation of 
Judaism and Christianity, of John and Jesus, and is as true 
to-day as ever it was. Theroot of maimed conceptions of the 
work and nature of Jesus Christ is a defective sense of sin. 
When men are roused to believe in judgment, and to realize 
their own evil, they are ready to listen to the blessed news of 
a Saviour from sin and its curse. The Christ whom John 
heralds is the Christ that men need; the Christ whom men 
receive, without having been out in the wilderness with the 
stern preacher of sin and judgment, is but half a Christ,—and 
it is the vital half that is missing. 

Again, Mark brings out his personal asceticism. He omits 
much, but he could not leave out the picture of the grim, 
lean solitary, who stalked among soft-robed men, like Elijah 
come to life again, and held the crowds by his self-chosen 
privations no less than by his fierce, fiery eloquence. His 


moner men, and make the next point the more striking; 
namely, the utter humility with which this strong, self- 
reliant, fiery rebuker of sin and despiser of rank and official 
dignities flings himself at the feet of the coming one. He is 
strong, as his life and the awestruck crowds testified. How 
strong must that other be! He feared not the face of man, 
nor owned inferiority to any; but his whole soul melted into 
joyful submission, and confessed unworthiness even to unlace 
the sandals of that mightier One. His transitional position 
is also plainly marked by our evangelist. He is the end of 
prophecy, the beginning of the gospel, belonging to neither 
or to both. He is not merely a prophet, for he is prophe- 
sied of as well ; and he stands so near him whom he foretells, 
that his prediction is‘almost fact. He is not an evangelist, 
nor, in the closest sense, ¢ servant of the coming Christ ; for 
his lowly confession of unworthiness does not imply merely 
his humility, but accurately defines the limits of his function. 
It was not for him to bear or to loose that Lord’s sandals. 
There were those who did minister to him, and the least of 
those whose message to the world was “Christ has come,” 
had the honor of closer service than that greatest among 
women-born, whose task was to run before the chariot of the 
King, and tell that he was at hand. 

8. We have the gentle figure of the stronger Son. The 
introduction of Jesus is somewhat less abrupt than that of 
John; but, if we remember whom Mark believed him to be, 
the quiet words which tell of his first appearance are sufli- 
ciently remarkable. There is no meniion of his birth or 
previous years. His deeds will tell who he is. The years 
before his baptism were of no moment for Mark’s purpose, 
nor has he any report of the precious conversation of Jesus 
with John, when the forerunner testified to Christ’s purity, 
which needed no washing nor repentance, and acknowledged 
at once his own sinfulness and the Lord’s cleansing power, 
and when Christ accepted the homage, and, by implication, 
claimed the character, purity, and power which John attri- 
buted to him. The omission may be accounted for on 4 
principle which seems to run through all this Gospel,—of 
touching lightly, or omitting, indications of our Lord’s dig- 
nity, and dwelling by preference on his acts of lowliness and 
service. The baptism is recorded; but the conversation, 
which showed that the King of Israel, in submitting to it, 
acknowledged no need of it for himself, but regarded it as 
“fulfilling righteousness,” is passed by. The sinlessness of 
Jesus, and the special meaning of his baptism, are sufficiently 
shown by the descending Spirit and the approving voice. 
These Mark does record; for they warrant the great name 
by which, in his first verse, he has described Jesus as “the 
Son of God.” 

The brief account of these is marked by the evangelist’s 
vivid pictorial faculty, which we shall frequently have to 
notice as we read the Gospel. Here he puts us, by a word, 
in the position of eye-witnesses of the scene, as it is passing, 
when he describes the heavens as “being rent asunder,”—a 
much more forcible and pictorial word than Matthew’s 
“opened.” He says nothing of John’s share in the vision. 
All is intended for the Son. It is Jesus who sees the rending 
heavens and the descending dove. The voice which Matthew 
represents as speaking of Christ, Mark represents as speak- 
ing to him. 

The baptism of Jesus, then, was an epoch in his own con- 
sciousness, It was not merely his designation to John or to 
others as Messiah, but for himself, the sense of sonship, and 
the sunlight of the divine complacency filled his spirit in new 
measure or manner. Speaking as we have to do from the 
outside, and knowing but dimly the mysteries of his unique 
personality, we have to speak modestly and little. But we 
know that our Lord grew, as to his manhood, in wisdom, and 
that his manhood was continually the receiver, from the 
Father, of the spirit; and the reality of his divinity, as dwell- 
ing in his manhood from the beginning of that manhood, is 
not affected by the belief that, when the dove-like Spirit 
floated down on his meek head, glistening with the water of 
baptism, his manhood then received a new and special con- 
sciousness of his Messianic office and of his sonship. 

Whilst that voice was for his sake, it was for others too; 
for John himself tells us (John 1) that the sign had been 
told him beforehand, and that it was his sight of the descend- 
ing dove which heightened his thoughts and gave a new turn 
to his testimony, leading him to know and to show “ that this 
is the Son of God.” The rent heavens have long since closed, 
and that dread voice is silent; but the fact of that attestation 
remains on record, that we, too, may hear through the cen- 
turies God speaking of and to his Son, and may lay to heart 
the commandment to us, which naturally follows God’s wit- 
ness to Jesus, “ Hear ye him.” 

The symbol of the dove may be regarded as a prophecy of 
the gentleness of the Son. Thus early in his course the two 
qualities were harmonized in him, which so seldom are 
united, and each of which dwelt in him in divinest perfec- 
tion, both as to degree and manner. John’s anticipations of 
the strong coming One looked for the manifestations of his 
strength in judgment and destruction. How strangely his 
images of the axe, the fan, the fire, are contrasted with the 





desert life and contempt for ease and luxury spoke of a 
strength ef character and purpose which fascinated com- 


reality, emblemed by this dove, dropping from heaven, with 


the ages, Christ’s strength has been the strength of gentle- 
ness, and his coming has deen like that of Noah’s dove, with 
the olive-branch in its beak, and the tidings of an abated 
flood and of a safe home in its return. The ascetic preachea 
of repentance was strong to shake and purge men’s hearts by 
terror; but the stronger Son comes to conquer by meekness, 
and reign by the omnipotence of love. The beginning of the 
gospel was the anticipation and the proclamation of strength 
like the eagle’s, swift of flight, and powerful to strike and‘ 
destroy. The gospel, when it became a fact, and not a hope, ; 
was found in the meek Jesus, with the dove of God, the 
gentle Spirit, which is mightier than all, nestling in his 
heart, and uttering soft notes of invitation through his lips, 
Manchester, England. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D., LL.D, 


We come to study the official acts of Christ, as seen by 
John (Grace of God) Mark (The Manly). A capital combi- 
nation of qualities for studying him who is in one person the 
Son of God, and, as Dekker said, “the first true gentleman 
that ever breathed.” Perhaps this John could not be called 
“manly” at first, any more than “The Supplanter” (Jacob); 
could be called “A Prince” at first, for he had some unmanly, 
or rather man-like, traits (Mark 14: 51; Acts 13:13). But 
he became heroic enough to be a comfort to such an other- 
worldly hero as Paul (Col. 4: 10, 11), and a son to Peter | 
(1 Peter 5: 13). 

He wrote this account about thirty years after Christ’s 
death, and after he had heard every incident of the unword- 
able life canvassed again and again by the disciples, It was 
written for Gentiles, and sets forth to the mighty nation- 
conquering Romans the almighty Worker and Conqueror of 
the world. 

Lesson points—The Baptist prepares himself for thirty ‘ 
years, works only twenty months; but no life of seventy years 
ever did greater work. 1862 years ago this very month, John 
preached a new dispensation. He exalted confession as man’s 
part in forgiveness, A demand for rightness and straight 
paths always produces such tremendous effects that it must be 
consonant with man’s best nature. 

Coarse sackcloth and food make possible that fine renun- 
ciation of his unbounded popularity, that Christ might step 
to the front (vs. 6,7). He must increase, but I must decrease, 
Self-sacrifice is necessary to a true leader of the people. They 
are divinely constituted to revere self-denial. He whoisable 
to exercise it, so nearly approximates God-hood that he is fit 
to be followed. To be able to stand firm at Marathon or 
Appomattox a day, to stand conspicuous as A bdiel, or Huss at. 
Prague, Savonarola at Florence, or Christ at Calvary, requires 
a life of development, and is worth a life’s surrender. 

Christ was baptized not to wash away sins, did not receive 
Christian baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, not especially for an example, else he would not be the 
last, not wait till he was thirty years of age, but was baptized 
to fulfil the law for consecration to the priesthood. He 
referred to this subsequently es his authority to do these 
things (Mark 11: 30). 

Coming out of the water praying (Luke 3: 21), he saw the 
heavens “rent asunder” (Rev. Ver.). Heaven is not an 
indifferent, nor even a silent, spectator of men’s consecration, 
There could be no waiting, nor deliberate recognition; the 
Spirit comes bodily, and the voice of the Father breaks out,— 
the whole Trinity bursts into action. Doubts might have 
been in the expanding human mind before, but they are 
dissipated now. God is light, and will not have his Son walk 
in darkness. It was not enough for Jesus that he should be 
a good child, perfectly obedient, beautiful, manly, fulfilling 
all rightness, he must be visited and filled with the Spirit, 
and hear the voice of God. Is it so yet? 

Every true teacher may be a John the Baptist for the com- 
ing of Christ to the pupils, and every prepared pupil may 
receive the heavenly Guest. 

Denver, Cole. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ (v.1). A begin- 
ning is always a stage of progress. It involves the idea of 
something before it, as well as of something after it. Hence 
any beginning is one of many beginnings. It is never the 
first beginning. Mark tells of this beginning of the gospel 
when Jesus began to preach it. Luke tells of the beginning 
of the same gospel when the angel declared it to the shep- 
herds of Bethlehem, at the birth of Jesus. Matthew tells of 
its beginning even before that, when an angel foretold it to 
Joseph, the husband of Mary. The Old Testament tells of 
its still earlier beginning, when God himself gave a promise 
of it to Adam. John, again, goes way back of all this, and 
tells of the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ before the | 


John’s; but all of us have had its beginning to ourselves this 
side of Mark’s starting-point; and there isn’t one of us who i 





sunshine on its breast, and peace in its still wings! Through 





oughta’t to be the means of its beginning to some soul thas. 


world was. It is not easy to imagine a beginning earlier than , 
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needs it as much as Adam did. It is a terrible thought that 
there are souls close by us which have not yet had the begin- 
ning of the gospel in their own hearts. It’s a glorious thought 
that you and I can bring the beginning of the gospel to some 
such soul. In this work we can do for that soul all that Mark 
has been the means of doing for a myriad of souls, Lord, 
help us to be faithful evangelists in declaring the beginning 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ to those to whom thou wouldst 
send us with this good news of salvation for them / 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet (v.2). All that is writ- 
ten by command of God will be fulfilled by consent of God. 
The present was foretold; the future is foretold. You and I 
may not now read the prophecy for the future with clearness; 
but its fulfilling will make it plain to all, It is a very com- 
mon thing to find out some great mistake in man’s record of 
history; but no mistake was ever yet found out, nor ever can 
be, in God’s record of prophecy. Countries and men, of 
which history has testified for centuries, have proved to be 
mere myths, Not one jot or one tittle of the inspired foretel- 
ling of events up to the present time has been lacking in 
absolute accuracy. Prophecy is surer than history at every 
point where the two seem in conflict. Set that down for sure! 

Make ye ready the way of the Lord (v.8). If you would like to 
have the Lord’s presence with you, you must make ready for 
him. He could prepare his own way; but he leaves it for you 
todo. Your preparing for his coming is a sign of your wish 
and purpose as to his coming. If you wanted a guest in 
your house, you would recognize the duty of having your 
“spare room” ready for him, and the doorway unblocked. 
You ought to do as much as this for the Divine Guest, whose 
coming is to be looked for. His coming to you is not depend- 
ent on your preparation for him; but the manner of his 
coming to you is. If you do not prepare his way as your 
Guest, you are liable to a call from him as your Judge, while 
you are still unprepared for his coming in any guise. 

There cometh after me he that is mightier than I (v. 7). One 
of the supremest tests of humility is to admit that those who 
come after us are our superiors, It is comparatively easy to 
confess that those who went before us knew more than we 
know, and did better,—for they were older than we are; but 
to agree that our juniors are in advance of us, in skill and 
knowledge and judgment and spirit,—that goes against the 
grain. It is hard for an old minister to admit that a young 
man not only has a better hearing than he has, but deserves 
it; hard for an old professor to admit that the younger one’s 
theology is probably sounder, and his Bible knowledge greater, 
than his own; hard for a man in any profession or branch of 
business to realize that his evident losing ground in compari- 
son with his younger rivals is because of his inferiority to 
them ;—but there is no truth truer than that the good times 
and the good men—the better days and the better people— 
are to be looked for after us instead of before us. This was 
true in the days of John the Baptist as he looked forward to 
the beginning of the gospel of Jesus; it is true in these days 
of further progress toward readiness for the second coming of 
Jesus Christ, to establish his kingdom permanently. Yet it 
is a singular fact, in proof of the perversity of human nature, 
that many a man who professes to be preparing the way for 
the coming of Christ is constantly moaning over the former 
days as the better days, and is sure that those who are coming 
after him are not quite so spiritually minded or so soundly 
orthodox as he is, Let this lesson be a reminder of our dan- 
ger of falling into this folly. 

A voice came out of the heavens (v.11), A voice is continu- 
ally coming out of the heavens, It is speaking personally to 
every child of God, It always speaks the right word for the 
moment to the one to whom it is addressed. It speaks words 
of warning, or of counsel, or of suggestion ; or it speaks words 
of sympathy, and of comfort, and of inspiration, and of appro- 
bation. It is a great thing to recognise the voice of God out 
of the heavens, Many a child of God longs to hear the voice 
of God, and yet fails to recognize that voice when it speaks 
putof the heavens, The closer one keeps to Jesus, and the 
more one lives in the spirit of Jesus, the readier one will be 
to recognize the voice of the Father in its timeliness and in 
its helpfulness. Meanwhile, to be in the discharge of one’s 
simple duty, as Jesus was when he heard the voice of the 
Father, is the surest way for any child of God to have a voice 
from heaven telling him that his course is well pleasing to 
the Father. 


Philadelphia, 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. FF. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 

Looking carefully at this lesson, we may see three prepara- 
tions. Look at them in their order. 

First preparation. This was a divine preparation.—God 
had been long preparing a sacrifice for the sins of the world. 
In fulness of time this preparation was complete, and the Son 
of God came into the world, being born of a virgin, as the 
Prophet had long before foretold. Then, for the thirty years 
of his life, the divine Master had been silently preparing for 
his life work. All that was included in that long period of 
patient waiting we shall never know; but there was much 
that be had te learn as a man, before he was ready te come 





out and begin his life of public ministry. There was a 
“needs be” for all this waiting, in order that the divine prepa- 
ration might be a complete one. The whole story of the 
divine purpose in this preparation is told in the words of the 
Apostle John: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” God’s preparation was 
now complete, at least so far as it could be, and only lacked 
the events of the next three years to make it an absolutely 
finished work. 

Second preparation. This was the work of John the 
Baptist—His work was only that of a voice. He began 
nothing, and he finished nothing. His task was to announce 
what God had already begun, and to point out what men 
were to carry on to completion. Wet his was a very impor- 
tant work; and so magnificently did he do it, that the Master 
gave him such praise as he gave to no other being on earth. 
In this respect Christ placed him higher than any of the 
sons of men. How well John performed his task, we may 
see by the success of his mission. He was in very deed a 
popular preacher, for all the country poured out to hear him. 
What Whitefield, or Wesley, or Moody, have been in modern 
times, that, and more, John was in his.days, Citizens and 
soldiers, common people and ecclesiastics, thronged around 
him, and hung on his lips, That his preaching was not 
without its due effect may be seen from the fact that the 
people not only gave heed to his words, but obeyed them, 
and reformed their ways. If a man like Herod “did many 
things” because of him, we may easily believe that those who 
were by nature and practice more godly felt the influence of 
his preaching to a marked degree. 

It is worth our while here to note that John was content 
to be “a voice.” He claimed no honor for himself, and was 
not willing that there should be any misunderstanding among 
the people as to who or what he himself was. He distinctly 
disclaimed any honor, and declared that, as for himself, he 
was bound to decline in popularity, while he of whom he 
spoke was to increase, What an example for John’s succes- 
sors for all time, some of whom are like the Pharisees who 
sought honor from one another! All of this man’s effort was 
to turn men, not to, but away from, himself, and to point them 
to Him whose forerunner he was. In this he showed the 
spirit of him of whom he spoke, 

Third preparation. This was the work ef the people.— 
The other two preparations would all be in vain if this were 
lacking. John felt this very keenly, and therefore made 
every effort to arouse them to make their preparation in time. 
Many of them seemed to realize this, and asked him what 
they should do to be prepared. His directions were explicit, 
and he feared not to tell them exactly what they had to do 
for their share of the work. “Cease to do evil; learn to do 
well,”—this was the substance of all that he taught. Now 
among the people there were those who followed. his advice, 
and, when the Master came forth, these were ready to enter 
into fellowship with him at once, But there were others 
who refused to heed the warning of the stern prophet, and 
these were doubtless those who, when the Master came, were 
his bitterest opponents, 

Now, as there were three preparations in the time of the 
Baptist, so there are three preparations in our days. 

First: God’s preparation.—This is to-day more complete 
than it was in the time of the Baptist. When Jesus 
cried on the cross, “It is finished,” he meant more than 
merely that his life had come to anend. His great life work 
was finished, and the price had been paid for the ransom of 
the sinner. He bare our sins in his own body on the tree, 
and when he had done that, there remained no more to be 
done that God might be able to pardon, at least so far as the 
divine side went. We should try to make our scholars 
understand clearly that God has made all the necessary 
preparation for their pardon, and that he will never make 
any more, If what has been done is not enough to satisfy 
them, then they never will be satisfied. 

Second preparation. This consists in the call.—The call 
of the Holy Spirit, seconded by that of the human herald of 
the message of salvation, Who is there in this school who 
has not heard this, not once or twice, but many times? Yes, 
God has prepared for our salvation, and his messengers have 
prepared in giving the invitation. What then remains? 
Only one thing. That is the 

Third preparation. My preparation.—Both the others 
will be of no avail unless this too is made. And just here is 
where most of those in our schools who fail of salvation 
make their fatal mistake, They rest in a kind of comfort- 
able consciousness that God has opened the way very wide, 
and that they have preachers and teachers, and that in some 
way it is hardly possible that they will be lost, And yet 
many of them will be lost, just because they fail to make the 
one preparation that it is their duty to make. See how it 
stands. God has prepared. Teachers have prepared. But 
scholars have not prepared, and therefore they go down to 
the pit, in spite of all that has been done forthem, Far 
better had it been for all such, had God never made any 
preparation, or had they not heard the voice of the teacher 
urging them te flee from the wrath to come. 

What a lemon for the teacher also to learn from these 





verses! Was John faithful? Did he utter the whole counsel 
of God so far as it was revealed to him? Well, then, he 
stands as an example to us not to shun to declare the whole 
counsel of God to our classes, but to warn them to flee from 
the wrath to come, lest they, not to say we, find that we have 
been unfaithful to our trust. 


New York City. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 


BY FAITH LATIMER, 


With the new year we begin again the Gospel story, with 
lessons full of interest, which can be adapted to the youngest, 
to the new scholar or the child in the mission class who may 
hear it for the first time. And yet these lessons will be so 
full of allusions to our past course that you can often call on 
the older scholars for familiar references. For the next six 
months the lessons will follow the story of Jesus as given by 
Mark. By joining the lessons together, week by week, you 
can give the children a picture of the course of Jesus’ life, 
from the beginning of his work until the end. For children 
who can read even a little, it would be wise to provide, in 
addition to primary lesson papers, a copy of the Gospel of 
Mark. It can be bought for a trifle at the Bible House, 
New York, and it is a gratification to a child even to follow 
the reading. You cannot begin too soon to encourage the 
habit of caring for and carrying a book of Scripture, and 
taking part in the school exercises, and this would make the . 
children eager to substitute the Bible for one Gospel. 

Calling for the title of lesson, remark on the beginning of 
the new year and beginning a story of good news, Question ~ 
freely on the familiar story of Christ’s birth, letting the 
younger and timid ones share in the answering. What did 
the wise men call the infant Jesus? If a king should send 
us this message, “I invite you all to spend one day in seven 
with me,” wouldn’t it be a great honor? Would you refuse 
to go? But suppose he should say, “I am coming to you 
every Sunday; and if you want to know me and love me, I 
will stay with you all the time.” Don’t you think you would 
make ready for him, and give him a welcome? The king 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the one we are to study 
about,—how he came, what he said and did, and where he is 
now. If we spend these next six months doing this, don’t 
you hope we shall all know and love him? One of the 
prophets wrote our golden text of to-day. In our lesson we 
read of Isaiah, who said a messenger should come before him. 
When a king was coming, a herald was sent before, telling 
the people to clear the roads, cut down trees, move stones, to 
make the way straight and smooth, 

A Messenger.—One came before Jesus; his name was John; 
he was called John the Baptist. He preached to the people, 
telling them to be sorry for sin, to repent, to turn away from 
sin, to ask forgiveness; and when they confessed their sins, 
he baptized them in the river Jordan. 

How the Messenger Looked.—How did the priests dress in 
the days of Moses and Aaron? Not like them; he had no 
robes of blue or fine linen, no jewels on his shoulder, no 
breastplate. As some of the old prophets did, he wore a 
long loose robe, or cloak, made of camels’ hair woven into a 
rough coarse cloth, and a girdle of leather around his waist. 
He did not have such food as the Jewish priests had; for he 
was so busy in his work that he cared little for what he ate, 
and took what food he could find,—locusts dried, just as the 
poor people in that land eat them now, and wild honey which 
the bees left in clefts of the rocks or in hollow trees, 

What the Messenger Said.—What did he tell the people 
about their sins? What were they to do? John was so 
humble that he wanted to be remembered only as the mes 
senger who told of the coming of the King. Hesaid: “There 
cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.” That 
was what slaves and servants did: when a guest came inte 
the house, they loosened the straps which bound their sandals 
or shoes, and took them off and washed theirfeet. John did 
not feel worthy even to stoop down and toserve Jesus, Then 
he told how much greater Jesus’ work would be, for he said, 
“T indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost.” 

The Coming of Jesus.— What did John not feel worthy to 
do? See what honor was put on him,—not to stoop te his 
feet, but to baptize the only one who ever lived without sin. 
Jesus needed no baptism, for he/had no sins of his own to 
confess; but he came to bear the ains of others, and to fulfil 
all righteousness he was baptized. He was thirty years old, 
—just as old as the priests before they began their work. 

The Presence ef God.— When Jesus was baptized, God the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit were there. The 
heavens opened, “rent asunder,” the Holy Spirit as a dove 
descended upon Jesus, and a voice came out of the opened 
heavens, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am well 
pleased.” 

All the above can be taught to little children, requiring 
no more perception than they daily give to home affairs and 
secular thoughts. Use questions whenever possible, review- 
ing often, and always let such ef the class as can give facta, 
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rather than do it yourself. These are practical questions too: 
What was the work of John? Whose way did he prepare? 
Is the way prepared for his coming in your heart? Any sins 
like crooked ways or rocks to be cleared away? Isa hard 
heart like a stone? What does the Bible say may be given 
for such a heart? Are there any tempers and faults, any 
pettish ways, any disobedience or broken promises, like 
tangled briars and thorn-bushes? Would you like to learn 
how Jesus can fill your heart, and make it so good and true 
that he can say, This is my beloved child, in whom I am 
well pleased? 


Louisville, Ky. 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


BY THE REV. H. B. TRISTRAM, D.D., LL.D., F.B.8.5 
Canon oF DURHAM, 


Tue Hichway.—The idea of a highway such as we know 
and enjoy in Western lands is non-existent in the East. The 
enly roads are tracks, winding deviously up and down the hills, 
or by the sides of the winter streams, the only engineers of 
which have been the laden asses and camels, who, for centuries 
treading each one in the footprints of its predecessor, have 
worn steps in the most slippery rocks, or beaten a hard path 
on the sands, Fences, of course, there are none; and should 
a boulder, or even a clump of thorn-bushes, stand in the way, 
mo one has ever dreamed of clearing one or the other, but 
the track simply turns round the obstacle. Along the plains, 
however, a ditch is frequently cut by the side of the path, 
which drains the water in winter, and the earth from which 
has slightly raised the track above the soft surrounding 
plain. It was notsoin Romantimes, Those mighty builders 
engineered and paved their roads even into the recesses of 
the Arabian wilderness. But these are all abandoned now, 
and the dislodged and upturned paving-stones render it 
impossible to use the highways along which the chariots 
dashed and the imperial legionary tramped for centuries. 

PREPARING THE Way.—But it would ill consort with the 
Oriental idea of a monarch’s dignity that a ruler of men should 
have to turn aside for any obstacle; and, when a royal progress 
is contemplated, heralds precede the cavalcade several days in 
advance, accompanied by hundreds of laborers requisitioned 
from every neighboring tribe or village. Twice it has been 
my fortune to see such preparations. Once the imperial heir 
of Austria was to visit the Pasha of Jerusalem, At that time 
there was not, as now, a carriage road from Jaffa (which is 
still the only passable track for a wheel conveyance in the 
country), and heavy rains had washed the road into a mere 
rugged watercourse, A crowd of laborers and Turkish soldiers 
were sent forth to level the track with their mattocks and 
shovels; and their officers, prancing about on horseback, might 
be seen pointing to the heaps of detritus as they passedgand 
calling out, “Gather out the stones!” Thus the road was 
made straight and smooth for the time, but all to be washed 
away again by the next thunderstorm. On another occasion 
the Wali of Damascus was about to make a state progress 
through his province towards Aleppo. A cloud of Bashi- 
Bazouks (irregulars) poured out in advance, a few hours 
before His Highness was to start on his richly caparisoned 
steed, proclaiming with trumpet and kettledrum the advent 
of the great man. His tent equipage accompanied them, and 
the tents were pitched, and the cooking-fire kindled at the 
appointed spot long before the shades of evening closed in. 
Though the road had been thus prepared, a further mounted 
body-guard immediately preceded him, heralding his approach, 
and forcing every traveler to stand aside till he had passed. 
One poor man, with his laden ass, was forced into the ditch 
(this was on the plain of Hamath), The kindly Wali saw 
the incident, halted, and ordered his people to help the man 
out, Then, looking round, and seeing a Moslem cemetery, 
with its tall grave-slabs, hard by, he bade them take two long 
stones and lay them across the ditch, to prevent the recur- 
rence of such an accident. Some one deferentially remon- 
strated that they were gravestones, and would thus be put to 
a secular use. “Man,” was the reply, “they cover the bodies 
of the faithful; and I am a believer, and await the resurrec- 
tion. Their removal will lighten the labor of the faithful on 
whom they lie heavy when they are bidden to rise, while here 
they may save another son of the faithful from falling into the 
pit.” Thus unchanged are Eastern fashions since the day 
when Isaiah proclaimed, “The voice of him that crieth in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God.” 

The College, Durham, England. 





BY JACOB MAYER, PH.D. 


Tue Srreir anv THE Voice.—Maimonides, in his More 
(Part L, chap. 40), where he explains the word rooach (spirit, 
Wind), after showing its various meanings in connection with 
air, animal life, and man’s intellectual power, says, “It 
furthermore designates the divine emanation whereby the 
prophets were enabled and authorized to speak in the name 
of God;” and Don Isaac Abravanel, in his commentary on 
Haggai 1, states, “ According to the interpretations of the 
author of the Mora, the ‘holy spirit’ is that divine faculty 


wherewith David and Solomon were endowed to utter sacred 
songs and praises and words of supreme wisdom; and the 
Qabbalists define it as one kind of the various kinds of 
prophecy.” In this connection the Chaldaic paraphrases of 
Genesis 45 : 27, namely, “the spirit of Jacob revived,” are 
both interesting and instructive. Onkelos’s version is, “ And 
the holy spirit rested upon Jacob their father;” and 
Jonathan b. Uziel’s circumlocution reads thus, “ And the 
spirit of prophecy which had departed from Jacob since his 
sons sold their brother Joseph, returned, and rested upon 
him.” In the Pirge of Rabbi Eliezer (chap. 39), R. Pinchas 
says, “ The holy spirit rested upon Joseph from his youth 
up to the day of his death, leading him in all matters of wis- 
dom, like a shepherd that leads his flock, as the Psalmist 
says (Psa. 80 : 1), ‘Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that 
leadest Joseph like a flock”” And the same R. Pinchas 
says (Ibid., chap. 33), with reference to Ezekiel 37 : 1, etc., 
“Twenty years after Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest of Israel, 
the holy spirit rested upon Ezekiel, and carried him to the 
valley of Doora (see Dan. $:1),” etc. R. Eliyah, in his 
Hebrew dictionary Tishbi (Basel, 1601), under the verb 
shakhan (to dwell, to rest), states: “Our rabbins of blessed 
memory called the holy spirit ‘Shekhinah,’ because he dwells, 
or rests, upon the prophets.” And in the Tiqqoone Ha-Zohar 
(Cracow, 1603) we read (fol. 6, col. 2): “Upon all those who 
do not diligently study the Torah for its own sake, the holy 
spirit, which is the Shekhinah, does not rest.” In the 
Babylonian Talmud, 7+. Yoma, 9 6, and other passages, the 
highly important statement is made, that “with the death 
of the last prophets, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, the 
holy spirit ceased among them (their followers), instead of 
which, however, they made use of the ‘ Bath Qol;’” that is, 
“the daughter of a voice” (which reminds of Isa. 40: 3, 6, 
where “a voice” should be read, instead of “the voice”). 
In the Babylonian Talmud the Bath Qol is spoken of as 
having been heard in fifty instances; in the Jerusalem Tal- 
mud, fifteen times; eight times in the Chaldaic paraphrase of 
Jonathan b. Uziel; and once in either Siphra, Siphri, Mishna 
Yebamoth, and Aboth, From these seventy-seven instances 
and the above-quoted explanations of eminent rabbinical 
students and authorities it is evident that Bath Qol is meant 
to be absolutely a divine voice, which was heard either coming 
directly from heaven, or proceeding, as a production, from a 
divine voice, and therefore as an indirect voice from heaven. 


Philadelphia, 
BLACKBOARD HINTS. 








NEW BEGINNINGS, 


THE BEGINNING OF A NEW YEAB: 
“Lo,I aM WITH You aLwaY.” 

THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR’S BIBLE STUDY: 
“ THE THINGS WHICH I SEE NOT, TEACH THOU MR.” 
THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL: 
“THESE ARE WRITTEN THAT YE MIGHT BELIEVE.” 








TIDINGS OF THE KING, 


ISAIAH SAID, IS COMING. 
JOHN SAID, HRI } IS AT HAND. 
GOD SAYS, IS HERE. 


PREPARE HIS WAY! 




















HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS, 


“Standing at the portal.” 

“Repent! the voice celestial cries.” 

“The Master is coming, he calleth for thee.” 
* Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.” 

“On Jorda;’s bank the Baptist’s ery.” 
“Down to the sacred wave.” 

“In all my Lord’s appointed ways.” 

“ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty.” 





QUESTION HINTS, 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 
Into how many chapters has the Gospel according to Mark 


been divided? Give a sketch of the author. From whom, 
probably, did he receive much of the substance of his book ? 





What is the probable date of its writing? What title has 
he placed over it? (v.1.) How does this differ from the first 
verse of the Gospel according to Matthew? Which of these 
two books directs the eye to the person of Christ in relation 
to prophecy, and which to the works of Christ in relation to 
man? How much of his book does Mark devote to the 
Peream ministry? (Mark 10:1-45) How much dow he 


devote to the Galilean ministry? (Mark 1:14.) How many 
times does he use the word “ straightway,” or “immediately”? 
Quote some passages showing the pressure of demands upon 
Jesus’ time (Mark 1 : 32-37; 3: 7-10). 

How was Jesus’ ministry ushered in? (vs. 2,3.) What 
prophets prophesied of John? What is meant by preparing’ 
the way of the Lord? (Luke 1: 16,17.) Namesome of those 
whom John prepared for Christ? (John 1: 35-40.) How 
did John feel concerning the loss of his followers? (John 3: 
26-30.) What sign of repentance did John require his fol- 
lowers to put on? (v. 4.) What evidence of repentance did 
he require them to give before receiving the sign? (v. 5; 
Matt. 3: 6-8.) What features of Christ’s mission to earth 
were set forth in John’s baptism? (John 1: 31; Rom. 6: 
8-5.) Point out the wilderness of Judea, Where did John 
baptize? (John 1: 28, Rev. Ver.; 3: 23.) What did John 
mean when he preached that men should repent? (Luke 3: 
8-14.) What was his manner of life? (v.6; Luke 1: 80.)- 
Under what peculiar law did he live? (Luke 1:15; Num. 
6: 2-5.) What place does he occupy among the men of the 
Bible? (Matt. 11:11.) What question arose among men 
concerning him? (John 1: 19, 20.) What was the immedi- 
ate cause of his first announcement of Christ? (Luke 3: 16, - 
16; John 1: 25-27.) How many kinds of baptism does the/ 
New Testament teach? (vs. 7,8.) Whois the administrator 
of each kind? Who authorized John and other men to bap- 
tize in water? (Matt. 21: 25; John 1: 33; 4:1, 2.) What 
paramount honor was bestowed upon John? (v. 9.) How 
did the first and third persons in the Trinity set their seal 
to this solemn ordinance? (va. 10, 11.) 

Philadelphia. 





LESSON SUMMARY. 


Preparation is the key-note of this lesson. God had been 
making preparations for centuries for this new beginning of 
good. And if God sees a need of preparation in and for his 
work, how shall man dare think himself competent to any 
work whatsoever without specific preparation? 

John the Baptist had been all his life preparing for his 
special work, of preparing the way for the inaugurating of 
the mission of Jesus—for which God had been making prep- 
arations during all the ages. As Bishop Warren suggests, 
John the Baptist gave thirty years to preparation for a work 
of twenty months, Yet there are followers of Jesus whe 
would sooner think that they could prepare themselves in 
twenty months for a work of thirty years! The better fitted 
a man is by nature for a good work or a great one, the more 
he feels his need of special preparation for that work, and 
the surer he will be to get it. 

Christianity is not a new religion, He who supposes it to 
be so fails to comprehend it. There is only one real religion 
in the world; only one is possible. One stage of the true 
religion preceded Judaism. Judaism itself is one phase of 
the true religion. Christianity is another phase of the one: 
true religion,—a phase of which the Jewish prophets prophe- 
sied, From the beginning, from the first beginning,—for 
every new stage of progress is a new beginning,—preparation 
was going on for the successive phases of God’s plan for man’s 
salvation, and for man’s restoration to the divine image im 
which he was created. 

The phase of Christianity which began in John the Bap- 
tist’s day was the best that was then possible. It was the 
best that was yet prepared for. But the Christianity of 
to-day ought to show better results than the Christianity of 
then ; for there have been eighteen added centuries of prepara- 
tion for its new exhibits. And we ought to be making prep- 
aration for better days than these. It is our mission to make 
preparation for the second coming of Jesus Christ. We ought 
to have that mission in our minds and hearts; and we ought 
to show by our every act and word and look that this is so. 

The preparation which John the Baptist enjoined was a 
preparation away from self, and toward Christ. He taught 
that men could best prepare themselves for a better state of 
things by realizing their need of something better. Unless 
they realized that they were sinners, they would not want a 
Saviour. When they saw that they needed a Saviour, they 
were prepared to receive a Saviour. Dr. Godet summarizes 
this truth when he cites St. Augustine as saying: “ No one 
comes to the heaven of a knowledge of God until after pass- 
ing through the hell of a knowledge of himself.” But when 
a man has passed through that hell, there is no need of his 
going back there again from time to time. He who realizes 
the joy of knowing God will never long for any closer knowl- 
edge of himself, Even John the Baptist could not satisfy 
one who knows Jesus, 

The best things are always being prepared for, in God’s 
kingdom. Preparation is in itself activity—not inaction, 
John the Baptist’s preaching was an advance upon John the 
Baptist’s preparation for his preaching. John the Baptist 
said that better things were before the world than he could 
disclose to the world. He pointed to Jasus as one who was 
preparing better things for the world. W hen Jesus came to 
the threshold of his earthly ministry, the hea vens were opened, 
and a glimpse was given to Jesus, and throuy"h Jesus to all of 
us, of better things than any that he could exhibit to us when 
and as he was im his earthly ministry, Ami co it is tham 
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better things are always before us, which God is ready to 
disclose to us, and for which we ought to be preparing. 


ADDED POINTS. 


Our best work may be in preparing the way for better 
work than we ourselves can do, Let us not feel that our 
time is lost when it is given to preparing others to do a work 
that is beyond our powers. 

A rough man’s work may have an important place in 
connection with another’s work of loving tenderness. An 
earnest worker said quaintly: “There is a place for a shep- 
hherd’s dog as well as for a shepherd. I’m one of the Good 
Shepherd’s dogs, and I want to be a faithful one.” 

It is perhaps in a place as unpromising for hopeful labor 
as a wilderness is for a preaching station, that our best life 
work is to be done. It is where we are that we ought to begin 
work hopefully. And our work must be adapted to our field 
of labor, whatever that field may be. 

Isaiah was preparing for the day of Jesus. Malachi was 
preparing for the same day. John the Baptist was in the 
same line of workers. We can follow on in this goodly train. 
“One soweth and another reapeth.”” The procession is an 
endless one. Let there be no break where it is for us to push 

' in and press on. 
The first step in the Christian life is a step away from 
_ Our own sins, with honest regret that we have ever stepped 
along inthem. And we have nothing to do with our sins but 
‘ to turn from them with loathing, as we turn lovingly to our 
Baviour. 
Repentance of our sins must precede that baptism of us 
‘ with the Holy Ghost, which is given to those who are fittingly 
prepared for it. 

Every one of us has a part to do in preparing the way of 

’ fhe Lord—in our own heart, in the community about us, in 
the world at large. It is not the messenger, but the hearers, 
to whom the call comes: “Make ye ready the way of 
the Lord.” 

God is always ready to give every needed assurance of 
Noving approval to every child of his, And he is readiest to 
honor his child when his child is humbling himself in his 
Father’s service. 

Every day ought to be a day of preparation for the days 
which follow it. And the beginning of a new year is pre- 
eminently a day of preparation for the year, and for the years 
which follow this one. 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


eo 


[In view of the fact that the reception of a complimentary 
copy of a book is supposed to lay upon the editor or publisher 
receiving it an obligation to give it a notice in the pages of his 
periodical, the proprietors of The Sunday School Times have 
decided to decline to receive a copy of any book, from its author 
or publisher, with a view to its notice in these pages. From 
among the many new books issuing from the press, such, and 
such only, are selected, for notice in this department, as are, in 
the opinion of the Editor, worthy of the special attention of the 
readers of The Sunday School Times. Books that are desired 
for such notice are purchased through the ordinary trade chan- 
nels. Announcements of new books, either by circular or by 
personal letter, are, however, always welcomed by the Editor.] 








CHILDREN’S BOOKS OF THE SEASON. 


The present holidays, as usual, bring juvenile books in 
great variety; and it is once more a pleasure to note that 
the elements of instructiveness and humanity and Chris- 
tian helpfulness are well to the fore. We have no 
Abbotts now, but a multitude of lesser writers do for 
our time some such work as the creator of the Rollo 
books and the Franconia stories did for his. There 
seems to be, also, a slight tendency to react from the too 
prevalent fashion of recent years, whereby a multiplicity 
of electrotype cuts, old or new, and a staring display of 
gaudy bindings, were made to attract attention, instead of 
the more legitimate influences of careful writing and 
sound literary invention. 

Meanwhile, since the last Christmas season the chil- 
dren have lost Miss Alcott, whose place for children, 
and adults as well, is now taken in good measure by the 
creator of Little Lord Fauntleroy, and his inferior, Sara 
Crewe. Mrs. Burnett’s Editha’s Burglar (Boston: Jor- 
dan, Marsh, & Co. 75 cents) is not new, but it is in 
covers for the first tine, and therefore “reads like a 
book,” and a pretty one. The naive innocence of child- 
hood Mrs. Burnett portrays so delightfully as to enter- 
tain and benefit those who like spontaneity and freshness, 
but not pertness avd priggishness, in the little folks’ 
world. Another Boston publishing house (D. Lothrop 
Co. $1.25) addresy es the higher tastes of boys and girls, 
and of parents, uncles, and aunts, in some reproductions 
of Pencil Pictu'res of Child Life by Warwick Brooke, 
an English artj st, Critics little used to pay attention to 
“juveniles” bh ave devoted no little praise and newspaper 
apace to thesie “ pictures of child-life, unrivaled hy old 





or modern masters in ideal innocence and artistic 
charms of artlessness.” \ Soberer and more disinterested 
people will hardly join this chorus of extravagance; but 
they will find in the book some pretty things, far enough 
in advance of the dreary nonentities that pass for child- 
pictures in the majority of English stories and magazines. 
Brooke had the insight to see that children, as they 
actually exist, are a thing poetic and perennial, and he 
had the artistic ability to transfer this insight to the 
pictorial form, 

As distinctly American as Mrs. Burnett’s Editha’s 
Burglar is Mr. Thomas Nelson Page’s Two Little Con- 
federates (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. $1.50), 
from St. Nicholas. Our broad and united land affords 
themes for children’s fiction as well as for adult stories, 
and here Mr. Page presents to us pictures the local color 
of which he is competent to paint without exaggera- 
tion. From Mr. Page’s Southland to Susan Coolidge’s 
Clover (Boston: Roberts Brothers. $1.25) the “ childly 
heart” is the same, and its doings are as well worth 
sympathetic chronicling in one place as in another. 
Susan Coolidge hers follows farther some of the threads 
familiar to readers of her much liked Katy books, which 
so agreeably combine fact and fiction in apt portrayals of 
the damsels and villages of her own New England. 

Tales and sketches and pictures of natural history, 
as usual, are popular and profitable. Mr. Charles F, 
Holder’s Marvels of Animal Life series (New York: 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, Each, $1.75) now includes The 
Ivory King (a story about elephants), Living Lights 
(phosphorescent animals and vegetables), and the book 
whose self-explanatory title gives its name to the little 
library of which it is a member. These works stand 
well up in the list of recent “ desirables,” as Hawthorne 
would say. The Scribners also offer, this year, Stella 
Louise Hook’s Little People and their Homes in Mead- 
ows, Woods, and Waters, which describes ants, insects, 
etc., for the benefit of little people on two legs, as yet 
without any wings. Clever and funny at times, but at 
times slightly coarse and commonplace, are Queer People 
with Paws and Claws, in the caricatures by Palmer Cox, 
the well-known designer of burlesque animals, In his 
limited sphere, however, Mr. Cox is a master; and 
though he makes no progress toward higher work, no 
contemporary designer is surer to tickle the fancies of 
youngest owners of picture-books, whose interest in the 
“ personality ” of the animal world is always keen. These 
Queer People are set forth by Hubbard Brothers, Phila- 
delphia, in three volumes; namely, Wings and Stings 
(75 cents), Paws and Claws ($1.00), and Goblins, Giants, 
etc. ($1.00). In broad similarity to Mr. Cox’s work is 
the collected one-volume edition (Boston: Roberts 
Brothers. $2.00) of the late Edward Lear’s more deli- 
cate and dainty Nonsense Books, comprising A Book of 
Nonsense Songs, Stories, Botany, and Alphabets; More 
Nonsense Pictures; and Laughable Lyrics. Cox will 
amuse those who find Lear tame, but Lear captivates 
some who find Cox extravagant, 

Two of Harper and Brothers’ writers, Colonel Thomas 
W. Knox and war-correspondent Charles Carleton 
Coffin, make additions to well-known series, often men- 
tioned in these columns, and needing no further review 
now. They are The Boy Travellers in Australasia and 
Marching to Victory (a history of the Civil War for the 
year 1863). They cost three dollars apiece, and are 
manufactured with the same details of large type, plenti- 
ful pictures, and showy binding, that marked their prede- 
cessors. The war is taken up also in James Russell 
Soley’s Sailor Boys of ’61 (Boston: Estes and Lauriat. 
$2.50), by an author whose service as instructor in the 
Annapolis Naval Academy has given him excellent 
facilities for study at second-hand, at least, and of con- 
versation with eminent participants in the great struggle, 
the naval history of which was so significant. 

“H. Rosa’s” pictures for John Gilpin’s Ride (New 
York: George Routledge and Sons. $1.50) have already 
been commended here; similar praise may be bestowed 
upon Kate Greenaway’s Pied Piper of Hamelin ($2.00), 
from the same publishers. This poem has been illus- 
trated a dozen times, and will be a dozen times more. 

There is no place that should be more rigorously 
guarded from the invasion of unwholesome literature 
than the nursery. A true Mother Goose needs to be at 
once an artist and a moralist. As a writer of graceful 
and oftentimes forceful verse, Mrs. M. F. Butts has long 
been well known through the columns of The Sunday 
School Times and other journals. This season Mrs, 
Butts makes a contribution to young folks’ literature in 


an attractively printed book entitled Cockle Shells and Mien 


Silver Bells (Buffalo: Moulton, Wenborne & Co.). While 
it is true that Mrs. Butts is not always at her best, 
artistically, in these writings for children, it is also true 





that they bristle with thought, point, and moral. They 
are, as a rule, lively reading, and, better still, they are 
wholesome. Hideous mental pictures, so common in 
nursery books, are in this collection conspicuously absent, 





NEW ART AND OLD* 


The progress of American art, within the past ten or 
fifteen years, has been as marked in the department of 
etching as in that of wood-engraving. The pictures 
shown, year by year, in the exhibition of the Society of 
American Etchers, as well as those published in holiday 
or other volumes, and in The Art Review, have displayed 
an improvement as steady as it has been gratifying; 
while, best of all, they have been marked by an origi- 
nality distinctly American, and promising great things 
for the future of our graphic art. 

Some of the recent work of our etchers is presented in 
a large and attractive volume ambitiously entitled Impor- 
tant New Etchings, and published by a firm (Frederick A. 
Stokes and Brother) which has endeavored to promote 
art in more ways than one. The plates selected for this 
issue are varied in theme, in style, and in merit; and 
their less obvious characteristics are made apparent 
to the unskilled student by laudatory accompanying 
sketches, biographical and critical, written by Mr. Ripley 
Hitchcock, art critic of the New York Tribune. Alto- 
gether the best plate in the book is Mr. C. A. Platt’s 
East River from Brooklyn, admirable in its treatment of 
water, sky, bridge, and ships; original in method, and 
thoroughly indigenous in its brightness and freshness, 
The contrast between this plate and one of Mr. Whistler’s 
river etchings is the contrast between the New York sky 
and that of London. Mr. Platt, too, has an eye for the 
artistic as well as the characteristic, and sees what a 
multitude of themes lie at our very doors, or are 
seen in an ordinary morning walk. Simplicity, nature, 
and human nature, give the underlying thought to 
the best art of our time, whether pictorial or literary. 
Mr. J. D. Smillie’s What O’Clock Is It ?—a couple of 
country children blowing dandelions,—effectively appeals 
to the folk-heart and the universal memory, though the 
idea of the etching leaps far in advance of the execution, 
As homely and as true to the local life is Mr. E. W. 
Kemble’s Uncle Remus and the Little Boy, which re- 
minds us how broad is our country, and how catholic the 
human sympathy which tends slowly to bind together 
age and youth, black and white, real and ideal, Itis a 
pity that Mr. Kemble failed in that critical point, the 
old negro’s mouth. C. D. Weldon’s Tokens, a courtly 
young girl with ajar of roses in one of our modern ssthetie 
rooms, illustrates the average skill of our designers with 
the etching-needle. On a March day in Central Park 
Otto.H. Bacher finds his scene of Sailing Toy Yachts, 
which in its smaller way illustrates the artistic advan- 
tages of the obvious. Lucile, an ideal head in illustra- 
tion of Owen Meredith’s never-dying though superficial 
poem, befits its theme, and does not essentially differ 
from the best of its artist’s women’s heads in his Ena- 
dymion, lately reviewed in these columns, Mr. St. John 
Harper, unfortunately, fails too often to realize his ideal ; 
he might learn much, in his specialty of the feminine 
face and form, even from an artist so unstudious as 
Mr. F. 8. Church. The best etching in the volume, save 
Mr. Plati’s, is by J, A. Mitchell, of the Life newspaper, 
who here essays an ambitious theme, “ A Political Mar- 
riage.” The little lad and maid, the solemn stateliness 
of the attendants, and the admirable arrangement of the 
details of the background, combine to make a capital] 
plate, to which one may well recur morethan once. The 
binding and decoration of this significant collection are 


in good taste. 


Ten world-famous Madonnas (Raphael’s San Sisto, 
delia Sedia, of the Garden, del Granduca, and Diadem; 
Murillo’s Holy Family; Guido Reni’s Mater Dolorosa; 
Murillo’s Immaculate Conception; Holbein’s Burgo 
master Meyer, and Correggio’s della Scala), in photo- 
gravure, compose the same publishers’ Madonnas by 
Old Masters, a beautifully manufactured volume, to 
which Mr. Hitchcock also contributes expository text. 
Mr. Hitchcock’s artistic sermonettes are intelligent and 
helpful. But the difficulties in the way of the manu- 
facturers of the book were insuperable, as far as the 
highest success was concerned. Some of the pictures are 
good, others endurable, and still others pale and poor. 
After all, there are but three satisfactory methods of 


*Important New Etchings by American Artists, Text by Riple 
corey & original etchings by C. A. Platt, J. D. Smillie, W. St. Jo “a 
emble, C. D. Weldo Otto Bacher, and J. 
Mirgnell. 18X13% inches, cloth, pp. New York: Prederick A. 
Stokes and Brother. Price, $7. 50. 
Madonnas by Old Masters. Text by Ripley Hitchcock ; 
hotogravures of masterpieces by Raphael, Murillo, Hioibéin 


Pp 
o, and Guido Reni. 14 inches, Giae [8 =. 
Wtletick A Stokes and Prive, 610.00, 
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reproduction of great paintings,—direct 
photography, with all its baldness and 
lack of color; etching, and wood-engrav- 
ing in the hands of a discreet translator 
of the first order. A beautiful book, well 
worth its modest price, we have in these 
Madonnas; but their deficiencies are 
manifest at a glance to every owner of a 
satisfactory carbon photograph of an 
original, or even in comparison with such 
woodcuts as Harper’s Magazine printed in 
its December, 1887, issue. The volume is 
welcome as an earnest essay and a helpful 
educator, but not as a true treasury of art. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week is 128,000 copies, 
exclusive of copies used either as samples or 
for the filling of short trial subscriptions. 
Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time, The advertising 
vate is $1.00 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
0} space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, or G wniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole to amownt 
to on less than one yori dollars, ony ~_ 
such @ position in paper, regularly, as 
may choose, so far as it will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-up of 
the advertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on an appearanee upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates. 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate for abuse of 
alcohol. It relieves the depression therefrom. 





The Voice.—Those who overtax the voice 
in singing or public speaking will find 
“Brown’s Bronchial Troches” exceedingly 
useful, enabling them to endure more than 
ordinary exertion with comparative ease, 
while they render articulation clear. For 
throat diseases and coughs they are a simple 
yet effectual remedy. Containing nothing 
injurious, they may be used as often as re- 
quired, and will not disorder the stomach 
like cough syrups and balsams. For forty 
years they have been recommended by physi- 
cians, and widely used, being known all over 
the world as one of the few staple cough 
remedies, Sold only in boxes. 








The best Holiday Gifts which may be sent to 
Young Friends in any part of America with- 
out risk or expense in sending them, 


The Lothrop Magazines 


Subscription price, per year, postage free : 
WIDE AWAKE, $2.40, for the older young 
People. 
THE PANSY, $1.00, for boys and girls from 8to12, 
OUR LITTLE MEN AND WOMEN, $1.00, 
for childrea from & to 10, 
a 50 cents, the only magazine for 
es, : 


Subscriptions may be sent through your book- 
seller, or direct te D. LOTHROP COMPANY, 

















Boston. 
| 
pisces form, “Bend fox 
. oP 
ON ROMANS. Just ont, 
Also, Martuzsw, MARK, 
Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D. invaluable. Address, 
NEW YORK! 
63 & 965 Wanase AVR. 
Calendar for 1889. 
Our new Calendar is just completed, and is pro- 
and containing six designs by Miss L. B. Humphrey, 
of Boston, whose water-color drawings of child 
delicate bit of water-color landscape, the whole 
forming a series of six exquisite pictures, equal to 
Gistribution and will mail the set of six sheets on 
receipt of 25 cents, in stamps or currency. 


EVERYWHERE! 
Rov. Geo. F. Pentecost, D.D. scopy scout porteid ou 
Luss, Jour end Acts. 
ma liswatus sz A,S,BARNES & CO. 
nounced by connoisseurs to be the daintiest thing 
life are the leading features of Prang’s celebrated 
“uae sold in the art stores for studies. 
ul 
SMITH & ANTHONY STOVE CO., 





SCRIBNER’S MAGAZINE. 


JANUARY NUMBER NOW READY. 


B | 4@ serial novel, ‘‘The Master of Ballantrae,” is con- 

tinued by a most interesting installment, with 
an (frontispiece) illustration by William Hole. The Philadelphia American says: ‘As an example 
of a novel of action, Mr. Stevenson’s new fiction is certainly to be marked. There is movement in 


it indeed, ... the story is very absorbing, and is to run through a greater part of 1889.” 


H E D 7 APE is this month contributed by THOMAS BAILEY ALDRICH, and is enti- 
tled ‘‘Odd Sticks, and Ceriain Reflections Concerning Them,”’ a most 
charming sketch in an autobiographical vein. 


in the Middle Ages is the subject of a superbly illustrated article by E. H. and 
CAST LE LI FE E. W. Blashfield. The 22 engravings are from new designs by Mr. Blashield. 


A LW A M A M N T By Gen. E. P. Alexander, President of the Georgia 

. Central Railroad, is the seventh article in the success- 
1 Railwa ries.” Gen, Alexander describes the governing of the armies of railway employees 
and the methods employed in managing a great railway system. Fully illustrated. 


| L 'S 0 LD ay. A. B. Ward, author of “Hospital Life.” The article is 
. divided into three sections; THE DOCTOR, THE NURSE, 
A HE VIS! ‘ ustrated by Denman, Sterner, and Broughton. 


JAPANESE ART. SYMBOLS, Sirinerty Nise ome speci ad 
ESS |AYS by W..S Browvell, who adds a paper on ‘French Women,” in eontinuation of his 
‘The 


series, Frenc ts; and by Dr. George P. Fisher, who contributes a sound paper on 
ies of Controversy.” 





writes a charming short ‘ 
SARAH ORNE, SEWETT serchitaitace | TERMS: {82% tutte 


tions by C. D. Gibson. 


POEMS | anwar H. & Sanford, Jr., and 


SPECIAL OFFER to cover 
numbers for 1888, including all 
the RalLway ARTICLES: 


A year’s subscription (1839) 
and the numbers for 1888... $4 50 


A year’s subscription (1889 
and the two cloth bou 





A SUBSCRIPTION MAKES THE BEST PRESENT. 





Charles Scribner’s Sons, N. Y. 


WORE, SBP LBBB: ccvetseoccsccesessors .- 600 

















“BIBLE sTUD 
ENTECOST onthe 1889 fiat 
nal Lessons, Copies is 
Com- 
proval, 
CHICAGO! 
PUBLISHERS. 
of the season. It is in six sheets, each 7x8 inches, 
Christmas and Easter cards. Each design has a 
est, we offer a limited number for general 
Box 3127 H, BOSTON, MASS. 


THE HOME-MAKER, 


AN ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY MAGAZINE, 


EDITED BT 


MARION HARLAND. 


$2.00 A YEAR. 20 CENTS A NUMBER. 


The generous encouragement which has met THE HOME-MAKER on the threshold of 
its career is accepted by publishers and editors as evidence that the motive underlying the 
establishment of the Magazine is appreciated by those it is intended to benefit. Whatever it 
may achieve of literary reputation or artistic effect is subordinate to the mission it would accom- 
plish in The Home. 

This is the aim of what a distinguished critic pronounces ‘‘ The Ideal Magazine to develop 
women in their homes, and to make their homes better and happier.” 

The publishers promise for the coming year the following attractions: 

Serials; short stories ; popular essays ; descriptive and historical articles; poems; practical 
lessons in housewifery and in nursery government; talks on amateur photography, games, 
charades, and dramas ; ewe on household health ; counsel and comf»rt for the aged ; ions ; 
window and cottage gardening, etc., by the most distinguished authors in the country, 

IN SELECTING CHRISTMAS GIFTS, 

don’t forfet a subscription to Murion Hurlanda’s brilliant and successful domestic magazine, 
THE HOME-MAKER. The most useful and interesting magazine published in this country. 
EXTRAORDINARY CASH PREMIUMS 
are offered for Clubs. Any woman with a few spare moments can easily secure a handsome 
sum by calling upon her circle of acquaintances and takig their subscriptions for THE 
HOME-MAKER. Women who wish to secure money for charitable purposes will find it an 
easy task by adopting our suggestion. These clubbing rates are confidential, and can only be 
obtained by those who will write us in good faith and who mean business, The premiums for 
clubs or canvassers are always in cash. 

Sample copies sent by mail upon receipt of the price, 20 cents. No free samples, 


THE HOME-MAKER COMPANY, 
24 West 23d Street, New York. 








What Shall I Get? 
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INTERNATIONAL CYCLOPEDIA. 


An unusual gift, but significant and beautiful beyond all expression, A gift that will never 
wear out, never break, and never lose its sterling quality. It is the richest furniture for the 
home, a teacher for each member of the family, and a servant to all. MoRE THAN A YEAR 
TO PAY FORIT. A LITTLE DOWN, AND A LITTLE EACH MONTH. THIS MAKES IT EASY. 

we in all bindings. We will have an agent call and leave yolumes for inspection, 


DODD, MEAD, & COMPANY, 753-755 Broadway, New York. 


EL vT PUBLISHING CO., Thelargest circulation of an: 
EVANG ICAL 189 LaSalle Stree 400 000 riodical in the world. * The 
Chicago. ‘Suggestive Outline Bible Studies an a hila. Ladies’ Home Jour- 
Bible Keadings,” by John H. Elliott. “A great help | mal and Practical Housekeeper.” 4@°-Sam- 
to any one who wants to take partacceptably in prayer | ple copies /ree. CURTIS PUB.CO., Philsdelphia, Pa. 
meetings.”— The y Times. Clo 1.00; SIX | Saarre ANY BOOK! SAMPLES DDT 
copies for $5.00. Paper, 50 cents; five copies for $2.00. fend 2 stamps for postaze. FREE ! ! 
The ADJUSTABLE K COVER for school and 
to members of th 
All Books at Wholesale (7 anber ofthe | bre 


books. Neat, cheap, self-sealing. Add 
Membersh Agents want to solicit mem- 
bers. Bend ., oo 














HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, &CO.'S 


' 
‘Ss 
NEV Books. 


_—— 


The Courtship of Miles Standish. 


Fully illustrated, tastefully bound. Cloth, 
$6.00; full levant, $12.00. 


Ancient Rome in the Light of 
Recent Discoveries. 


By Ropo._ro Lanctama, 100 illustrationa, A 
superb book, $6.00. 


Whittier’s Poetical Works. 


Yew Riverside Edition, With Notes by Mr. 
WHITTIER, and portraits. 4 vols., crown 8yo. 
Cloth, $6.00; half calf, $11.00; half levant, 
$16.00, 


The Birds’ Christmas Carol. 

By Kats DoveLas WicGIN. Illustrated. 0 
cents. A good substitute for Christmas cards, -- 
The Chezzles. 

By Lucy Grpsons Morse. Illustrated. $1.50 
A bright story for young and old. 


The Life of Delia Bacon. 


By THEODORE Bacon. With Portrait and Let. 
ters from Carlyle, Emerson, Hawthorne, 8v@ 
$2.00. 


Young Sir Henry Vane. 
By JAmes K. HosMER. With Portrait of Vane, 
plans of M*rston Moor and Naseby, fac-simile, 
etc. 8yvo. $4.00. : 


The Critical Period of American 
History. 1783--1789. 


By Jonn Fisk& Crown 8vo. $2.00. 


A Blockaded Family ; 


Life in Southern Alabama during the Civil 
War. By PaARTHENIA A. HAGUE. $1.00, 


Romances, Lyrics, and Sonnets, 


By Mrs. BROWNING. $1.00. 


On Horseback. 


A Tour in Virginia, North Carolina, and Ten- 
nessee, with Notes of Travel in Mexico and 
California. By CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER, 
16mo, gilt top. $1.25. 


After Noontide. 


Selected by MARGARET E. WHITE. $1.00. 
Passages chosen with excellent judgment te add 
sunshine to the afternoon of life. 


Flowers and Fruit. 
From the Writings of Harrizt BercHEeRr Stow, 
With side-titles in text. $1.00. 


John Ward, Preacher. 


By MARGARET DELAND, author of “The Old 
Garden, and Other Poems.” Twentieth thow 
sand. $1.50. 


“A remarkible book.’’—London Spectator. 


*,* For sale by all bookacllers, Sent by mail, posh 
paid, on receipt of price by the publishers, 


HOUGHTON, #IFFLIN, & CO., Boston. 


SUNDAY-StHOOL STORIES 


Golden Texts of the International Les- 
sons of 1889. 


By EDWARD E. HALE. 





We shall publish, on the ist of January, the first 
volume of ‘‘SUNDAY-SCHOOL STOBIES FoR 1889.”’ 

The two volumes vf this series will consist of 
fifty-two stories, intended to be read by childrem 
in Sunday-schools, or by their teachers to them, 
They are based on the golden texts of the Inter- 
national lessons. The intention is not to enter 
upon the strictly theological or religious lesson of 
the day, which should be under the direction of 
the teacher, and, as is supposed, is directed by the 
teacher ; but it is proposed in the story to give am 
application of the lesson in the events of daily 
life, such as will be valuable to each of the pupils 
in the Sunday-schools. 


The first volume of SuNDAY-SCHOOL STO- 
RIES, January to July, 16mo, cloth, price $1.00, 
will be sent to any address, on receipt of the 
price, by the publishers, 


ROBERTS BROTHERS, 


BOSTON. 


CHRISTMAS EXERCISES FREE. 
On receipt of threecents in stamps I will send FREE 
acopy of two new Concert Exercises, besides 
valuable hints for Christmas Celebrations. 
now, and take time to 











P. VAN EVEREN. 116 Nassau St. N. ¥. 
for catali and inf IBLE & LAND. Rev. Jaues B. Convenss, 
tion teh. . WOODWARD & Go, Baltimore Ma.” $1.00, 


MORRISTOWN, TEXM, 


select the best. Address J. 
OGILVIE, Pubiisher, & Rose Street, New York, 
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Harper'sYoungPeoplefor1889, 





Harper's Magazine for 1889, 


Tas December Number begins the 


seventy-eighth volume of Harper’s 
Maaazinz. The publishers’ enterprise, 
in co-operation with the work of the 
foremost writers and artists, have made 
it the leading illustrated monthly maga- 
zine. The new volume will contain: 

Serial Stories. —Serial stories by 
Constance F, Wootson and CHaRriks 
Doptry Warner. 

Shakespeare’s Comedies I!lus- 
trated by E. A. Abbey.—The great 
art feature of the year. The text to be 
furnished by ANDREw Lana. 

The Western States, Canada, the 
West Indies.—Articles on “ Individual 
Western States,” papers on Canada by 
C. D. Warner, and West Indian Sketch- 
es by Larcapio Hearn. 

Norwegian Studies and Russian 
Papers.—Three Norwegian studies by 
BsORNSTJERNE Bybrnson ( illustrated ), 
and articles on social and Court life in 
Russia by the Vicomte pz Voatt, Mem- 
ber of the French Academy; the Russian 
Army by a Rossian Generaz; the Nijni- 
Novgorod Fair, Moscow, Russian Art, etc. 

General Wallace’s Play.— “ Com- 
modus,” a play, by Gen. Lew. WALLacsg, 
the author of “ Ben-Hur,” illustrated. 

Eastern Articles. — Among other 
Eastern papers will be articles from 
eminent artists, illustrated from their 
own drawings: “angiers and Moroc- 
co,” by Bensamra Constant; “Street 
Scenes in India,” by Epwin Lorp 
Werxs; and “A Fig Harvest in Smyr- 
na,” by Tristram E.xis. 

John Ruskir;.—Important papers by 
Anne Tuackertay Rircute (illustrated) 
and by Dr. Ca.artes Wa.psTEIN. 

Abbotsford by Sir Walter Scott.— 

descriptio'a never before published, 
with picture sque illustrations. 

Editorial Departments by Grorcr 
Wu.iam Cortis, by W. D. Howxus, 
and by Ca artes Duptey Warner. 


Specimen copy sent on receipt of 25 cents. 
: Subscriy tion, $4.00 per Year, post-paid. 


Published by HARPER & BROTHERS, N.Y. 


- Beokssllers and Postmasters usually receive subscriptions. Subscriptions sent direct to the publishers shauld 
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Ow the Sth of January, 1889, Hanrrr’s |' 


Werk ty will enter on its thirty-third year. 
“A Journal of Civilization,” it presents a 
carefully studied record, in pictorial and lit- 
erary form, of the notable events and move- 
ments of our time. 

Distinctively American Literature.— 
Harpen’s Wexkcy for 1889 will have contri- 
butions from representative American au- 
thors in fiction, poetry, science, and miscel- 
laneous writing. 

Stories by King, Howells, and Harte.— 
be g to March the seria! story wili be a tale 

the war, by Capt. Caries Kina, U.S.A. 
In March, Mr. W. D. Howe tts will begin a 
serial story, in which the leading characters 
of “ Their Wedding Journey” will be brought 
to New York, and their experience set forth 
in a way calculated to make this one of the 
most deeply interesting of its author’s works. 
A story by Mr. Bret Harte will be published 
in June. Brilliant short stories will be a 
feature of the volume. 

Independent in Politics.—In politics the 
influence of Harper’s WeEKLY will be, as 
heretofore, directed to the end of securing a 
high standard of public duty and an able and 
pure administration of publio affairs. 

Pictorial Features. — Harrrr’s Werxty 
stands supreme as the illustrated journal of 
the American continent. Among the leading 
artists who will illustrate the new volume may 
be mentioned W. A. Rocrrs, T. pz THULstRup, 
C. S. Remaart, W. T. Suepiey, A. B. Frost, 
Gitpert Gaut, J. Pennewy, F. Reminerton, R. 
F. Zogpaum, H. F. Farnxy, Caaries G 
H. Fenn, J. O. Davipson, W. P. Snypes, etc. 

important Supplements. — The remark- 
able series of Western Supplements published 
last year will be continued from time to time, 
and to other topics of scientific, artistic, or 
social interest will be given special supple- 
ments. 

A Family Journal.—Hanxrrr’s Weextr will 
continue to be edited with the same regard 
which has been paid in the past to qualities 
that make it a welcome visitor to every home, 


\Specimen copy sent om receipt of 5 cents, 
Subscription, $4.00 per Year, 





Tue twenty-second volume of Harrer’s 
Bazar begins with the Number published 
December 2ist. As a weekly paper it unites 
the choicest literature and the finest art pict- 
ures with the latest intelligeuce regarding the 
fashions, useful household information, and 
all the arts that render home attractive, No 
woman can afford to be without it. 

Fashions.—Its illustrations of the latest 
styles, with pattern supplements, and descrip- 
tions of materials may save many times the 
cost of subscription by helping ladies to be 
their own dress-makers, while to dress-makers 
and milliners it is indispensable. 

Household Papers.—The new volume 
will contain a series of illustrated papers on 
“ Decorative Art in the Household,” by Mrs. 
Canpace WHEELEx, and articles entitled “ Cra- 
die and Nursery,” by Mrs. Trr- 
HUNE Herrick, with practical papers on so- 
cial etiquette, weddings, entertainments, the 
management of servants, and all matters per- 
taining to the household. 

New Stories.—The new volume will open 
with a charming novelette by Mrs. Frances 
Hopeson Burnett, with illustrations by Mr. 
Caanies S. Remmart, together with a serial 
story by Mrs, ALExanpER, to be followed by 
serial stories by Witt1am Biack and Txom- 
as Harpy. Short stories by the brightest 
and most popular authors will be published 
weekly. 

Art Decoration.—Exquisite designs and 
admirable papers are to be published from 
the New York Decorative Art Society, the 
South Kensington Royal School of Art Nee- 
die-work, the Associated Artists, and oth- 


ers. 
Sensible Editorials.—Its editorial pages, 
to which Col. T. W. Hicainsom is a weekly 


contributor, are filled with vigorous and sen- | Sr. 


sible articles. 

Art Illustrations. — The illustrations of 
Harrer’s Bazar are by the best artists, and 
the humorous cuts and anecdotes on the last 
page have won for this department the name 
of the American Punch. 


Specimen copy sent on receipt ef 5 cents, 
Subscription, $4.00 por Year, post-paid. 


bs accompanied by Post Money Order or Draft. When no time is qpecified, 
Sulewrigiioes wil tin with Ge careat panic. 


Tue tenth volume of Harrrr’s Youre 
Prove began with the Number pub- 
lished November 6, 1888. Hanprn’s 
Youre Prorxe, published weekly, aims 
to interest its readers by appealing alike 
to their intelligence and their imagina- 
tion, Fiction, poetry, history, biogra- 
phy, travel, etc., make up its contents; 
while the text is embellished by numer- 
ous illustrations of the highest grade. © 

Serial Stories for 1889.—The tenth 
volume will contain serial stories, by 
Sopate Swerr, illustrated by Rosina Eu- 
met? SHERWOOD; by Wit.1au O. Srop- 
DARD, illustrated by W. A. Rogers; by 
R. K. Munxrrrrick; by Kink Muwnrog, 
illustrated by W. T. Suzpiey; by Gro. 
B. Perry; and a series of illustrated 
“Fairy Tales,” by Howarp Prize 

Short Stories.— Among the contrib- 
utors of short stories will be J. T. Trow- 
BRIDGE, BaRNeT Paruiirs, F, Anstey, 
Brander Matruews, T. Netson Paar, J. 
R. Corrett, Sopmiz Swett, and others, 

Some Important Articles.—During 
the year there will be published “ Home 
Studies in Natural History,” by Fair 
L. Oswatp, M.D. ; “Little Experiments,” 
by S..B. Herrick; “George Washing- 
ton’s School-Days,” by Wu. F. Carne; 
“ Glimpses of Child-life from Dickens,” 
by M. E. Sanesrer; “Child-life in the 
Old Masters,” by Txxoporg Cux1zp, with 
engravings from celebrated paintings; 
“ Alexander Stephens and Rio,” by R. 
M. Jounston; “ Papers on Pony-keep- 
ing,” by F. E. Frrarr; “Talks to 
Boys,” by J. S.Warrx, LL.D., “How Can 
I Get the Best of the Doctor,” by W. L. 
Savage, M.D., “Base-ball,” by A.ALonzo 


PA 
sd 


aaa; “Lawn-tennis,” by Valentine 
G. Hatt; “ Lacrosse,” by H. H. Barca; 
“ Fly-Fishing,” by H. P. Wexxs, etc. 

Parents and Teachers. — Supple 
ments of special interest to parents and 
teachers will continue te be a feature 
of the papez. 


Specimen copy sent on receipt of 2 cents, 


—, 





Subscription, $2.00 per Year, post-paid, 
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TALMAGE’S heme: ‘cr every 
family from Bo peetiiins babe to the y- 

gran her, rich and poor, high and low. Just 
ready. wink Path way « of Life.” by the Rev. 
it e oes a ante ts eloquen: ers 


ILGRIV, LESSON HELPS. 
TEAC WER (monthly). QUARTERLIES, 
LIl? LE PILGRIM LESSON PAPER. 
LIT’ ¢LE PILGRIM LESSON PICTURES, 


ILC’ RIM SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS. 
V /ELL-SPRING, weekly, 50c. 
Semi-monthly, 24c. ; monthly, 12a 
MAYFLOWER, weekly, 2a 


ILGRIM REQUISITES. 
SUNPAY-SCHOOL RECORD, GLASS BOOK. 
MEMBERSHI? ROLL. 

LIBRARY RECORD, eta 


ILGRIM MUSIC. 


CHILDREN'S SERVICES. 100 copies, 
Published ogg at 20c. per year. 
PILGRIM SONGS. er 100 copies, $30 and $40. 
a@ Send for circulars and samples. “@& 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES supplied 
with our own and au other publications. 
EN STOCKH, — Nverything needed by pastors, super 
intendents, and Sunday-sc:-hool teachers. 
POCKET LESSONS. Txt, of se znter 
* national Lessens. 
Price, 5 Cents. 
In leatherette, .0c. Interleaved, 15c. 


Congregational S. S. and Pub. Society, 


BOSTON AND CHICAGO. 


VANGELICAL PUBLISHING CO., 189 
LaSalle St., Chicage. Truth ina Nutshell, 
Harvid F. Sayles. Being Scripture quotations 
lefly expiained and Illustrated. 2c. each; lic. per 
Gos. ; $1.00 per 100, tn Used by leading workers 
D. W. Whivile anys: “1 have 
Aa elias Lee met a 


The Sabbath for Mian 


1smo, 640 pp. By BEV. WILBUB F. CBAFTS. $1.56. 
—@e————— 


READING THE BIBLE WITH RELISH. 


Brief Bible Readings for Daily Home Worship, Daily Prayer Meetings, Daily Chapel Readings, Daily 
School Exercises, Daily Bible Lectures traversing the whole Bible in a ‘year, in chronological order, by of word pain 
selected passazes requiring about five minutes — for reading, omitted portions being concisel summarized tiful creations 
to erpeerve the conse n, = neliaes _— 74 by bere on PA eee nto } the ilarities of the artists. Over 500 royal 
months and to the various holidays, w pendix, containing e Mar s from Moody's es. B Han 
REV. WILBUR F. C oth 28 cents ait 15 cents; $10 per hund ° 7 inches) dsome 


MRS. CR AFTS’ "POCKET QU ARTE for Teachers of Children contains International Les- Or. ty wo 


sons, Blackboard Pictures, Temperance Lesson, Christmas locality. Exc 
Lesson, Method Points, etc. 10 cents per ; cash In advance, Address Pocker| © t rocco 
QUARTERLY, 74 E. 90th St., New York, or F yet 


IN & WAGNALLS. NEW WORM, ri aig mares 29 outfit post: 
66 i) NSON ACO.” 

Great Reduction in Prices, OXFORD” 

Golden Text Designs 


& CO. fo. Tt en i 5 
treet, Richmond, va. L i F e 
Teachers’ Bibles. 
T. NELSON & SONS, 33 East 17th St., N.Y. 
FOR THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOQOL. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR) 
{MELSON & SONS, 39 East 7ihStALY.| GUTTA UM MUS Taae Wels 


° of every- Best commentary on S. 8. lessons. Editor, Mrs! 
thing in connection with the Envelope System, sent | A. C. Morrow,“ most practical and illustrative \ 

100 sets for 3 mos. (1200designs), 5.25 

100 * “ lyear (4300 “ »),19.00 


P 
for a2c. stamp. Be sure and say for whatdenomination. om writer of the age.” 6 cts. eg 60 cia. a year; 
SALLA IN. 
Smaller lots at same rates, except ee ag eae in colors. 


Mac Co., 237-9 Dock Street, Philadelphi«, Pa. HE ILLUSTRATOR, MINNEAPOLIS, 
eample lots of 5 sets or less, whica sons illustrated. Best writers. 
arel 


l The Rural New Yorker is the best farm week- 
Sanat a THE MIFF TREE 
Ss 


ly in the world, It will be sent on a trial trip 
Terms cash in advance. Address 
A pictorial sermon. Scents. §2.00 el 
RD & DRUMMORD, Noe Teck. 
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Write Little Folks Paper. 
pameeene At N. YW., for samples an 
prospectus. Only Sunday-school 

Les- 











of ten weeks for 25 cents. Then you can judge 
WILLIAM H. HART, JR., 


4 Park Row, New York. 
242 Chestuut St. Philad’a, Pa. 


T. Y. CROWELL & CO.,_ 
Publishers, 13 Astor Place, New York: 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 











Yale Lectures 


ON THE 


Sunday-School. 


The following review of Dr. Trumbull’s 
new book is counted of sufficient interest 
a of this paper to be given 


From The National Presbyterian. 

“We have read this book with very great 
interest. It is an extraordinary production. 
It is not too much to say that it could not 
have been written by any other man, either 
of the present or of the past. It marks an 
epoch in the literature and work of the Sun- 
day-school, These lectures would not have 
been a possibility at ay earlier period. They 
were written not simply because the writer 
had special qualifications for his work, but 
because the time for their appearance had 
come, The progress of the Sunday-school 
work during the present century prepared 
the way for the Yale lectures for 1888, and 
the providence of God raised up the man for 
this service, 

“ The special discipline which the life-work 
of the author has given him was an essential 

ualification for this work. His studies in 
this department, continued through a series 
of y have given him a familiarity with 
the subject not attained, perhaps, by any 
other writer, and have imparted an enthusi- 
asm without which the volume would have 
fallen far below its present measure. They 
have given him an exalted estimate of the 
magnitude and primary importance of the 
Sunday-school work, and a corresponding 
zeal for its prosecution. His life-work is a 
response to what he regards as his call to the 
service of the Sunday-school. And, inasmuch 
as he is an apostle to the children, he magni- 
fies his office. 

“Our space admits of a very brief notice 
only of the contents of this great work. The 
lectures commence with the Jewish origin of 
the Sunday-school, and the adoption of the 
idea upon which it was originally based by 
the apostles and the primitive church. He 
r the synagogue as essentially and 

roperly a Bible-school. The exercises, as 

e shows from Jewish authors, consisted 
largely in the study of the Scriptures, and 
they were conducted by the interlocutory or 
eatechetical method. It is claimed that our 
Lord was first a pupil in the synagogue 
school, and afterward, during his public min- 
istry, a teacher. The writer has made him- 

familiar with Jewish literature bearing 
on this subject, and his lecture presents a 
large amount of information which is of in- 
terest to Christian scholars, and especially to 
all who are en in the instruction of 
children and youth. The Jewish method of 
Bible instruction became the method of the 
apostolic and primitive church, The syna- 
gogue was the model upon which the Christian 
co tion was organized and conducted, 
and as Bible teaching constituted one of the 
principal exercises of the synagogue, the 
presumption is that under the gospel this 
was continued. 

“The changes that occurred in the training 
of the young during the first seventeen cen- 
turies of the Christian dispensation are next 
noticed, This branch of the subject has re- 
ceived careful investigation, and a large 
amount of interesting information is pre- 
sented. It is shown that Bible teaching 
directed, not to congregations, but to indi- 
viduals, and by the catechetical method, con- 
tinued to constitute an important part of the 
work of the Church during this entire period. 
In the earlier centuries of the Christian dis- 
pensation, we find a class of youth and unin- 
structed adults receiving a special training in 
the doctrines of the Scriptures, and consti- 
tuting a distinct order in nH Church. These 
learners were termed catechumens, and their 
teachers were known as catechists, The in- 
struction imparted was essentially biblical, 
and the special object of this training was to 
fit them for full membership in the Church. 
At a very early period the churches were 
constructed with reference to the wants of 
this class. In this our author finds the 
original of the modern Sunday-school room. 
The history of catechetical instruction dur- 
ing the later centuries of this period is es- 
pecially full and instructive. 

“Coming down to the eighteenth century, 
the writer finds in the labors of Robert 
Raikes and other pioneers in the Sunday- 
school work what he terms the modern 
revival ef Bible-school instruction. The 
Sunday-school idea is not new. What we 
call the Sunday-school is not a modern inyen- 
tion or discovery, but simply a return to the 
er method of Bible teaching. There 

very much under this head that is of in- 
terest. The history of the revival of Bible 
teaching in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries is full valuable. Our author's 
view of the influence of the Sunday-school in 
promoting the great revivals of these centu- 





the way of the evangelist cannot be doubted. 
But the great seriva' were special manifesta- 
tions of the divine power and grace,—special 
outpourings of the Holy Spirit. And those 
of the greatest power came through the direct 
instrumentality of men who were raised up of 
God for this special service. But these re- 
vivals were exceptional manifestations of 
divine grace. And in the ordinary work of 
the church our dependence is upon the truth 
of the gospel, as it is rendered efficacious by 
the influences of the Holy Spirit, This is 
true of revivals, but under special manifesta- 
tions of the Spirit sinners are converted who 
have received little or no instruction in Bible 
truth. The great work of the church is done 
under the ordinary dispensations of grace, and 
the divinely appointed instrument is the truth 
of the gospel. 

“The more practical chapters relate to the 
influence of the Sunday-school in the family ; 
to its membership and management; to its 
teachers and their training; to the pastor 
and the Sunday-school ; to its auxiliaries and 
training agencies, and to preaching to chil- 
dren. Seach of these topics is treated with 
marked ability. The lectures abound in 
practical instruction of the greatest value to 
all who are interested in Sunday-school work. 
We shall not be understood as endorsing 
every view which they present. If we under- 
stand the author, his theology is not of quite 
so blue a type as that of The National Pres- 
byterian; but thisis not a theological treatise, 
and it contains nothing that can offend evan- 
gelical Christians of any denomination. In 
his special work he is a master, and we sit at 
his feet with very great reverence. Like the 
goodly son of Kish, he stands ‘from his 
shoulders and upwards higher than any of 
the nag <d In these lectures he has given 
to the Church a work of inestimable value, 
and we desire to give it the most hearty com- 
mendation. It ought to be very widely read. 
If it is given such a reception as it deserves, 
it can hardly fail to be very largely useful. 
It ought to be instrumental in greatly quick- 
ening the zeal of the Church in its work for 
the young.” 

A most suitable book for a Christmas 
present to pastor, superintendent, or 
teacher. Price, $1.50, mailed to any ad- 
dress. JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 

1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 























Revised, and designed eapestall for Workers’ Train- 
ing Classes in Young People’s and kindred societies by 
John H, Elliott, author of Notes and Suggestions 
for Bible Readings, Suggestive Outline Bible Studies 
and Bible feadings. 

The book contains a course of 39 lessons, to cover a 

riod of nine months’ study. Each lesson is divided 
fnto three sections, as follows: General theme, The 
Word of God, (a) Facts about It, (b) Truths Taught in 
It;(c) Methods of Using It. The book is notintended 
to be exhaustive, but rather suggestive, and while it 
covers a large range of subjects, all of them are ofa 
practical character, and are such as every Christian 
worker should be familiar with. ‘The latest and best 
book published for Bible and Workers’ Training 
pyre 142 pages. Cloth, 50 cts. Prepaid by mail. 
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" OW. W. VANARSDALE, 
Y. M. OC. A. Building, Chicago, Ill. 


SANTA CLAUS: “ How many want the 


CHRISTMAS WIDE AWAKE?” 


100,000 CHILDREN: “E!: RE: XE: 101” 

SANTA CLAUS: “ Goodness! 100,000 Wide 
Awakestopack! What’sin Wide Awake, 
any way, that they all want it?” 

GOODY SANTA CLAUS: “Why, don’t you 
know? Boyesen’s great ballad for the boys 
to deelaim, ‘Inge, the Boy King’—Trow- 
bridge’s new Yankee boy serial, ‘Adven- 
tures of David Vane and David Crane’— 
Margaret Sidney’s jolly new serial, ‘The 
Peppers Midway’—Mrs. Fremont’s happy 
ghost story, ‘How the Good News came out 
from the West’—DMrs. Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps Ward’s humorous and pathetic 
story, *The Toddlethwaite Prize’—Mary 
Wilkine’s fancifal tale of ‘The Silver Hen’ 
—John Strange Winter's story,‘ Yum-Yum: 
A Pag,’ full of Christmas feeling—a beauti- 
fal literary article about ‘Pet Marjorie,’ by 
Mrs. Frances A. Humphrey, with a portrait 
of the famous child—a fishing story about 
‘Minks,’ by Grant Allen—a Polaradventure 
story by Lieut. Schwatka—and dozens of 
ether good things. All beautifully illus- 
trated. It’s all sugar-plams.” 

100,000 CHILDREN: “Bah Bah! Bah!” 
20 Cents—100 Pages. 
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_ Fies will not be universally acce That 
Repeeanns lontenges indi sonak oh pospens 


The Singer's Christmas, 


Itis high time to commence practicing Christmas 
music, and to plan festivals, DETSON & CO. pub- 
lish @ large number of Christmas Carols, Anthems, 
Songs, Quartets, etc, Please send for lists, 


Beautiful Cantatas for Girls and Boys. 


Good Tidings, or Sailor Boy's Christmas. By 
Rosabel. 25 cents; $2.40 per doz. 
Babe of Bethlehem. Children’s voices and 
quartet. Benj, Cutler. 15 cents ; $1.44 per doz. 
Jingle Bellis. Peculiar and very pretty. Leo. R. 
Lewis. 80cents; $3 per doz. 
Christmas Gift. A Santa Claus story. Rosabel. 
25 cents; $2.40 per doz. 
Caught Napping. A nice musicaldrama. Leo. R. 
Lewis. 30 cents; $3 per doz. 
King Winter. A true cold-weather cantata. L. O. 
merson. 30 cents; $3 per doz, 
Messenger of Christmas. T. M. Towne, 30 
cents; $3 per doz, 

rist: s Songs and Carols. For young chil- 
ee ane Douglas Wiggin. 12 cts. ; $1.08 per doz. 


Bright and Interesting Christmas Services. 
Joyfal Chimes (5 cents; #4 9 100), Rosabel. 
f Lord (5 cents; r 100), 
Birunday of “of the. Christ (12 Ad ; $1.08 
per doz.), Sawyer. 
Cantatas for Choirs, Societies, etc. 
it E 85 ts; $3.12 per doz), Gade. 
ee eT ta cnt ae per } ol , Gutterson. 
Christus (40 cents; $3.50 per doz), Mendelssohn. 
Any book matled for retail price, 


Oliwer Ditson & Co., Boston. 





New Music Rooks 





A fine collection of 


Royal Piano Folio the very best instra- 


mental music by 
Paper is Bont, Gata teak oy mal poapaid 
¢. A compilation of 
Royal Vocal Folio sesnotces:semect 
Paes: Paper obeobih Clot #La by mal, postpaid 


Py Clara Burnham and G. F. 
Snow White fica apeata “bu 
cen iy . 
Send for a copy of “Songs for 
Y. PL S.C, E, tie xoune Begple ateefing * 
15 cents by 


the celebrated “Endeavor.” Price, 
mail, postpaid. 
interesting 


MUSICAL CALENDAR Sirownatta” relative 


For 1889. to music and musi- 
cians, and a condensed dictionary of musical 
Price, 15 cents by mail. 


The JOHN CHURCH CO., Cincianatl, 0. 


nd 19 East 16th St., New York City. 








For This Year! 


XMAS MUSIC. 
SANTA CLAUS’ PRIZE.A3.0%% 


Cantata, by Dr. W. H. DoaNs, just issued, is be- 
lieved to be Dr. Doane’s best. ill furnish a de- 
lightful entertainment. Can be rendered after 
four rehearsals. 

30 cents each by mail; $25 per 100. 


THE ROYAL SON, 554 20" ork 
Lowry, D.D. An exercise of great force and 
beauty. $4 per 100; 5 cents each by mail. 


—Pleasing Carols by 

ANNUAL NO. 19. favorite authors; a 

liberal supply of songs for any Sunday-school 
Xmas festiv 

$3 per 100; 4 cents each by mail. 


A of our other popular Cantatas, 
ree. and Xmas Music, sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 E. Ninth St, New York; 


81 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


THE XMAS STORY. 


A service. Price, §2.00 per 100. Send five cents for 
this and new one. A full line of Xmas music. Send 
for any you see advertised. Six different samples 
of services or carols for 25 cents. GOODENOUGH & 
WOGLOM CO.. 122 Nassau Street, New York. 


CHRISTMAS CONCERT FREE! 


Send me your address, and I will send sample Con- 
cert Exercises and lots of other things suitable for 
Christmas Entertainments, Fkex. Address PUR. 
LISHER, P. 0. Box 2767, New York. 


Our New Sunday-school Music Book, 


HAPPY GREETINGS, 


Has music for the yearround. Samplecopy, 25 cts. 
ASA HULL, 150 Nassau S8t., New York. 


HE “ WONDROUS BIRTH,” <30NDs" 


Two popular Christmas services. Price, 5 cents 
each. Stamps received. W. Hl. BONER & 
CO., 1102 Chestnut Street, Phila., Pa. 


SHOWERS vor. trzeit in Your. Sunday- 

SSING | fete iestsexprem: Yours: 

BLESSING oop, 1018 Arch St, Phila. Pa. 
THE ECHO 

Containing Christmas anthem odvesticoments of 


rograzames, and Sunday-schoo song books, semt 
free. THE ECHO MUSIC CO., La Fayette, Ind. 


SONGS, OF REJOICING seu ora" 


























simple, and captivatin 60 
r dozen, not prepaid. Sample, 25 cen 
it., Cimet 








ore Bros., 185 Hace 1, Oo. 

A is still the 
C Aret choice 
0 creasing, 


CO} ntly im 
Hymn 4 tanescompiled by W. A. Ogden. Sam le copy, 
25c. Bpec. pages tren. W.W.Wuirwer, Pub., Toledo 


po ue want soul-stirring music? You do? Then 
lad Hallelujahs or So of Triumph 
are the 9 = to buy. 








BD. LOTHR0F COMPANY, Publishara, Restea. 


THE BIBLE WORK. 


By J. GLENTWORTH BUTLER, 0.0. 


Volames Published. 


The New Testament, Vol, I. 

The New Testament, Vol. I, } Co™Plete. 

The Old Testament, Vol. I.—From the Crem 

tion to the Exodus, Complete, j 

The Old Testament, Vol. I1.—The Remain-« 
der of the Pentateuch. Complete. ' 


PRICES. 

The New Testament. (Complete in two vol ) 
8vo, Sunday-school edition (per set only), cloth, 
96.00 ; Regular edition on heavier paper, more sube 
stantially bound, 8vo, cloth, $4.00 per volume; sheep, 
$5.00; half morocco, $6.50; full morocco, gilt, $9,00, 


The Pentateuch. (Complete in two volumes) 
Large 8vo, cloth, Price, per volume, (4.00 


DISTINGUISHING FEATURES, 


(1) It is the Bible prepared for datly continuous read 
ing or study, with all that is essential to its thore 
ough apprehension readably presented upon the 
same pages with the text, 


' 
(2) As an exposition of the Scriptures it is all-incla- 
sive, It covers every detail and all connections 
of teaching and history, and it meets every diff—i- 
enlty and answers every reasonable question with 
the best attainable solution of treatment, 


(3) The distinguishing feature of the First New Tes 
tament volume, which makes it of inestimable | 
value, is the consolidation ef the four Gospel nar 
ratives into one. For the first time this has beer | 
done 80 as to make a readable Gospel throughout. 


(4) The textual codification of the entire Mosaic 1 

lation (O. T,, Vol. Il.) forms another exclusive 
and invaluable feature of this work. The Ten, 
Commandments, the Ritual Ordinances, and ‘ 
Civil Laws, are set forth in a natural order, with, 
clear, effective, and complete exposition of their 
meaning and purpose, and their subsequent hig« 
torical effects. 





J. B. Thomas, D.D.—‘ The most valuable mam} 
ual for daily use with which I am acquainted, : 
Bishop F. D. Huntington.—“ Just the plan te , 
interest and attract that vast body of readers which ? 
continues to centre ail its religious faith and life im 
two divine objects—Christ and the Bible.” 

Stuart Robinson, D. D.—The volumes are 
eminently suggestive, the sort of books prized by' 
thoughtful readers.” 

Hi, Johnson, D. D.—No one book holds se 
| ee | suggestive, ilustrative exposition of Gods 
Yord.’ 

R. S. Storrs. D. D.—“ It is very rich in thought, 
knowledge, and spiritual suggestion.” 

Bishop PD. A. Goodsell,—‘ It approaches the 
Word, not to support a@ theory, but to develop the 
mind of the Spirit. 

HRishop G. T. Bedell.—“ It speaks only when it 
has something worth the saying. At every poin 


where a practical lesson is most needed, such & lesson 
is found.” 


4. T, Duryea, D.D.—‘ It presents the best rer 
sults of scholarly interpretation,” ' 
Donald Fraser, D.D. (London).—* The expo 


sition it furnishes proceeds on car critical stady 
of the text.” Ar 


T. L. Cuyler, D. D.—“ There is not a useless line 
in the volumes.” 


President Wm. W. Patton.—" In all 5 and 

pertaining tothe geography and to hy of Pales- 

ine, it is much in advance of anything cise before the 
ublic. find careful ener many A in all 

Based on the laiest explorations in Oriental lands.” 


FUNK & WAGNALLS, Publishers 


18 and 20 Astor Place, N. Y, 


Messrs, A, 0, Matthews & Sons, 


Fulton Street and Gallatin Place, Brooklyn, N. Y, 








Closing-out Sale of the Oxford Edition ef 
the Revised Version of Bikles 
and Testaments, 


We will deliver, postage prepai’, to any address, om 
the receipt ef money order or stamps, as follows: 



















BIBLES, 

Catalogue Number. Size. a acting 
40. Cloth-board........cssessereeer| 534434 | $1 00 35 
45, French Morocco... we] 534 KAN 150 50 
60. Cloth-board......... ...cccssseeee BexX<s 2@ nN 

TESTAMENTS. 

LL. | RRR Sa Lae 644% 15 
11, Venetian Morocco oe) Bd 30 
111, ns - 50 
112, Persian Vs 60 
211, Venetian ” 70 
400. Cloth-board.......... 80 


2 


~ 
aon 


22, Turkey Morocco.. 
‘ 


122, 
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1 

$12. Persian “ 1 50 
222. Turkey ‘ 150 
321, “ sed ‘ , 200 | $1 
412, Persian ‘“ Oceana toomnake 1 75 
430. Levant Divinity Circuit 600) 2 
521. Turkey Morocco..........-... 5 5600| 2 

. “ PW whi seeed OQX7. 900] 4 





"A. D. MATTILEWS & SONS. 
OUR LITTLE OWES AND THE NURSERY. 


As as magazine for 
ehildren from 4 to 10 
years old ean never be 
surpassed in the beau- 
ty of its illustrations, 
or adaptability of its 
stories and poems, all 
ef which are original. 

As aun educator for: 
the little ones this 
most charming 
monthly hasneequal 














struct the young mind. 
Newsdealers sell it. Agents wanted, Specimen 
copy free to any address for a two-cent stamp. 


3 months on trial for 25 cents. 
Russell Publishing Co., 36 Bromfleld St., Boston, Mass. 


ABYHOOD.— 








ice of each, 35 cts.; §4 per doz.; 
nducsinents to schools and churches 


Every illustration a study im art, and ' 
every articie calculated to charm and im- | 


One year, $1.50. Single copies, 15c. 


ursery 50 = pathy Ayr} 
ceup. Maid overjwhaon 2.0. Box 2128, lew Kerk / 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is published weekly 
at the following rates, which include postage: 


ONE COPY, $2.00 a year. The same price percopy 





for any number of copies less than five. To a new 
subscriber, half price (§1.00). 
TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
— year. To new subscribers, price (50 
2 . 


CLUB RATES. 
When the teachers of a school unite In subscribing 
for 4 number of copies, they can have the paper at the 
foliowing low rates: 


FIVE TO NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
subscribers, and half price (75 cents) for new. The 
total number of both old and new together te be nos 
less than five. 


TEN OR MORE COPIES, one year, $1.00 each for 
one Pbecrivers, and balf price (50cents) fornew. The 
total number of both old and new together te be not 


than ten, 
If a school has had a club at a higher rate, and 
wishes, upon renewing, to form a larger one ata lower 
Fate, itis of course free to do so. 


FOR SMALL SCHOOLS. By an equitable plan, the 
Smaller schools, which can not well form large clubs, 
have the benefit of the very lowest club rate. It pro- 
vides that when the entire force of teachers in any 
school is less than ten, the club rate to such school 
shall be $1.00 each for old subscribers, and half price 
(60 cents) for new, un condi(ton that the order for the 

pers be accompanied by a statement that the num- 
Ber of copies ordered in the club is not less than the 

ll number of teachers inthe school. This does not 

ean that every leacher must actually be asubscriber, 
ut that the number of copies ordered must not be 

than the full number of teachers. Persons who 
are not teachers may be asked to join the club, in or- 

r to secure the required number. Any number of 

pies in excess of the required number may be sub- 

bed for at the same time. Teachers belonging tothe 
@ame housel,old may be counted as ONK in such 
@ statement of the number of teachers in a . For 
example: If there are seven teachers in a school, two 
of whom belong to one household, and three to an- 
er, the club subscription need not be for morethan 
r copies, in order to secure the low rate. 


WHO ARE “ NEW’’SUBSCRIBERS? By anewsub- 
scriber is meant one who has not taken the paper at 
ony, time during the past two years. 

he shifting of a subscription from one member of 
@ household to another in order to get the reduction 
offered to new subscribers is not allowable, although 
Rew additional subscri ape a by or for other members 
of the household will be taken at the half rate, 


FREE COPIES TOCLUB ORGANIZERS, Any person 
forming a club of either grade, whether of old or new 
subscribers, is entitled an additional copy free, 
excepting in the case of any club for less Gan ten 
copies formed on the “Small School” plan (given 
above). A second free copy will be allowed when a 
club numbers forty; a copy when is numbers 
sixty, and so on. 


HOW CLUB PAPERS ARE MAILED. The papers for 
aclub will be sent either to the individual addresses of 
@ members, or in a package to one dress, accord- 
to the preference of subscribers. The papers fora 
club should all go to one post-oflice, although in cases 
where a portion of the teachers of a school get their 
mail matter from one post-office, and others in the 
e school got theirs from another, the papers will 
sent accordingly. 

Different schools are not to unite in the formingofa 
club, but each school should have its own club, at 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it, 

the name of the school should be mentioned in 


@ order. 

Additions may be made at aay time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as sriginally ordered, each subscriber 
Papers raia for the time that he is to receive the 

bscribers asking to have the direction of a r 
changed should be careful to name not only the post. 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Tf aclub subscription fis renewed by sonne other per- 
‘gon than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
Such person will oblige the publisher by stating that 
J club he subscribes for es the place of the one 

med last year by 


THE HALF-RATE PLAN has been adopted because 


of the belief that no more judicious advertisin tlay 
could be made than that rer ort | a fair fof the 
to the half rate 





. A new subscriber is entitl 

one r onl 
bscriber 
the time paid for, unless by special request, The 
pers for a club will invariably be discontinued at 
expiration of the subscription. Renewals shoul 
— be satie early. ot 
ough copies of any one issue oO! e 

able all the teachers cl # school to it, willbe 
gent free, upon application. 


GREAT BRITAIN, 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row, 
London, E. C,, will receive yearly or balf-yearly sub- 
age . The inten A Schoo Ry me the paper to 
sent, postpaid, direct from Phi 
goribers) at the following ratea:— ls renee d 
‘om lto4 copies, 
“ 5to9 


The paper wilt not be sent to any su beyond 
e 
id 


0s. 
8s. 

73.6da, “ 
To secure the above rates for five or more copies, the 
pepere must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
t either singly to the imdividual addresses, or in a 
ag’ preferred 


e to one ress, whi may 
the subscribers. _— > 


Port Wain Baek Palade 
ut i 
P. O. Box 1550, 


Ss 
\) SKIN & SCALP 
»\ SPURIFIE 


10 copies and upwards, 














“, PURIFIED 
Sn BEAUTIFIED 


(aticura Spap. 


R CLEAN/3ING, PURIFYING, AND BEAUTI- 
fying thr. skin of children and infants, and 
preventing yaoinor blemishes and inherited skin 
—, ge coming chronic, Cuticura MEDICATED 
. AP is immeasurably superior 
other ski’, soap yet prepared. 4 wey 
lt pur? ties and invigorates the pores of the skin, 
and imparts activity to the oil glands and tubes, 
thus  irnisbing an outlet for unwholesome matter, 
whio'a, if retained, creates pimples, blackheads, 
fius’.es, and other complexional disfigurations, 
¥is gentle and continuous ection on these nati 
parent ~ — peope the latter transparent, 
, fiexible and healthy, asad prevents ro 
cracked, and scaly skin. » Sy taht 
Sold everywhere, Price, 25c, reret by the 
Potrer Dave aND CHEMICAL Co., Boston, Mags, 
Send for “ How to lieautify the Skin.” 


ONE OF A SERIES OF PICTURES REPRESENTING COFFEE CULTURE. WATCH FOR THE NEXT. 





6CENE ON A 
————CONTROLLED BY————— 





N. 


OUR COFFEES HAVE A NATIONAL REPUTATION REPRESENTING 
THE FINEST CROWN. 


8 


Co 
co 

suit Ls gs taste as no other coffee 
pack 


TE 


ppo 





ts Hee 
tient tin cans. 














Posey ote conte in soened a” Sour’ B 


y mail a 1-4 poun 


JAVA and MOCHA, 
SA! BR ND COFE 8 assing all others 
oness an licacy of flavor. us oor 


f America. Always packed 


(unger duns 193 is 


A skilful blending of strong, Se 


» at a moderate price. Always 


whole roasted (unground), in 1 lb. air-tight parchment packages. 

We are exclusively an importing house, selling 
T FRE only to dealers. But to 
testing our famous coffee before buying, we will, 


give consumers an 


upo 
he cost of can and postage, eond 
rand Coffee, Address 


CHASE & SANBORN, 102 BROAD ST., BOSTON, MASS. 











PLES, blackheads, chapped and efly akin 
Lm cial to Cotaaben itaaseson Goa 


ae: Gon f° 
Pili 





WHY YOU SHOULD USE 


Scott's Emulsion 


aeCocd Liwer Oi wis 
HYPOPHOSPHITES. 


Tt te used and endorsed by Physt- 
cians because it is the best, 


It is Palatable as Milk. 

It is three times as effloacious as plain 
Cod Liver Oil. 

Zt is far superior to all other so-called 
Emulsions, 

It is a perfect Emulsion, does not sepa- 
rate or change, 

It is wonderful as a flesh producer. 

It is the best remedy for Consumption, 
Scrofula, Bronchitis, W Dis- 
eases, Chronic Coughs and 

Sold by all Druggists. 

SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists, &.Y. 

Dyspeptics will never use any other medicine after 
“SEC ea et 


liver oil I have ever prescribed.—Louis W. Read, Sur 
geon-General of Pennsylvania, Norristown, 


HOPE Ok THE CONSUMPTIVE 


in the use of Wilbor's 
of Pure Ced Liver Oil with Phosphates, mild 
and agreeable in taste. Sold by druggists generally. 


HUTCHINSON’S 
BEST |S*iLevEes 
For driving or street wear. Made with 
care from selected calf. kid, dogskin, buck- 
skin, 4 cheverétte, and warranted. Those 
wishing serviceable gloves, and to save 
money, send stamp to the manufacturer 
for hig book about gloves and how to get 
them. Established 1362. 

JOHN C. HUTCHINSON, 
Johnstown, N. ¥. 


























DDRABILITY & CHEAPNESS. UNEQUALLED.| 
No ODOR WHEN HEATED. 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 

Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers. Your 
Grocer ought to bave it on sale. Ask him for it. 
D. S. WILTBERGER, Prop., 233 N. 2d St., Phila., Pa. 


PANELED METAL CEILINGS 















@OLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
BAKER’S 


Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economs> 





BOXES fo 


Please write for a descriptive 


CROFT & ALLEN, 


and p: 


AND CANDY 
x 


SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS 
AND 
FESTIVALS. 


Whew like of BOXES ana aa NOVELTIES 
for Sunday-schools. Alsoa fine assortmentof PURE 
CAN DIES. circular 


1226 Market St., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





Baking Powder an 
rparticularsad 


Senet in Tes 
Greatest EDS ccaat 





HE GREAT AMERICAN TEA G05 
831433 Vesey St.. New York, N.Y. 





with hisad 





ple,to Thos. Wood &Co., 


~. Delicious COFFEE! 72's c22 sivas 
fa“*Wood’s Old Dutch Java Coffee” 


19 If your dealer does not supply it, send 4e, 
dress, and your own for 
‘Boston, Masa, 





IMPROVED 


ro 














Women, and Children. 


9 
HIRES’rRoOT BEER 
Delicious, Healthful Temperance Drink for Men, 
25c. packet makes 5 gallons. 





INSTANTANEOUS CHOCOLATE. 


No trouble, no boili al sready. Putu 
tin caus at fic. STEPLLEN P WHITMAN 


in 1 
EP. SON, 
inventors and only manufacturers, Philadelphia, Pa. 





vigor as in no other way. 
tress, being thoroughly steam-cooked, 
druggists. 35 cents and upward. 


ing Ridge’s Food 
LO PEOPLE, ody jetcan maintain their 
t does not re io 








and Grate only. 
M’trs’ Agent for 
Chicago.} 


Fine Wood Mantels 





Send for catalogue. 


PRICES BEDUCE 





antel for $85.00 with Tile 
Brass Frame, 


Hearth 
tc., extra. 


atti 











I sell this M@ 


Chas, L. Page, 


Facing, 
Fenders, ¢ 


ow oe ce er 





837 & 339 Wabash Ave., 





& Roll 





The heat for churches, Jenny or residences. Send for 


TiMOP, cones Coniso aad Yranhila Rie, Now York. 





We send free our 100-npage 
ill. caialogue of Reclining 
‘Chaireand Inver 


way, ° 


WORTH REPEATING 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
[By Bessie B. Chittenden] 


Hail! glorious morn! the earth resounds 
With joyous notes of praise; 
From east to west a chain of song 
Salutes the day of days. 
Let princes bring the richest gems 
That monarchs’ brows adorn, 
And kneel with meekness at His feet,— 
“The King of kings is born!” 
Sound forth, glad Christmas bells! 
Pro¢laim the Saviour come to earth 3 
Let hearts rejoice, and voices wake 
To celebrate his birth! 


Lo! heaven itself, with gates flung wide, 
To earth its glory lends 
And o’er the Saviour’s lowly bed 
A host angelic bends, 
Celestial homage greets the babe 
fine _ gn dare — deli 
eavehly strains of praise 
“The Lord of lords is born 1” 
Sound forth, ets, 


No princes we, to offer him 

Rich incense, myrrh, or gold, 

No power of angel song have we 

His praises to untold; 

But loving hearts and willing hands 

We bring this happy morn, 

And sing, as only mortals can,— 

“ The sinner’s Friend is born)” 
Sound forth, eto. 








DECEIVING OUR CHILDREN, 
[{c. C. Fowler, in Babyhood.] 


Of necessity the mother, in nine in- 
stances out of ten, forms the character of 
her children. If a child cannot believe 
his mother, whom can he trust? Yet so 
few of us are perfectly truthful to our 
children in both “spirit” and “letter.” 
Can any motive in deceiving—apparent 
necessity, convenience, or even a desire to 
increase = or spare pain—compen- 
sate for the injury done a child by loss of 
perfect faith in his mother? He is sure 
to discover a deception sooner or later. 
How often a mother who would warmly 
resent an insinuation that she is untruth- 
ful will say: “There is no more candy 
for you, Jamie,” quieting her conscience 
with the /etter of the decree, Next day 
when Jamie sees more candy taken from 
the same box he remembers the “no more 
candy,” but does not realize the force of 
“for you,” and—a little faith in mamma 
is gone. Or, when Baby has a forbidden 
treasure, mamma says: “ Let me look at 
it, dear;” trustful Baby allows mamma 
to “look,” and the prize is placed safe out 
of reach. It is doubtful if that request 
will be so readily granted next time. 

A few days ago, upon hearing her 
mother relate a startling fact, I saw an ex- 
pression of doubt, instantly rm poy ier 
over the mobile face of a bright girl friend. 
When opportunity offered, she said: “ Do 
you know I would give anything I can 
think of if mamma had never told me 
there were fairies and a Santa Claus, 
Until I was a great girl I believed in those 
myths, against all ridicule and reason, 
solely upon faith in her assurances, I 
shall never forget the shock I received 
when she lightly told me that ‘such ideas 
were for little girls,’ and I was now old 
enough to ‘know better.’ I lost then 
what I can never regain—implicit belief 
in mamma’s word. If she says anything 
surprising, that horrible doubt of its truth 
always flashes over me.” 

A lovely mother, one whose life is bound 
up in her children, said to her eight-year- 
old daughter: “(I would not be a little 

irl and not believe in elves and fairies 
or anything; it is one of the greatest de- 
lights of being a little girl, Of course 
there is a Santa Claus.” Marjorie’s trust 
was severely taxed last Christmas, but, 
though she cast troubled glances at mam- 
ma, the beautiful cable of perfect trust 
seemed able to bear the strain, It must 
snap some day. 

In most instances, as in this, the motive 
in such deceptiohs is purely kindness, the 
idea that to believe in these creations of 
fancy adds toa chiid’s enjoyment of them. 
Even if this notion were true, would the 
pleasure gained pay for the deception 
practised? I think, however, that com- 
parison will invariably lead to the con- 
clusion that children who laugh most 
merrily at and enjoy most heartily Santa 
Claus with his pack and bells are those 
who know itis “all for fun;” and those 
who listen with keenest zest to fairy tales 
are they who regard them as flights of 
fancy. As flights of fancy such stories 
fulfil their mission. 





Free play of imagination should, indeed 
must, ‘ton an important element im the 
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balanced development of every mind. 
Anything but Thomas Gradgrind’s “In 
this life we want nothing but Facts, sir; 
nothing but Facts!” And Dickens 
graphically shows some results of that 
system. But in allowing or teaching chil- 
dren to believe these tales written to feed 
their imagination we defeat their very ob- 
ject and utility. 

Another form of deception is in answers 
to questions which are beyond the years 
of the little inquirers, Instead of saying, 
“When you are old enough to understand 
I will explain,” so many mothers silence 
inquiry with palpably silly or untrue re- 
plies. Such answers are a positive injury 
to children, hurting their pride and mak- 
ing them suspicious. Their keen intuition 
detects the deceit, though unable to cor- 
rect it. We know how we feel on that 
point, and we are only grown-up children. 

It is not necessary to hurt their self-re- 
spect by telling them that “that is nothing 
for little boys and girls to know; children 
should not be too inquisitive ;” but simply 
explain that when they have learned 
enough to understand it, you will tell 
them. I think any child would be most 
benefited and best pleased by such a reply. 


WANAMAKER’S. 


Tn GRIP BLACK SiLK-waRP HENRIETTA HAS ON 
your liking tightens with every season. A right royal 
stuff—if put together right. Some is and some isn’t. 
There's no guess-work about Priéstley’s. Year in and 
ear out the same—none better. Color uniform and 


A new invoice just opened. Every number from 
85c to Ma yard, o other store in town does or can 
show echo a complete line of Priestley’s Blacks, 

Black Dress Stuffs are easy to get at now; easy to 
gee. Nothing missing that ought to be here,’ 

HaND-RUN LACE FICHUS THAT WERB $2.50 AND $3 
last season, are $1.50 now. Other grades up to $28 as 
far your way. 

So are hand run Scarfs, and machine-made Scarfs 
and Fichus, and most of the other Laces. 

La 7. _ #2 real Breton Lace Handkerchiefs for $1 
an 
AMERICAN CLUB PATTERN SKATES THAT WERE 
50 last year are $1.75 now; $3.25 grade for $2.50. 
ice-ice broke through. Every worthy sort—i0c 


bo $4.50. 

Raymond Extension Skates—blue, $1.50; nickel, $3.50, 
pazmons Extension, racers, $5. 
7 ies’ Skates, $1.25 to $3.75, 

CONCERNING Books, 

This is a book year, a better book year than last. 
More enterprise with publishers. More publications. 

From the cradie to the grave books touch this 4 
eration of humanity. They touch your bookshe! 
earom on you—touch yo and go off at an pon 
when you make gifts of them. 

One hundred feet of counter space added to the 
Bookstore to-day makes buying easier than eyer. A 
quiet corner, won from fine stationery, gives an ideal 
place for sets of standard authors, 

Book NEWS FOR Py ap agen 112 PAGES, HAND- 
somely illustrated. year. The best’ journal 
of current literature published in this country. Holi- 
day Catalogue free ith either or both and the post- 

ce you can buy from a distance. 
: Ef you are near by, it is better to buy in person. 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Philadelphia. 




















James McCreery & Co, 


IMPORTERS AND MANUFACTURERS. 


SILKS, SATINS, VELVETS 


The assortment of Plain Black 
Silk Fabrics alone contains over 
275 different weaves and quali- 
ties; of Fancy Blacks there are 
about 200. 

Send for samples of quality 
and style desired. 


Broadway and {ith St., 


NEW YORK, 














ws Wonderful sl Wet, | 


The New Singer Automatic, 


The New Singer Vibrator, 


The New Singer Oscillator. 
These machines are especially adapted for ali kinds oe family 


PERFECTION GUARANTEED. 


The Singer Manufacturing Co., N.Y. 


(Makers of 8 Million Machines.) 


(Single Thread,) 


sewing. 
OFFICES EVERYWHERE, 





“suv « DOOR MAT 
“FLEXIBLE” Polished Brass, or 


Calvanized Stel 
wie (WIRE MAT 
NATION AL’ 
and take no other. They are the Strareent; mos 


with Flattened Coils. 
Durabie, and 
reversible, and have tam tmnen pty scraping surface 
an any other. e RES 
Sold by all Oarpet and Eiscteacs ach EAL - iO 
THE NATIONAL WIRE MAT 00., CHICAGO. 
Send for Illustrated Price List 


STEVENS SILK PLUSHES. your plush arses 


jour 

by sending 8 cents to CHAS EVENS, « 69 
State Street, Chicago, Ti he sample 
showing 36 popular and late in four qualities. 


EVERYTHING TO EAT, WEAR, OR USE, 


At prices that will interest Fou. Send 10 Cents, 
tor Buyers’ Guide. ONTGOMERY, WAR 
& CO., 111-114 Michigan Ave., Chicago, Hits 


FOR “ CLEANFAST” 
BLACK STOCKINGS, 
aw F. P. Robinson Co, _— 


Mon 
refunded if ne —_ the feet or fade. Cuma 
FasStT HosiERY Co., Broadway, New York. 


W. L. DOUGLAS $3 SHOE, 


And other specialties, are nod hoger fl 
other week in this paper. Read t 























Chairs, Sunday-school, 


CHURCH Halls il, and d Lode haxTeb o.mwWan Pul- 
WORK pit Chairs. et, BAX 244 & 246 S, e7) 


St., or oe 8. A. 
SHAW, APPLIN, 
Manufacturers of PULPIT ‘SUITS, 
TREET, BOST 
"ak ty talogue. 


















OUR 
A WEEK 
*ClubSystem 


tf while as convenient 











instalment system, 
awholesale spot cash 
ba system to us. 
| co-operation of the 
i] club members ome 4 bd 
watches in 
38 Watch Cb, on bey ae | 
the Club for cach wr nese fore it goes 
out, though each member only pays 
$1 aweek. This is why we give you 
aa) more for your money than y 4 one else ize 
and why we are doing 
watch business in the world. “We sell 
only first quality goods, but our 
prices are about what others get for sec- 
use| ond quality.Our $10 Silver W atch 
Sau) is a substantial Silver (ot imitation of 
4 kind) Stem-Wind American pS 
pho hunting case or 
$25.00 Watchisa Stem-vind S 
: Open Face first quality, stiffened mth A 
aea) AmericanLeverW atch a te 
Waal wear 20 years. 3 : fully equal to any 
Hi) Watch sold for others, We find 
a first-class Sti * Gold Case much 
more satisfactory and serviceable than 
any Solid Gold Case thatcan besold at [iii 
less than double the money, as cheap ae 
i solid cases are invariably thin, weak, 5 
of low quality, and worthless after \ 
short use. Our @38 Watch contains ij 
humerous Important Sareea ne im- 
provements of vital im 
ate timing—Fatent Dustpr Patent Stem 
Wind, &c., which we contro exclusively, E : 


























ual for accuracy, appearance, Ae 
service, to any $75 Watch either 
Our$43.00 Rail- |p 
Watch is especially constructed for 
the mostexacting use, and is the best Rail- ii 
road Watch made, Open Face or Le sre 4 
cc. clubs, j 
$1.00 a wee An Ajaz Watch 





PORTERS OF CHURCH DAM 
n. bros TERMOOR & SON, 35 Broadway, RN  Sity. 


CHURCH fans? 
Poe re ks eae ea 









Main Office ln Co’s Own Buliding 
904 WALNUT ST. PHILADA. PA, 
Agents Wanted 
Ax Watch Insulator, $. 00 


aga 
nn any Watch. Sent by aa on 1 receipt 
of price. 07> We refer to any 























MAGIC ANTERNS, 


A pra le Business for am a pomh 
Bie aiteteh. on Optician, tician, 49 Nabeau St., n¥. Ye 


MAGIC LANTERNS } 


AND STEREOPTICONS 


VIEWS Dieses |120 is" FREE 
G. T. MILLIGAN eenctseren bt: 


MAGIC cies NTERNS vinws 
Ox Ft meee ig: Pee lectric 
GARGACH & €0.. 809 Flivert St, Sloped eR 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNERS, $1.50 to $10. 


Silk or merino. Also 
iron banver stands, 75c. 


Send for illustrated 
price-list. 
C. A. HART & CO., 
133 N. 3d St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


FLAGS AND BANNERS 
For Sunday-schools and all other uses, 
SiISCO BROS., Baltimore, Md. 
Send for illustrated catalogue. 


CHURCH LAMPS AND CHANDELIERS 


























FOREMEN, 
TIMEKEEPERS, 
MACHINISTS, 
MANACERS 


with loess ested tehenaute, waite to 
pay teeny mips Beh ing 


14 it, SPECIALLY MADE FILLED 
SS3S8cotp watch 


PAYABLE $1.00 PER WEEK 
by our Club System. Itwill consume ne 
working ti and SE pay you handsomely. Cases wei 
over 50 dwts. Full 1 p cowelied | mavements of reliab 4 
anc well-known td, Xiain ; Waltham, 


Springtield Rockford. te. r toany Com- 
morelal Agency. Agent Westies ie aneh pioen ‘Address 


NAECELE WATCH as WELRYCO 
Originators of Club System of Watches, - 
20 yy Ye NINTH ST. PHILADELPHIA. 

&60 Maiven Lane. New YORK. 


gh RICCS’ AMERICAN 





WATCHES, 
a uningt cor. ed ana Adjusted” 











—23 NEW VOLS, -— 
Giants & Goblins, $1. 
Wings & Stings, 75c. 

Paws & Claws, $1. 










WITH OUR CELEBRATED BURNERS. 

Satisfaction as, ornosale. Ke 
timate given of cost and descriptive cata- 
logue furnished on application, 


A. J. W. ER, 
No. 36 South 2d St.. Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHURCH SEND FOR CATALOGUE TO 
LIGH T| Whee Reflector Co, Boston 


Philadelphia Agency, 25 & 27 N. 13th st. 

















“it’s Not the Coat that Makes the Man.” 





Y PANTS, tTS* THE SUITS, 
oem PANTS Boe 
te $8.00. to $30.00. 


OVERCUATS, $12.00 to $30,00. 
Send 6 cents for samples and rticulars, 
BAY STATE PANTS. co., Custom Clothiers, 
#% Haw.tey S8r., Boston, Mass. 











McShane Bell Foundry 


Finest Crade of Betis, 
Bend gt Price and ‘Catalogue, Ad: 
a a e 
H. MesHANS & CO 


Mention a Saper. eae daace, Ma, 


_ ~ Best quality Bells for Churches, Chime 
i Se Rocke ota Fully warranted. ‘Write for 









Prices, BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY, 
VAN DUZEN ¢ & TIFT, Cincinnati,O. 











ARPET ero hot better purchanpet J, «J. 
DOBSO 809 Chestnut 8t., Phila- 
delphia, in order to aiaies full value for their 


money. . They retail Carpets of their own make, 
which are reliable in every way. 


“f2O0OD SENSE” 





yl SALARY And oxpapere of propazing 
at our office paid to agents 


Soll bone on our plan. Sa a conditional eq 
salen. From §75 to per mon in be ma 
ar Holiday Book. dress ron 


by sellin 
WINSTON & CO., Philadelphia or C ede 
10, 000 AGENTS to make $200 a month 

with our Fm ag! Fayre ik 
excitement 9 of this 








CORDED CORSET WAISTS 
os al Leading Retail Sieres Ask for tnemn 


ED TO SELL 
LIEST UV ENILE 
he i-provokingPictarss 
sts. BEAT 
Over sold. Critics say et its 

little folks wild with delight."—Hon. Clinton 

Don't send me another, fur I can nt get the chil. 
dren to bed."— R. H. Conwell, D. A delightful 
book." —Phila, Press.“ Incomparably agntandeigen 
—Hon. 8. 8, Oox, eeneing as Aesop and 
Remus."— Hon. How: 


HUBBARD GhOU., Philadephia, Chicago, or Kansas Citys 


CHHIs?T BHE'URt PILA'TEK, and 


CHRIST ON CALVARY. 
Reprodnced In Seer inal colors: size of each 21x28 in. 
The original sold r, J hn Wanamaker for $245,- 
000. e offer copies for for 00 each or $2.00 forthe 
pair, postpaid. ANTED. — sales 














818) 





AMERICAN FIRE 


INSURANCE co. 





Office in Cungeny’s Building, 


308 and 310 i i eg PHILADELPHIA, . 


CASH CAPITAL... $500,000.00 


all 160t e70-25 
Surplus cver si Liabilities.— 411,577.28 


TOTAL ASSETS, rs, DEC. 31, 1887, 
$2,201,96G.11. 

THOS, H. MONTGOMERY, 2 President. 

JAMES JantEs FOUR, Actuary 








Thos. r. aertgueth Alexander Pam 
yee STE marine, Jou i iting tiiegnem 
Whelen. 
GAFE AFE INVESTMENTS. 
Capital, $750,000 
Surplus, 400,470. 


Guarantee Strength, $1,150,470 


Record of our 18 YEARS’ business, 
30 eas 05% Mortgages pees, aggregating “7, yes, $18 


58,162 
®, 913 bed ° 656 


elaine, o.& oe saie.a5e 
Sort ne cee - «+ © 6,766,168 
We ha “res , to wh can refex, 
r We asm: | Geer or 8S the largest, bub 
che SAF EST business, 
Savings ow pete bh goths ——, Lorton: 


J.B.WATKINS LAI LAND | MOR TGAGE C0. 
LAWRENCE NSAS;: 
New York Mans'r, HENRY DICKINSON, 310 Oreatwen. } 


KEYSTONE MORTGAGE C0, | 


ERDEEN, 
Guakants = = ‘$250,000 
@.7 per cent meen al 


Our Farm Mortgages bearin 
payable cem/-annial a New york Exchange, 

cured by James River Valley forme woreh three tosix! 
times their amoun', principal and in both guar-' 
anteed by us, are a choice and safe investment for, 
investors, We also issue Certificates of Deposit 
six months, or longer, bearing six per cent interest, 
We can — some choice Real Estate Investments im 
Aberdeen, the leading city of Dakota. References, 





Wm. H. t. Woolverton President N. Y 
New York. First National Bank, Blairsville Pa. 
Oxford National Bank, Oxford, Pa. Hon. Joh 

Gen’! Solicitor Pennsylvania R.R., Philadelphia, Pa) 
E. E. Thatcher, Mortgage Broker est 

Address us for circulars ayy full information. 


HK. E BALtt, Prest. GxEo, C. wopents, Vice Presi.’ 
OUR DEBENTURE BONDS ARE 








SA OD BEAR HIGHER , TAT eRe 
THAN GOVERNMENT BO 
We have theap is wd various sums, Cx yg the rb.~ Ci 


and small in 


KANSAS INVESTM iENT co., 


An aiiaite pent cee rr sent free on 
plication, Write for i -. 


Cras. BARCLAY, Gro. C. Mors 
205 Chestnut St. 101 Devonshire 
Philadelphia, Pa. Boston, Mass, 
ANKING in all Branches. Bonds and y 
ether 4 to & per cent. Investments, 


SA‘KEANSEsBANK 


CHICAGO succsas PRESTONKEANSG 


New York Office: 2 Wall net tag 


ARM® 


uarantee 
ute SECURI 
Send for tull Part! 
Nand boot 


biustrated 
SEATTL Ro blizzards, heavy snows or cyclones 
Average winter temperature 48° above 
zero. Seattle, iargest city in Washing'onTerr’y, Pepe 
lation 25,00¢0., Commercial, educational and rte | 
center of Puget Sound Country. Full information of 
Srey? SE AT TLE CHAS, H. KITTINGER, 
ITY. 2 e 8 Seattle, Wash. Territery, 
WAKREN LOAN AGENCY, 
Fairsury, Nebraska, 
Has great experience in loaning money in N 
for persons Kast. all loans made a 


Rates net to lenders,7 to9 percent. Time, one to 
years, For details and references, write for 


Manhattan Life Insurance Co., New York. 


U HAVE LIVED AND WON. 
For RB its operation address the 
giving your age. 


VHE American Investment Co., 150 Nassau 
St., New York, offer extraordinary inducements 
in Investment Securities, all guaran 
October 1, 1888, $2,000,000.00. Send for 
information and references. E. 8. ORMSBY, President, 


1 UARANTEED FARM BONDS of 
KANSAS TRUST AND BANKING OO,, 
Atchison, Kan., Senator John J. prgaite president, 
Send for’ information to R. Man 
Eastern Office, 187 Broadway, New Yorn.” 


VIRGIN Abeer etm a 


$75.22 00 to "$250. 00 A MONTH can be ‘made 
™ working for us. Supute pee 
ferred who can furnish a horse and give their whole } 
time to the business. Spare moments may be fou BR | 
employed also. A few vacancies in towns «cities. B. 
JOHNSON & CO.., Pubs.. 1009 Main St., "Richmond Va.) 
AGENT wanted to take subscriptions 2 for Tus _ 
AGENT ILLUsT24rep CHRISTIAN hese os 
AGENT for special offer to Sunday-sch free, 
AGENT Also, complete works of Dr. ey 
AGENT Circulars tree. P.O. Box 108 N. Y. City. 


ANTED SALESMEN. By the oldest, 
largest,and best known mersere 
fesintheWest. Permanent positions; good pare 
OutAt free. STARK NURSERIES, Louisiana, 


RH come 


eee 


















































 » cents 9 cents for ie OBUA and begin at oxen 


made over whee. Now iat is yo time to begin for the 
pol @ Apply to THE PHELPS BLISH- 


cay 









































































[December 22, 1888, 








HOW THE LITTLE ONES DO IMI- 
TATE i 
Very true, Keep your house clean with Sapolio, 
and when they get old they will do the same. 
* As the twig is bent the branch grows.” 
Teach your children how to use 


SAPOLIO 


and they will always be neat. Try a cake 
of it in your next house-cleaning. 
No.7, (Copyright, March, 1887.1 


SPECIAL OFFER 


CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. 





+“ 


This music box, 17 inches long, 8} wide, and 5% high, 
‘ following tunes, will be sent on receipt 
OF 415: 


1. Coronation. 


6. The Prodigal Son. 
2. Rock of Ages. 


6. My Old Kentucky Home. 
3. Refuge. 7. Home, Sweet Home. 
4. Marching to Zion. 8. Jesus Shall Reign. 
Over 5,000 Music Boxes, from 50 cents to $1,400, 
Fine illustrated catalogue sent on receipt of 4 cents 


IW .37 Msi#e"[ancNY 


“ ALLEGER ORGANS.” 
fh hela 











Miller.—Before you 
write to Hagerstown, 


ESTEY 
ORGANS 


CORNISH 


ORGANS 


CHURCH 


ORGANS 


ONT BUY till seeing the catalogue of BuR- 
DETT ORGAN Co., Limited, Erie, Pa 


urchase a Pipe or Reed Organ, 
da. Valuable information free, 





Kevery one thinks of 
Estey when an organ is 
wanted. Send for illus 
trated catalogue. 


ESTEY ORGAN CO., 
Brattleboro’, Vt. 


Great Installment offer. Send for 
illustrated catalogue, 
to any address b 
CORNISH & Co., 
Washington, N. J. 


HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston, 
invite the attention of Organists 
@nd Church Committees to their 
Descriptive Circulars, which are 
sent free on application. 














PA very extraor(inary 
Organ. Address sdlier 


‘DO YOU 
WRITE? 


Postage is 16 cts. perl. 
Bapress often cheaper. 


bargain in a fine Pipe 
rgan Co., Hagerstown, Md. 








Ifso, and desire fashionable 
writing-paper at reasonable 
_—. ask your stationer for 
oston Liaen, 
Boston Bond, 
or Bunker Hili Linen. 

If he does not keep them, 
send 3 two-cent stam for 
our complete enuayles of 
paper representing over 350 
varieties which we sell b: 
the pound. SAM UE 
WARD CO,, 178 to 1s 
Devonshire Street, Boston. 








OYCE BROTHERS &&} 


IMPORTERS AND GROCERS 


OB 


Headquarters for Strictly First-Class Groceries 


IMPORTED CHRISTMAS NOVELTIES. 
Small Packages, suitable for Children’s Stockings, from Ten Cents upwards. 


CHOICE COODS—PACKED IN PARIS—FOR OUR TRADE. 


French Confections, in lovely Hand-painted Boxes, of entirely New and Rich Designs, 
One Dollar each, 


French Fruits, in Beautifully Decorated Packages, from 40 cents to $1.00 each, 
French Glace and Crystalized Fruits, by the pound and in six-pound boxes. 


LIBERAL REDUCTIONS IN QUANTITIES OF EACH, OR ASSORTED. 
Mrs, ergs Home-made Preserves, Jellies, Jams, Fruits, and Pickles, 
Home-made Mince Meat, Plum Pudding, Cooking Flavors, 
Raisins in Boxes, one pound Clusters and Loose Currants, Citron, Lemon and Orange Peels. 


EXTRA LARCE PARADISE MEADOW CRANBERRIES. 


New Princess Paper-shell Almonds, Grenoble Walnuts, Jordan Almonds, Brazils, Pecans, 
Filberts, ete, 


Large Bunch Grapes, Choice Lady Apples, Florida Oranges, Bananas, and all kinds of 
Table Fruit. 


French Prunes in Jars, Wiesbaden Prunes, and Preserves. 


JUST ARRIVED DIRECT FROM SMYRNA. 
’ Extra Quality Private Plantation Washed Figs, Handsome Layer and Pulled Figs, Crys- 
talized and Pressed Figs, in one-pound Boxes; Raha La Kooma, “ Turkish delight,” one-pound 
Boxes, Five Flavors, an entirely different article from fig-paste usually sold. 


PURE MORAVIAN CANDIES. 
Peppermint, Spice, Teaberry and Rose, one-pound boxes, made at the Sisters’ House, Beth- 
lehem, Pa. The finest and most popular goods of their kind in the market. 
Ridley’s Broken Candy. English Lemon Pearl and Barley Sugar Candy. 
SUPERIOR QUALITY VEGETABLES IN GLASS AND IN CANS. 
Our Asparagus is the finest ever packed. A great treat compared with any other, 


SUBLIME OLIVE OIL. 
Capers, Olives, Truffles, Pate de Foi Gras. All kinds of Fine Imported and Domestic Cheese. 


THE PERFECTION. 
PERFORATED AND SELF-WASTE CONSUMINC CANDLES. 
For Parties, Balls, Dining and Reading Rooms. By far the Best Manufactured. Beware 
of worthless imitations, and see that our name and trade-mark are on every _ e. 
Full line of Colored Candles, Carriage Candles, Fairy Lamp Candl Night Lights, 
Bobeches, Shades of Latest French Pattern, Fancy Xmas Tree Candles and Holders, 


NO CHARGE FOR PACKING AND SHIPPING. 


Send for list of prices and full particulars. 
OTS. 


WALNUT“ [34 Sr. 


Bt ae tee ieee ee 





EDUCATIONAL. 
Bs ee yo Shae lie Can, Cogs 
FOR YOUNG LaprEes, | Rey. E. N, English, Prin, 


EVERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC 


BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL, 


For par' lars, add 
THE REV. DR. WORDEN, 
1834 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


BIBLE READING CIRCLE. 


A plan for increasing interest and_ profit of con- 
secutive Bible reading. Particulars of the 
REv. D. L. HOLBROOK, Lake Geneva, Wis. 
“DO 


NOT STAMMER.” 


HILADELPHIA, July 19, 1887. 
Mr. Epwin 8S. JoHNston. Dear Sir: Inever saw 
worse stamimerers than some you brought to me, and 
the cure that was wrought was truly wonderful. [am 
willing to say this to any one. Yours truly, 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Refer to J. D. Wattles, publisher of The Sunday 
School Times, 
Send for st pege pamphlet to E. 8S. JOMNSTON, 
Institute, N. E. Corner llth and Spring Garden 
Streets, Philadelphia. 


STAMMERINC. 


“T have watched the results of Mrs. Thorpe’s work 
for stammerers with special interest during man 
ears. It is therefore a p-easure to testify that, in m 
fodgment, she is to an astonishing degree suc 
n effecting cures.’—Alvah Hovey, D D., President 
Theological Institute, Newton Centre, Mass. 
Address, for circular, etc., Mrs. EK. EB THORPE, 
53 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. 























OUNG chil- 
dren and ba- 
bies thrive 
wonderfully 
on“Cerealine 
Flakes.” 


M. V. Crovusz, Sup’t of 
the Children’s Home, Cin- 
cinnati, says: ‘‘I do not 
think there is any article of 
food as generally liked as 
this.” 

CHRISTINE TERHUNE 
HERRICK writes: ‘‘ It forms 

= the basis for the most 

= tempting and wholesome 
puddings, both with and without eggs, that 
are as acceptable to older palates as to the 
denizens of the nursery.” 

The “Cereaing Coox-Boox,” eofitaining 
over two hundred carefully prepared recipes 
by a cook of national reputation, will be sent to 
any one who will mention where this advertise- 
_ment was seen, and enclose a two-cent stamp 
fos, postage to the Creatine Mro, Co, 

Columbus, Ind. 








oer Tey: 
Oe BOS: 


Something which the younger scholars, at least, wiil appreciate, is the roll of Golden Texts 
for 1889. There are sixteen pages (75 inches), and upon each page are three golden texts in 
large, clear type. The leaves are turned upon a brass bar, and the whole device is suspended 
by a colored cord. Printed in red and black, upon light blue paper. 

Single copy, ten cents; five or more, eight cents each; fifty or more, seven cents each. 
Mailed to any address upon receipt of price. 


Tkelessor Koll: 


The Sunday School Lesson Roll for 1889 will give the full text of the lesson, and also the 
golden text for each Sunday. All the lessons of the year are thus given in the one lesson-roll 
(size, 60 pages, 75 inches). It is printed in two colors, and is arranged to hang in the scholar’s 
room. When a week has passed by, the leaf for that week is turned upon the wire hanger, and 
takes its place back of the other leaves. The lesson roll takes the place of the lesson calendar 
of former years, and will be furnished at the following prices : 

Single copy, fifteen cents; five or more copies, twelve cents each; fifty or more copies, ten 
cents each. ailed to any address upon receipt of price. 








Of the International Sunday-school Lessons, with both the Common and the Revised Version, 
given in full on opposite es. A little book (2}X4 inches, 160 pages) containing all the lessons 
of the year. It is printed on thin, tough wg woh and neatly bound in cloth, with side stamp in 
color and gold. Only a quarter of an inc ick. Just the thing for those who wish to look 
over the lesson at odd minutes. Choice enough for a gift to teachers or scholars at 

Single copy, by mail, twenty-five cents; five or more, twenty cents each, 


Addresa, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Watnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


= eee 


CIBCULAB FRER, 
19 Murray St. 

Estab. 1878. KANSAS CETY, 310. Incorp. 188% 
Paid-up Capital, - $1,000,000.00 
erg "175,000. 





P. O. Box 1550. 
R 

Type Book, se. 

Guide Book, Ise 


Sample Scrap 
Pictures and Cards, ards, 10c. 








NEw VORK. 
is JOSEPH WATSON 
T Rerspaser ase pa aypeece 
ewspaper size, 
ting easy ted directions, 
Wisewa'? staxtps f 
S Surplus, - 00 
fers Guaranteed Real Estate Mortgages 
@ Drawing 6% edaouas. 
be Samvuxt M. JaRvis, Pres. Rouanp R. CONKLIN, Sea 
Eastern OGices: 239 Broadway, New York; 
Feurth St., Philadelphia. 


aS eS 
Pie an P CARD tory. Kelsay & Co..Meriden.ox 


cards, &c., to fac 

OWEST Prices in the United States.— Paper by the 
und.—Sell direct from mills to the consumer, 
Sample shects of paper and envelopes, with pricesand 
mumabor of shee's to a pou:.d, sent on receipt of 15 eta, 
H. H. Canter & Kapricx, 3 Beacon Street, Boston. 














Sunday-Sehool Papers 


AMERICAN MESSENGER (Monthly). Full 
of practical Christianity; an old-time favorite in 
many thousand homes. Single subscription, 25 cents 
@ year; 5copies to one address, $1.00; 20 canine, 3 
40 copies, $6.0. Any number exceeding the 
latter rate. 

THE CHILD’S PAPER (Monthly). This 
standard periodical used by all denominations, Ten 
copies, one year, to one address, $1.00; larger quanti- 
ties at the same rate. 

MORNING LIGHT (Monthly), double sh . 
can be used as @ semi-monthly. Terms cannes | 
“Child’s Paper.” 


APPLES OF GOLD, for infant cl 
weekly parts; a chromo picture each quarter. Sin 
gle copy, 50 centsa year, Ten or more copies, 35cents 
each per year. 


Specimens mailed free. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau St., New York. 


BAGSTER 


‘Comprehensive 
‘Teachers? 
ibles, 2 
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ork, Agenta. 


ps, 
nce 
Index’d Atlas and 


Poly; 


8, OF, 


th New Hel 
glot Referen- 
JAaMEB Pott &O0o. 


14 £16 Astor Place, 


all bookseller: 
NewY 


New Concorda: 





ksellers and Stationers sell 


Leading Boo 
BUSHNELL S PORT E LETTER COPYING BOOKS. 


BUSHNELL, Agent, 
47 S. Fourth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


JOSEPH GILLOTTS 
STEEL PENS 


GOLD MEDAL}PARIS EXPOSITION 87% 
Nos. 303-—404—170-604. 


THE MOST PERFECT OF PENS. 


Skates, Scroll Saws, 
Tool Chests. 


PALMER, CUNNINGHAM, & CO., Limited, 
607 Market Street, Philadelphia. 
Send for Christmas catalogue. 


LADIES!: {se |= 
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